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2. Description 


2. Description 


2.a Description of Property 
2.a-1 Contextual Background 


(1) World Maritime Trade in the 10"-14" Centuries and China's Involvement 
From the 10" to the 14" centuries, the ever-lasting maritime trade of the world 
experienced a remarkable period of prosperity. Whilst the economy of Mediterranean 
world was flourishing, the three civilizations in the continent of Asia entered 
a distinct period of economic and cultural development, which powered the trade 
across the vast expanses of maritime Asia. Merchants and envoys frequently 
travelling in the Asian seas built up a world-wide network that facilitated the 
exchanges of products, technologies and culture. Song-Yuan China pulled the 
economy of the entire maritime Asia with her dramatic development in economy 
and culture. During the hundreds of centuries, as the fulcrum of the East and Southeast 
Asia, Song-Yuan China made significant contributions to the maritime trade of the 
world. (For details, see: 2.b-1) 


The revolutionary changes in economy during the 8"-10" centuries taken shape in 
China gave rise to commercialization of the world's largest agricultural civilization. 
During the Song dynasty, with the loss of central plain and increasing military 
pressure at its northern border, the economic center of the China shifted from north 
to south, from inner land to coast. China turned to face towards the ocean and 
began to use maritime trade for its fiscal advantage. Since then, and during 
Song-Yuan period, China had developed a series of institutions and regulations and 
established a number of maritime trade offices along the coast to supervise the 


maritime trade. (For details, see: 2.b-2) 


Located at the southeast coast of China, Quanzhou was an official port established 
by the Song-Yuan China and provided a window for the exchanges and interactions 
between China and the outside world. With cooperation from the entire society, 
Quanzhou witnessed the establishment of comprehensive institutions and the 
formation of highly integrated system of production, transportation and market- 
ing, multi-cultural communities and a distinguishing social structure. Being the 
maritime frontier of China, Quanzhou bonded China and the booming world 
maritime trade network and developed to be an emporium of the world. As the 
fulcrum at the east, it functioned as an engine for the trade across the Asian seas. 
Quanzhou, also well known as Zayton, was thus entitled the name "the largest port 


at the east”. 
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2. Description 
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Fig. 2.a-1 The network of maritime trade of the world during the 10-14th century 
The map takes credits to the work of Janet L. Abu-Lughod, K. N. Chaudhuri and 


Philippe Beaujard. 
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Fig. 2.a-2 Perspective of the full picture of Song-Yuan Quanzhou as "the emporium of the world" 
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2. Description 


(2) Summary of Quanzhou's Geography and Historical Background 

Quanzhou is located on narrow plains between a range of mountains in southeast 
China and the open ocean. Within its borders, there is a variation in altitude of over 
1,800 meters. Its western and northern regions abut against the Daiyun and Wuyi 
mountain ranges, creating a natural barrier between Quanzhou and the regions fur- 
ther inland. Its east and south sides border the sea, a transitional zone between the 
East China Sea and South China Sea. To the north, it neighbored the rich and afflu- 
ent Low Yangtze River Valley, and to the south, it neighbored the fertile and wealthy 
Canton. In ancient times, shipment and transportation by sea were more convenient 
than by land. The city of Quanzhou was situated partly on plains and partly in foot- 
hills that fell between high mountains and the sea. The Jinjiang River and Luoyang 
River, which originate in the northwestern mountainous area, pass around the city, 
emptying into the sea to the east. Quanzhou has nearly 5,00 kilometers of mean- 
dering coastline, which form its three main bays: Quanzhou Bay, Shenhu Bay and 


Weitou Bay. These bays are well suited for docking ships. 
Fig. 2.a-3 Map showing the geographical condition of Quanzhou 
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Quanzhou: Emporium of the World in Song-Yuan China 


Far from the Yellow River and Yangtze River valleys, Quanzhou started its large-scale 
development process later than the Chinese empires major center of civilization. 
Ancients in Quanzhou developed agriculture on extremely limited piedmont plains 
and mountain valleys and obtained fishery resources from the sea. The southward 
relocation of the Eastern Jin Dynasty in the 4" century and the inflow of migrants 
from the north in the ensuing centuries not only increased the population in Quan- 
zhou, but also brought technology and culture from the major center of civilization. 
From the late 9" century to the first half of the 10^ century, Quanzhou experienced 
remarkable development, thanks to the strenuous efforts of the State of Min and oth- 
er regional regimes. Progress was made in agriculture, water conservancy and craft 
production, and the integration and utilization of the plains, mountains, rivers and 
the sea began. From another perspective, Quanzhou, which lacked arable land, had 
long maintained close attention on the status of maritime trade. From the mid-8th 
century onward, the economic and cultural exchange between Asia and Europe by 
way of maritime routes grew increasingly prosperous, and a large number of foreign 
merchants made their way to China with goods-laden ships in tow. Quanzhou mer- 
chants took up position at the helm of the entrepot trade machine, thriving within 
the maritime trade networks of Chinese coastal ports and the Southeast and east 


Asia ocean. 


In 1087, Quanzhou, which had already accumulated a wealth of experience in mari- 
time trade by that time, was presented with an opportunity that would prove instru- 
mental in its history. The Song Dynasty, which was in strong support of maritime 
trade, established a Maritime Trade Office here and formally granted Quanzhou the 
designation of being one of the nations official zones of foreign economic and cul- 
tural exchange. In terms of its agricultural industry, its artisan industry, its municipal 
commerce industry and its transportation infrastructure, Quanzhou had already 
established a strong foundation. However, guided by the demands of maritime trade 
markets and supported by the safety net of Chinas flourishing economy and culture, 
the city quickly developed the industries connected to the production, shipment and 
trade of agricultural goods, artisanal goods, public transportation infrastructure, 
municipal infrastructure and rural infrastructure. These agricultural goods included 
citrus, lychee, sugar and liquor; the artisanal goods included porcelains, silks, iron- 
works and ships; and the public transportation infrastructure included roads, bridg- 
es and docks. In developing these industries connected to the trade of local goods, it 


entered into a golden era of economic and social integration and progress. 


In 1127, the capital of the Southern Song Dynasty was relocated to Liman, and a 
large number of imperial clan took up residence in Quanzhou. Additionally, thanks 
to the number of civil elites who had passed the Imperial Examinations and won a 
government post, several national policies were put in place that favored Quanzhou. 
Together with the increasing strengths of the region, this allowed it to gain an even 
greater advantage. In 1279, the founding of the Yuan Dynasty further cemented 


Quanzhous position as the top trade port in the region of the South China Sea. 
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2. Description 


During the Song and Yuan periods, Quanzhou’ maritime trade network covered a 
massive territory, reaching from East and Southeast Asia to IndiaSouth Asia, West 
Asia and East Africa. The Chinese and foreign merchants, emissaries, government 
officials, scholars, religious groups and regular citizens that transited through Quan- 
zhou brought with them diverse commercial practices, cultures and lifestyles, leaving 
a lasting mark on the city. Moreover, through use of the highly developed network of 
maritime trade routes, they also introduced Chinese and Quanzhou goods and cul- 
ture to nations around the world. From this point, Quanzhou as a Chinese primary 


port became known the world over. (For details, see: 2.b-3) 





Fig. 2.a-4 Ceramics found in Dehua Kilns: 
kendi (left) and powder box (right) 





Fig. 2.a-5 Objects found in Nanhai No.1 Shipwreck: 
ceramics (upper left), iron pot (upper right and lower left), iron nails 
(lower right) 
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Fig. 2.a-6 The full picture of Song-Yuan Quanzhou as “the emporium of the world” 


2.a-1 Contextual Background 





2. Description 


2.a-2 Composition of the Serial Property 


(1) Summary of the Full Picture of Quanzhou as the Emporium of the World in the 
Song-Yuan dynasties 

[his serial property is a record of Quanzhous prosperity as the emporium of the world in 
10-14" centuries. Multi-cultural communities from the central government , from the 
local region and from abroad came together to create Quanzhou'’s unique, comprehensive, 
cross-sectoral maritime trade system. Through their cooperation, they constructed one 
of the greatest centers of commercial maritime trade and cultural exchange. This coastal 
port, a major hub of the East Asian maritime trade network that had attracted worldwide 
attention, encompassed everything within the borders of Quanzhou, from the meander- 
ing coastline to the foothills and plains, all the way to the mountains. The city located on 
the estuary plains, emerged as a trade engine. The seashore along the eastern and southern 
border was the portal to the outside world. The vast mountain ranges to the north and 
west were used as a production base. The mainland roads and the water routes connected 
Quanzhou inside and out with a comprehensive shipping network. The emporium exhib- 
ited overall prosperity in which the ports, the city and the hinterland developed in tan- 


dem. 


Wielding the customs authority of the central government, the Maritime Trade Office was 
established in 1087, and was located just outside ancient Quanzhous south gate by the river in 
its early years. Ihe Maritime Trade Office was in charge of issuing permits to conduct business, 
examining incoming ships, collecting customs taxes, acquiring shipped goods on behalf of the 
central government, storing or selling the goods they obtained, transferring incoming goods 
or currencies to the capital, and receiving foreign diplomatic envoys. The flourishing city and 
surrounding countryside became a home and workplace for a diverse community of people, 
both local and foreign. These included government officials, merchants, emissaries, imperial 
clan, scholar-officials, religious groups, craftsmen and commoners from countries around the 
world. 'Ihe cultures and religions they brought with them, such as Confucianism, Buddhism, 
Daoism, Islam, Hinduism and Manicheanism, as well as their different lifestyles, business prac- 
tices and technological knowledge, were all brought together, coexisting and blending together 
in this city. Ihe wealth of unique cultrural and religious buildings that they created through 


their efforts, such as the Quanzhou Confucius Temple and School, Kaiyuan Temple, the Statue 
of Lao Tze, Qingjing Mosque, the Islamic Tombs, Tianhou Temple, and the Statue of Mani in 





Caoan Temple, became not only important symbols of culture and social connection, but also 
major municipal landmarks. The thousands of members of the Southern Song imperial clan 
that lived in the city's central district had a special place in Quanzhou society. They enjoyed 
preferential treatment, and they were the main buyers of foreign luxury goods. The Southern 
Clan Office administered matters concerning the imperial clan. Furthermore, the historical 
district that survives to this day, along with other historical monuments and sites, are evidence 


of the special status granted to the imperial clan during this period. 


[he riverside district on the south side of the city was a gathering place for merchants, 


bustling with boat and cart traffic. Gradually, it was developed into the center of com- 


2.a-2 Composition of the Serial Property | 57 


Quanzhou: Emporium of the World in Song-Yuan China 


mercial activity in the city. In 1230, the city was expanded to encompass this commercial 
district, and the newly constructed south gate (later named Deji Gate) was put in place to 
guard this flourishing region of the city. Temples devoted to the worship of sea gods, such 
as Tianhou Temple and Zhenwu Temple, were distributed along the rivers shoreline. Mar- 
itime trade merchants would go to these temples to pray for safe travels. The region below 
[iuri Mountain became a special location for government officials from the Maritime 
Trade Office to conduct official prayers for favorable weather and smooth ship transit. 
Stone inscriptions chronicling these events explain the knowledge that the people of one 
thousand years prior had about sailing the ocean and trade cycles. They also demonstrated 
that massive emphasis that was put on maritime trade by the national and local govern- 
ments. Alongside the sea god temples were the bustling port docks. The inner and outer 
ports along the shorelines of the sea and rivers offered a varied and convenient choice of 
transportation and docking conditions for merchant ships of all sizes. Estuary Docks in 
the city’s southeastern suburbs, along with Shihu Dock, which guarded passage in and out 
of the bay, bear testimony to the uncommon level of commercial prosperity achieved by 


Quanzhou Port. 


The Daiyun Mountain to the northwest of the city was rich in resources. The regions 
high-quality porcelain clay deposits and the high technical level of porcelain production 
ensured that the porcelain goods produced at Dehua Kilns became popular items in for- 
eign markets. Other kilns along the coastline like Cizao Kilns, also saw a massive increase 
in production of export porcelain thanks to increased market demand. Iron ore discov- 
ered deep in the mountains of Qingyang was mined by the people, and the vast amount 
of mining pits, iron smelting sites and furnace slag waste that have been preserved reflect 
a golden age of iron production in this region during the period of the Song and Yuan 
dynasties. The vast water and land transportation network closely connected every region 
of ancient Quanzhou, from the mountains to the shoreline, supporting the port city's 
massive demand for the transportation and shipment of import and export goods. In the 
shoreline region, the mainland road ran from north to south, crossing the Luoyang River, 
the Jinjiang River and the Shijing River. The three large-scale stone bridges built at these 
crossing—Luoyang Bridge, Shunji Bridge and Anping Bridge— created a clear, efficient 
route of passage between Quanzhou and the shoreline regions to its north and south. 
[he porcelain, silk, ironworks, liquor and sugar produced in the vast outskirts of the city 
were constantly being transported to the port. In the port, merchant ships loaded with 
these unique goods would set sail for the South China Sea in the winter. In the following 
spring, the ships would return filled with foreign goods. Wanshou Pagoda, standing high 
on Baogai Hill, indicated the direction of home. Additionally, Liusheng Pagoda, which 
faces Daiyu Islet from a distance, indicated to incoming vessels the route back to the city 


of Quanzhou. 


The 22 historic monuments and sites in the serial nomination were all built and devel- 
oped in the 107-14" centuries during the Song and Yuan periods. By shedding light on 
varied aspects like government administration, religious beliefs, cultural education, port 


and transportation infrastructure, artisanal production industries and available natural 
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2. Description 


resources, these components, when taken as a whole, offer a comprehensive view of the 
social and economic reality of Quanzhou during that era. This series of components and 
their settings, bear testimony to the incredible prosperity achieved by Quanzhou as the 
emporium of the world in Song-Yuan China. They provide a full picture of the contribu- 
tions of merchants that came from countries around the world, the overflowing levels of 
production that took place here, the extensive reach of the port city's highly developed 
land and water transportation infrastructure, and the regions bounty of natural resources. 
They demonstrate the port city's organic layout, orderly administration, cultural fusion, 
dynamism and extraordinary prosperity. Moreover, they offer a comprehensive outline of 


this lively emporium of the world. 


[he 22 representative components of the nomination include: Jiuri Mountain Wind-Pray- 
ing Carvings, Site of the Maritime Trade Office, Site of Deji Gate, Tianhou Temple, Zhen- 
wu Temple, Site of Southern Clan Office, tConfucius Temple and School, Kaiyuan Temple, 
Statue of Lao Tze, Qingjing Mosque, Islamic Tombs, Statue of Mani in Caoan Temple, 
Sites of Cizao Kilns (Jinjiaoyishan Kilns), Sites of Dehua Kilns (Weilin-Neiban Kilns, 
Qudougong Kiln), Xiacaopu Iron Production Site of Qingyang Village in Anxi, Luoyang 
Bridge, Anping Bridge, Site of Shunji Bridge, Estuary Docks, Shihu Dock, Liusheng Pago- 
da, and Wanshou Pagoda. 


(2) Analysis of the Intrinsic Links among the Components of the Serial Property 

The serial property is comprised of 22 components and their settings . Their locations are 
distributed across an area that stretches from the seaport to the estuary plains and even 
to the inland mountains. Together, this series of historic monuments and sites form a 
serial property that provides a full picture of Song-Yuan Quanzhous overseas trade struc- 
ture and diverse social structure. This serial property also reflects the key attributes that 
Quanzhou exhibited as the emporium of the world during that period. These attributes 
include institutional guarantee , multi-cultural communities , structure of the city , pro- 
duction sites, transportation networks and overall layout. The serial property as a whole 
offers strong evidence of Quanzhous diversity and prosperity during the Song and Yuan 


periods. 


In accordance with Article 137 of the Operational Guidelines for the Implementa- 
tion of the World Heritage Convention, a summary and analysis of the intrinsic links 
among the components of the serial property is presented below. For the logical clue, 
please see Diagram 2.a-1. For a detailed analysis, please see 2.a-2(3) and 2.a-3, 3.1.b 
For details on the analysis of how the representative elements were selected, please see 
3.2-6. 


1) The 22 components of the serial property are functionally linked and spatially con- 
nected to one another; they provide us with a comprehensive depiction of the key parts of 
the overseas trade system in Song-Yuan Quanzhou, including management, production, 


transportation, trading, spending and service. 
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Quanzhou: Emporium of the World in Song-Yuan China 


These functional links, along with the connections between them, can be clearly seen 
in the comprehensive and organic layout and the composite landscape of this serial 
property. Each component site, based on how it chose and utilized resources and 
environmental factors, how it divided responsibility and collaborated to achieve its 
function, and how it connected and integrated itself within its physical space, made a 
vital contribution that supported the overall operation and remarkable prosperity of 
the larger system of overseas trade. Each component site displays a highly wisdom of 
built tradition, and they are integrated with their dependent environment. Together, 
they create a composite and diverse landscape of the East Asian emporium of the 
world, which fully reflects the concept of harmonious social, economic, cultural and 


environmental development. 


2) The 22 components of the serial property are linked to one another socially and 
culturally. Together, they offer a full picture of the diverse social structure that un- 
derpinned the functioning of Quanzhou as the emporium of the world in Song-Yuan 
China, as well as the significant cultural exchange among the diverse and cosmopoli- 


tan communities. 


The large number of imperial clan, high-ranking government officials, Chinese and 
foreign merchants, religious groups, Craftsmen and commoners that congregated in 
Quanzhou in the 10"-14" centuries brought with them a rich diversity of traditions, 
culture, knowledge and skills. The residential accommodations, working spaces, 
places of worship, public buildings, production sites and city infrastructure that 
they built and lived in carried distinct marks of their respective cultural and stylistic 
backgrounds. At the same time, they also displayed the innovation and progress that 
could be achieved through the exchange of knowledge and by reaching a common 
understanding. The mainstream Chinese culture, local culture and the foreign cul- 


ture, which blended and exchanged with one another thanks to Quanzhous mari- 
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Diagram 2.a-1 showing the links among component sites 
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2. Description 


time trade practice, combined to create unique, brilliant and diverse urban and rural 


vistas and landscape features. 


(3) Summary of the Key Attributes of the Serial Property and Its Representative 
Physical Evidence 

The 22 components are closely linked to one another functionally, spatially, socially 
and culturally, and they jointly exhibit the key attributes of this emporium of the 
world, which was created thanks to the full support of the mighty agricultural em- 
pire and the combined efforts of people from around the world. These key attributes 


are listed below: 


A. Institutional Guarantee: Buildings and places that reflect the joint assurance 
provided through the official and unofficial institutions. 

B. Multi-cultural communities: Public buildings and religious venues of the diverse 
cosmopolitan communities that reflect unique social composition. 

C. Structure of the City: A layout of functions within a physical space that facilitates 
the emporiums overall operation as a trade hub. 

D. Production Sites: Production sites for artisan industries which reflect the strong 
manufacturing capacity for export goods. 

E. Transportation Network: A composite sea-land transportation network that re- 
flects the strong capacity for shipping. 

F. Overall Layout: An integrated regional spatial structure and composite landscape 


that closely integrates production, transportation and marketing. 


The 22 components are mutually complimentary, they each contribute to the poten- 
tial value from different perspectives, and to varying degrees. Please see Table 2.a-1 


for how each component contributes to the attributes of the serial property. 


As a combination with close intrinsic links, the serial property, reflects the key at- 
tributes, embodies the huge leap forward that Quanzhou achieved in extensive eco- 
nomic and cultural exchange as a world emporium, that functioned as an engine at 
the eastern end of the Asian oceans in the prosperous world maritime trade network 
in the 10th-14th centuries; it also embodies the special commercial traditions that 
had developed over the centuries. From the aspects of functional combination, social 
structure, cultural exchange and spatial linkage, the components of the serial prop- 
erty collectively testify to the outstanding value of cross-sectoral integrity, common 
prosperity and shared development possessed by the serial property as a whole. As 
representative physical evidence, the 22 component sites and their settings contribut- 
ed to the key attributes and overall value of Quanzhou in the Song- Yuan era through 
a variety of dimensions. Their corresponding clues are analyzed in diagram 2.a-2; a 
summary is presented in Sections A-F; and the details on the analysis can be found 
in 2.3, 3.b, and 3.2. 


2.a-2 Composition of the Serial Property le 


Table 2.a-1 Analysis of the Contribution of the Components to the Attributes 


e: Essential Contribution 


O: Complementary Contribution 


2. Description 




































































World Emporium 
B C D E 
A : sere eer ; F 
m Multi-cultural communities Structure of Production sites Transportation network 
Institutional guarantee : Overalllayout 
the city 
Component 
No Sites Chinese and Mal 
Official Worshipping | Social elites Religious foreign commoners : . Ceramic Iron : Pagoda as a regional 
CO functionality : ; Bridges Docks E i 
institutions | of Sea-gods groups merchants hub production production symbol integrity 
1 Jiuri Mountain Wind-Praying - 6 6 S $ 2 
Inscriptions 

2 Site of Maritime Trade Office © O O e © 
3 Site of Deji Gate ® O O © © 
4 | Tianhou Temple D ® O O e O © 
5 | Zhenwu Temple O e O O O O © 
6 Site of Southern Clan Office O e e O © 
7 | Confucius Temple and School O e e O e 
8 Kaiyuan Temple O O e O e O e 
9 | Statue of Lao Tze O O e O o 
10 | Qingjing Mosque O e o e 
11 | Islamic Tombs O o O © 
12 | Statue of Mani in Cao'an Temple O O © O © 
13 | Sites of Cizao Kilns O O e o 
14 | Sites of Dehua Kilns O O © © 
15 Xiacaopu Iron Production Site O e e 
16 | Luoyang Bridge O O O O O & ® 
17 Anping Bridge O O O O e o 
18 | Site of Shunji Bridge O O @ e 
19 | Estuary Docks O O e @ 
20 | Shihu Dock O O © © 
21 | Liusheng Pagoda O O © © 
22 | Wanshou Pagoda O O ® - 












































2.a-2 Composition of the Serial Property |63 





^ 


qe RIED D D m EL UD DRM UM EO. UR D D ER RM ERE ED IER D FERCUEA ee HER UR MR UAR D RUD, DEDI DERE ERBEN ES UND NER M LR m m m 


tt tt tt - et et et et Á- et et = 


r Jiuri Mountain Wind-Praying J : 
| Inscriptions F 
| Site of Maritime Trade Office a, 


Site of Deji Gate j 


| Tianhou Temple a . 


Zhenwu Temple 










Official institution Sea-god worshiping of littoral people 


. Officialization of local beliefs 
—A Joint assnrance of official and unofficial institutions 


ee 


Symbol of Chinese Empire’s mainstream culture 
preferential policies related to the Southern Clan 
Contributions made by social elites 
Interchange and consensus 

The bonds of each religious groups 
Participated and shared by all people 


Institutional 
guarantee 


Maritime institution representing the state 












Local institution — 
Worshipping of 






H 

) e Multi-cultural 
communities 
j 


Site of Southern Clan Office 







Confucius Temple and School 


Chinese and 


l 
Kaiyuan Temple ! / foreign merchants 


1 
| Statue of Lao Tze f J 


Qingjing Mosque 


Islamic Tombs J 
| ne ee 
atue o anjin ao'an 
Temple 


A multi-functional hub 
Significant expansion of commercial waterfront 
Coexistence of diverse culture 


. Growing of urban wealth 


Present to the world | 
.. Quick learning and adjustable development 


Innovation as a result of trade 


Shifting from inner lands to coasts 
Interregional transportation 

The connection of “coastal highway” 
Boom of bridge construction 
Connection of port, city and hinterland 
Sign along the sea routes with spiritual, 
navigational and scenic value 


Structure 
of the city 


Multi-functionality 


J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
j hub for the trade 





Ceramic 
production 





Sites of Cizao Kilns Production 


Sites of Dehua Kilns sites 


Xiacaopu Iron Production Site 
in Anxi 















Luoyang Bridge 


Anping Bridge Transportation 


Site of Shunji Bridge network 





Estuary Docks 
Shihu Dock 










cross-sectoral 
trade system 


regional integrity 







Liusheng Pagoda Regional Integrity 


Cross-sectoral development 






Wanshou Pagoda 


22 Component Sites Attributes Potential Values 


2. Description 


World Emporium Contribution to the value 


mm) SS mcm] EE EE Ta SS a a as as a a  Daesd a a mae ~ 








Cross-sectoral integrity 
Common prosperity 
Shared development 












Proposed OUV 


Diagram 2.a-2 showing the interlinks among 
component sites, attributes, and the proposed OUV 


2.a-2 Composition of the Serial Property | 65 





N A Institutional Guarantee 


q Jiuri Mountain Wind-Praying Inscriptions 
@ Site of Maritime Trade Office 








0 5 10 20KM 
(9 Site of Deji Gate 
@ Tianhou Temple 
LEGEND @ Zhenwu Temple 
Linkage 
(B) Diverse Community 
Spatial Structure of the Old City . 
@ Site of Southern Clan Office 
Estimated Historical Moat @ Confucius Temple and School 
Historical Coastline (B Kaiyuan Temple 
City Boundary @ Statue of Lao Tze 
County Boundary GB Qingjing Mosque 
(D Islamic Tombs 


@ Statue of Mani in Cao'an Temple 


(C) Urban Structure 


2. Description 





(p) Export Commodity 


6) Sites of Cizao Kilns (Jinjiaoyishan Kilns) 
ep Sites of Dehua Kilns (Weilin-Neiban Kilns, 
@  Xiacaopu Iron Production Site of Qingyan 


Transportation Network 
@ Luoyang Bridge 
@ Anping Bridge 
@ Site of Shunji Bridge 
@ Estuary Docks 
@ Shihu Dock 
(9 Liusheng Pagoda 
@ Wanshou Pagoda 


(E) Overall Layout 


Fig. 2.a-7 Distribution of attributes and component sites abscribed to each of them 


2.a-2 Composition of the Serial Property 





Quanzhou: Emporium of the World in Song-Yuan China 


55: ELLAS. ntt PA 
<i 


m. 
I 





i E E >a : 2 eC Sense 


Fig. 2.a-8 Selected pictures of component sites 





68 | 2.a Description of Property 


2. Description 








Fig. 2.a-9 Selected pictures of component sites 





2.a-2 Composition of the Serial Property |69 


Quanzhou: Emporium of the World in Song-Yuan China 


A. Institutional Guarantee and Its Representative Evidence 


A set of effective and efficient institutional systems provided essential guarantee 
for the operation and development of the world maritime trad hub. The long-term 
prosperity of Quanzhou's overseas trade in the 10"- 14" centuries stemmed from 
its unique institutional system - the collaboration and joint guarante by official 


and unofficial instuitions. 


The official overseas trade system in Quanzhou is represented by the maritime trade 
institution implemented by the empire. The unofficial instuitions are represented 
by sea god beliefs. The two systems, representing the will of the state and local cul- 
tural traditions, respectively, were combined in official sacrificial ceremonies for sea 
gods, indicating a high degree of consensus between the government and society 
on mutual benefits and shared development. The representative physical evidence 
included: the Site of the Maritime Trade Office, Site of Deji Gate and Jiuri Mountain 
Wind-Praying Carvings, which reflects the official instuitions, and Tianhou Temple 


and Zhenwu Temple, which reflect unofficial instuitions. 


The Site of the Maritime Trade Office revealed in archaeological investigations is a 
vital piece of physical evidence of the maritime trade administration system offi- 
cially implemented in Quanzhou during the Song and Yuan dynasties. Officials of 
the Maritime Trade Office not only performed commerce and trade administration 
on behalf of the state, but also took an active part in local affairs; for example, they 
joined hands with local officials to organize maritime sacrificial ceremonies, and 
took charge of local infrastructure construction. Jiuri Mountain Wind-Praying Carv- 
ings are vital physical evidence of the Maritime Trade Office promoting maritime 
trade. In the Confucius Temple and School, there were also records of activities of of- 
ficials from the Maritime Trade Office. Also reflecting the governments institutional 
assurance is the city's south gate, Deji Gate, which guarded the riverside commercial 


district. 


Unofficial instuitions emphasized the code of conduct and moral restraint. Sea gods 
were the most representative traditional belief in the maritime merchant commu- 
nity. Ihe magic powers believed to be possessed by Mazu and Great Emperor Zh- 
enwu include not only the power to ensure the safety of sea voyages and to rescue 
merchants in distress at sea, but also the power to punish outlaws; this shows a clear 
intention to restrain immoral commercial behavior. In order to facilitate worship by 
sailors, sea god temples were generally located close to ports: Tianhou Temple was 
near Nanguan Port, and Zhenwu Temple was near Fashi Port. Tianhou Temple was 
the first Mazu temple built in the city of Quanzhou after Mazu belief was introduced 
from Putian. Yuan rulers’ reverence for Mazu helped cement the official status of this 
Mazu temple and made it the center for the dissemination of Mazu belief. Zhenwu 
Temple was a Taoist temple dedicated to Great Emperor Zhenwu in the Song and 


Yuan periods, and it is also an important landmark of the ancient Fashi Port. The 
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belief of Zhenwu Temple spread to Taiwan, Hong Kong and Southeast Asia after the 


15" century. 


Despite their folk origins, these sea god beliefs eventually acquired official status 
thanks to the conferment of divine titles, involvement of officials and inclusion into 
state sacrificial rituals. In the 12" and 13" centuries, wind-praying ceremonies at 
King Tongyuan Temple were all hosted by senior officials and were included into 
state sacrificial rituals. In the 13" century, Zhen Dexiu, governor of Quanzhou, 
would make sacrificial offerings to gods at Tianhou Temple and Zhenwu Temple. 
During the Yuan Dynasty, Mazu belief was highly valued by the government, and in 
the 14" century, the worshiping ceremony to Mazuwas included into state sacrificial 
rituals. The acquisition of official status by Mazu belief reflected the fusion of the for- 


mal maritime trade administration system and the informal folk belief. 
B. Multi-cultural Communities and Their Representative Physical Evidence 


Social communities are the direct drivers and actors of economic and cultural 
development. With the remarkable opportunities for development presented by 
the world maritime trade in the 10?-14* centuries, the primary force behind the 
overall prosperity of Quanzhou as the emporium of the world in Song-Yuan China 
comprised multi-cultural communities, including government officials, impe- 
rial clan, local elites, Chinese and foreign maritime merchants and their ethnic 
groups, religious groups and commoners. These social groups hailed not only 
from Quanzhou and the hinterland of the Chinese empire, but also from many 
foreign ports in Eurasia that were connected to Quanzhou by sea; together, they 
constituted the global dimensions of Quanzhou's communication with the rest of 
the world. As the main actors in the interchange of values in Quanzhou during 
the Song and Yuan periods, these diverse and cosmopolitan communities together 
formed the unique commerce-oriented social structure of Quanzhou; they were 
deeply involved in all aspects of maritime trade, and together they created Quan- 


zhou's prosperity and uniqueness in the era of the Song and Yuan dynasties. 


Imperial Clan of Southern Song 

Imperial clan of the Southern Song constituted one of the most unusual social class- 
es in Quanzhou in that era. In 1130, as the capital city was relocated to Linan, the 
Southern Clan Office, which was responsible for the administration of the Zhao-sur- 
named imperial clan of the Song Dynasty, moved to Quanzhou with 349 imperial 
clan. By 1233, the number of imperial clan in Quanzhou had risen to 2,314. The 
Site of the Southern Clan Office, which has preserved to the modern day, contains 
precious historical information on the imperial clan in Quanzhou. Their arrival in 
Quanzhou gave Quanzhou special political status and strongly stimulated the port 
citys high-end consumer market and trade demand. They were also extensively 
involved in all aspects of the local community and even engaged directly in overseas 


trade, as evidenced by the rich artifacts uncovered from the Houzhu shipwreck. 
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Fig. 2.a-10 wooden name plaques (left) and ambergris (right) found in the Houzhu shipwreck 


Social Elites (Scholar-Officials) 

The scholar-officials in the Song Dynasty was an important driving force in Quan- 
zhou's economic and cultural development. They had multiple identities such as 
bureaucrats, intellectuals and capital holders, and represented the cream of society. 
They made outstanding contributions to the long-term prosperity of Quanzhous 
overseas trade. During the Song Dynasty, Quanzhou made rapid strides in the Im- 
perial Examinations, boasting more successful candidates in the highest Imperial 
Examinations than any other region on Chinas southeast coast; the city fostered a 
large amount of high-caliber talent for the nation. In the 12" century, the elites in 
southern Fujian enjoyed a wide range of opportunities in both political and business 
arenas, conveying state decrees and leading local politics. Those engaged in com- 
merce amassed huge fortunes, established networks and formed interest groups. In 
the Song Dynasty, the standard of education in Quanzhou rose in lockstep with local 
socio-economic development, reflecting the outstanding contribution of social elites 
local economic, political, cultural and technological development. These social elites 
were also the main followers of the mainstream ideologies such as Confucianism, 
Taoism and Buddhism, reflecting the inherent influence of the agricultural empire 


on this hub of world trade. 


The Confucius Temple and School is also representative evidence of social elites. It 
was the sacrificial venue for Confucians and the highest educational institution in 
Quanzhou, and it was the symbol of the "elite group" of Quanzhou, including politi- 
cal dignitaries and eminent intellectuals. These social elites played an important role 
in the promotion and management of marine trade during the Song and Yuan peri- 
ods. Additionally, the high standard of the architectural ensemble of the Confucius 
Temple and School reflects the economic and cultural prosperity brought by mari- 
time trade to Quanzhou. The Site of the Maritime Trade Office, the Site of the South- 
ern Clan Office, Kaiyuan Temple, the Statue of Lao Tze, Tianhou Temple and Luoy- 
ang Bridge reflect the important role played by social elites in the socio-economic 
and cultural development of Quanzhou in the Song Dynasty, from the perspectives 


of administration, ideology, cultural customs, science and technology. 
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Foreign Merchants and Their Ethnic Groups 

During the Song and Yuan periods, foreign merchants and their ethnic groups who 
arrived in Quanzhou for maritime trade became a special part of the port city and 
endowed the social structure of Quanzhou distinguishing composition features; they 
also reflect the reach of Quanzhous oversea trade. Qingjing Mosque built outside 
the city of Quanzhou in the early 11th century is solid evidence of Muslim activities 
in the city at that time. After the Maritime Trade Office was set up in 1087, a large 
number of foreign merchants arrived and took up residence in Quanzhou. Histor- 
ical documents and physical evidence show that the communities of these foreign 
merchants were located to the south and east of the city, and the southern areas were 


absorbed into the city after the 13th century. 


In the Yuan Dynasty, foreign merchants left more traces of activity in Quanzhou. 
According to historical sources, many temples of foreign religions such as Hinduism 
and Christianity possibly existed in the southern part of the city during this period. 
The clan of Pu Shougeng, an official of Arabian descent, also lived in this part of 
Quanzhou during the Yuan Dynasty, and place names associated with it have been 
preserved to this day. In 1327, the ancestor of the Ding clan from Arab was buried in 
the Islamic Tombs in the eastern part of the city. The prior established Islamic Tombs 
underwent major repaired in 1322. Nearly 400 Islamic stone carvings, around 300 
Hindu stone carvings and about 100 Christian stone carvings have been discovered 
in Quanzhou since the 1920s, and most of them are remains from the Yuan Dynas- 
ty, providing strong evidence for the existence of foreign merchants in Quanzhou 
during that period. Manichaeism was disseminated in Quanzhou as early as the Song 
Dynasty, and the Statue of Mani in Caoan Temple built in the Yuan Dynasty is a vital 


piece of physical evidence for the activities of its followers in Quanzhou. 


Religious groups 

Religious groups, best represented by Buddhist monks, were a special and important 
part of Quanzhous social composition during the Song and Yuan Dynasties. Their 
activeness and right to speak stemmed from their strong temple economy and the 
secularized attribute of Buddhism in the Song Dynasty. Monks were widely involved 
in public-interest programs such as infrastructure construction. Most of the bridges 
and stone pagodas were built with funds raised or directly contributed by monks. 
They acquired new languages, business information and even engineering tech- 
niques during their study tours at home and abroad, which enabled them to not only 
to come up with innovations for construction projects, but also act as middlemen 
in business transactions and even directly engage in overseas trade. Kaiyuan Temple 
was the largest and highest government-sanctioned Buddhist temple in Quanzhou in 
the Song and Yuan Dynasties. Its economy and diverse cultural relics reflect the eco- 
nomic prosperity and fusion of diverse cultures in the national port city in the Song 
and Yuan era as a result of maritime trade. They also testify to the significant con- 


tributions of the rulers of the State of Min and other local regimes, Song and Yuan 
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government officials, monks and powerful local clans to the city’s socio-economic 


development and maritime trade during the Song and Yuan periods. 


During the Song and Yuan periods, Taoism thrived in Quanzhou, revered by social 
elites and commoners alike. Song Dynasty officials encouraged the development of 
Taoism. The Statue of Lao Tze is not only an invaluable relic of the development of 
Taoism in Quanzhou, but also the largest surviving Taoist stone statue in China. As 
Taoism and Confucianism were both the official mainstream ideologies of the Chi- 
nese empire, the Statue of Lao Tze, built in a location on the periphery of the empire, 
reflects the rich heritage of Chinese civilization, as well as the empires close attention 


to Quanzhou Port. 


In the 13th century, Emperor Lizong of the Song Dynasty personally prefaced and 
promoted the Taoist text "Taishang Ganying Pian” (Treatise on Response and Retri- 
bution). The book promoted the karma for good and evil and contains many admon- 
ishments on commercialism, gaining a large readership in Quanzhou. Taoist belief 
was one of the major folk regulatory force in Quanzhous overseas trade. The massive 
Statue of Tao Tze was made possible with the enormous riches in society and thus 


reflects the prosperity of Quanzhou as the emporium of the world. 
C. Structure of the city and Its Representative Physical Evidence 


The city is the core of a trading system; it not only carries various and complex 
functions, but also holds the fruits of social and economic prosperity and intercul- 
tural exchanges. In terms of scale, function and layout, especially the significant 
expansion of the waterfront commercial district, the development of Quanzhou 
city during the Song and Yuan periods indicates that the seaport city was directly 


shaped by maritime trade. 


The city of Quanzhou was first built in the early 8" century and expanded during 
the Tang and Five Dynasties periods. In the era of the Northern and Southern Song 
periods in the 107-13" centuries, the city of Quanzhou largely had the form of a re- 
gional administrative city conforming to official regulations. At this time, the city of 
Quanzhou had inner and outer walls, each surrounded by its own moat. The city was 
centered around the administrative district where government offices were located. 
A cross-shaped main thoroughfare formed the city's central axis. The functional 
districts were neatly arranged, with important buildings placed around the admin- 
istrative center. This layout, which emphasized a clear city center, a square shape, 
a central axis and well-ordered city planning, was a common characteristic among 


most traditional Chinese administrative cities. 
As the city of Quanzhou assumed more and more functions, a trade administration 


area, a foreign merchants community and a business service area gradually took 


shape in the riverside areas to the south of the city, facilitating commercial activity 
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on the bank of the river. In the early 11th century, the first mosque was built outside 
of the south gate of the city. In the late 12" century, Tianhou Temple (then known 
as Shunji Temple) was completed in the dock area on the bank of the Jinjiang Riv- 
er south of the city. It was not until 1230, when Southern Song official You Jiugong 
built a flood control facility called “Yicheng” (the Wing Wall) on the riverfront, that 
this area began its absorption into the city. In the same year, a city gate was built to 
the south of Shunji Temple. In 1352, the Yuan Dynasty official Xue Yuli combined 
Yicheng with the original northern wall, and built a south gate, named “Deji Gate”. 
Different from the regular layout of the administrative urban space in the north of 
the city, the commercial urban space in the south was an irregular triangle along the 


river. 


Deji Gate is the representative physical evidence of the significant expansion which 
finally let to the formation of the commercial district in the south of Quanzhou 
during the Song and Yuan periods, reflecting the distinctive characteristics of Quan- 
zhou as a central port of world trade whose form was shaped by the prosperity of 
maritime trade. The riverfront area near Deji Gate was close to the riverside port; it 
also provided access to the city and contained a market and a merchant community. 
Tianhou Temple, a dock and Shunji Bridge were also located here. Thus, the area was 
a dynamic node of the city's public space, serving an integrated range of functions. 
The shape and features of the unique functional districts of this seaport city, as well 


as the ethos of the bustling city, have been preserved to this day. 


Other invaluable physical evidence includes Kaiyuan Temple, the Confucius Tem- 
ple and School and the Site of the Southern Clan Office in the north part of the city, 
which testify to the functionality and layout of the city’s administrative district. Qin- 
gjing Mosque, the Site of the Maritime Trade Office, Tianhou Temple and the Site 
of Deji Gate are evidence of the functionality and layout of the commercial district 
which had emerged with the development of trade. The moats from the successive 
dynasties, as well as the ditch network, all of which have been preserved to the mod- 
ern day, testify to the ancient city's overall scale and extents. Ihe cross-shaped main 
thoroughfare, which formed the city's central axis during the Song and Yuan periods, 
provides evidence of the city's spatial layout and the location of city gates. The his- 
toric monuments and sites in the suburbs also provide evidence of the city's overall 
framework during the Song and Yuan periods: the Statue of Lao Tze at the foot of 
Qingyuan Mountain to the south of the city reflects the features of the Chinese em- 
pires mainstream culture in the northern administrative district, while the Islamic 
tombs on Ling Mountain east of the city testifies to the historical fact that the foreign 


merchants communities were located to the south and east of the city. 
D. Production Sites and Their Representative Evidence 


The ability to produce a large volume of commodities which would be competitive 


in overseas markets was essential to the sustained development of Quanzhou as an 
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Fig. 2.a-11 A Qing map with modern illustrations showing the structure of the old city 
(base map is from the Records of Jinjiang County in Daoguang years) 


engine of world maritime trade. The long-term prosperity of Quanzhou’s overseas 
trade was underpinned by its remarkable manufacturing capacity for porcelain, 


iron products, silk and so forth. 


According to Zhufan Zhi (Record of All Barbarian Countries) and Daoyi Zhilue (A 
Brief Account of the Histories of the Island Barbarians), during the Song and Yuan 
periods, Quanzhous main exports and entrepôt trade commodities included silk, 
cloth, porcelain, pottery, copper and iron, gold and silver, lead and tin, incense med- 
icines, musical instruments, ornamental beads, foodstuffs and other assorted goods, 
with porcelain and iron products being the most special. Porcelain making and iron 
production were outstanding fruits of civilization born and growing in the agricul- 
tural empire in the long process of agricultural development, and they represented 
the remarkable contributions of the Chinese empire during the Song and Yuan pe- 
riods to the world trade system and human civilization. Amid the rising overseas 
trade in the mighty empire, the porcelain making and iron production industries in 
Song-Yuan Quanzhou experienced adaptive and innovative development, and were 


connected to the trade networks of the Asian Seas. 
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According to archaeological investigations, Quanzhou has about 78 sites of porce- 
lain kilns dated to the Song and Yuan era, and they are mostly located in the areas 
along the tributaries of the Jinjiang River, including: Cizao town in Jinjiang city 
along Jiushijiu Creek, the areas around the county seat of Dehua and Luodong town 
of Nanan city along East Creek, and the areas around the county seat of Anxi and 
Dongtian town of Nanan city along West Creek. Among these sites, Cizao Kilns and 
Dehua Kilns were the two biggest kiln styles and their production reached its height 
during the Song and Yuan periods. Quanzhous porcelain production was clearly 
export-oriented. Kendis and urns with dragon motifs from Cizao Kilns and kendis 
powder boxes and small bottles from Dehua Kilns wereexport porcelain products of 
Quanzhou with distinctive exotic features,. These production features are validated 
by underwaterexcavations from Song-Yuan shipwrecks and artefacts unearthed from 
historical sites in East Asia, Southeast Asia, South Asia and East Africa. Cizao Kilns 
and Dehua Kilns collectively demonstrate the formidable capacity of basic industries 
and the strong export capacity that Quanzhou possessed, as it functioned as an en- 


gine for the world maritime trade. 


Iron products were important exports in the Song and Yuan maritime trade. They 
have been found in several shipwrecks dated to the Song and Yuan periods. Among 
the artefacts uncovered from the "Nanhai No. 1" shipwreck, iron wares are the 
second largest in number after porcelain wares. As of December 2017, iron wares 
weighing a total of 80 tons have been found, most of which are iron bars and iron 
woks. In the Song Dynasty, Fujian was a major mining and metallurgy center. Its 
iron production grew rapidly in the 11th century. In Quanzhou, iron ore resources 
were extensively distributed; they abounded in the areas along West and East Creeks, 
two tributaries of Jin River which flowed across the Daiyuan Mountain region. More 
than 10 ancient sites of iron smelting have been found, mainly in Anxi County that 
West Creek flows through, the Luoyang River valley, and the coastal area of Huian 
County. These sites engaged in mining, smelting or iron casting. Qingyang Village 
in Anxi County had the highest density of iron smelting sites and was home to the 
government-run Qingyang Iron Plant during the Song Dynasty. Even today, iron 
production is a major industry of the county. Ihe Xiacaopu Iron Production Site in 
Qingyang Village, which has been revealed in an archaeological investigation, is 
an important piece of physical evidence of the iron smelting industry in Quanzhou 


during the Song and Yuan periods. 
E. Transportation Network and Its Representative Physical Evidence 


Transportation systems are the main arteries sustaining the operation of trade. 
The prosperity of Quanzhou's overseas trade during the Song and Yuan couldn't 
have been possible without the huge leap forward in the development of its wa- 
ter-land transportation network, which was composed of a series of bridges, roads, 
docks and sign along the sea routes. The main coastal thoroughfare, oriented 


south-north, linked up Quanzhous inner and outer regions. The remarkable ship- 
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Fig. 2.a-12 ceramics found in Fig. 2.a-13 ceramics found in 
Nanhai No.1 Shipwreck Dehua Kiln Sites 





Fig. 2.a-14 Cizao Products found in different places of the world 


ping capacity and convenience of the transportation system allowed Quanzhou to 


secure business opportunities and march towards diversity and prosperity. 


The connection between Quanzhou and the hinterland of the empire was blocked by 
the towering mountains in the northwest of the city, and the narrow flat area along 
the coast was fragmented by three east-west rivers - Luoyang River, Jinjiang River 
and Shijing River; all this made access to the outside world difficult. During the Song 
and Yuan periods, growing maritime trade made it imperative to improve shipping 
capacity, and a coastal thoroughfare would be the best choice. Clearly, construction 
of large-scale cross-sea stone bridges would be essential to the improvement of the 
transportation network. In 1059, Luoyang Bridge was completed on Luoyang River, 
ushering in a massive bridge building movement in Quanzhou that lasted roughly 


three centuries. Subsequently, in 1152, Anping Bridge was completed on Shijing 
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River, and in 1211, Shunji Bridge was completed on Jinjiang River; thus, all of the 
three natural obstacles were eliminated. Luoyang, Anping and Shunji Bridges bear a 
collective testimony to the formation of the main coastal thoroughfare, an inter-re- 
gional trunk road of the port of Quanzhou. They show that as a emporium of world 
trade, Quanzhou had convenient access to the vast interior regions and the oceans. 
Shunji Bridge is also a piece of physical evidence of the improvement of Quanzhou's 
intra-regional transportation system. The construction of these bridges was spear- 
headed by government officials and other social elites, while monks, merchants 
and commoners from all walks of life also worked closely together for the projects, 
reflecting full public involvement in infrastructure development at the central port 
of world trade. The sheer size of the cross-sea bridges reflects the enormous social 


wealth generated by maritime trade for the port city. 


Estuary Docks and Shihu Dock are evidence of the dock transportation system of 
Quanzhou Port during the Song and Yuan periods. Estuary Docks are the represen- 
tatives of the inner port docks that handled transshipments for the ancient city. Shi- 
hu Dock, located in the middle of the bay where Jinjiang River and Luoyang River 
converge, is the representative of outer port docks that received products from the 
mountainous hinterland upstream of the two rivers and facilitated the transfer of 
goods to and from other domestic ports. The two docks and the shipping routes in 
Jin River and its tributaries together formed Quanzhous river transportation system, 


and were connected to the maritime routes. 


Wanshou Pagoda and Liusheng Pagoda were the place markers and spiritual termi- 
nals of the maritime routes. They were built at the highest point of the shore and a 
peninsula jutting into the bay, respectively, both commanding sweeping views of the 
sea. They testify to the spiritual, navigational and scenic value of pagodas built in a 


bay in Quanzhou during the Song and Yuan periods. 
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Fig. 2.a-15 The spread and extension of "coastal highway" during the Song-Yuan periods 
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F. Overall Layout and Its Representative Physical Evidence 


There were three main links in the chain of maritime trade system: production, 
transportation and marketing. Whether or not a region was able to set up and 
operate this complete system of this nature depended on how efficiently it was 
able to utilize and integrate its resources. As the driving engine of Asian maritime 
trade network during the Song and Yuan periods, the port of Quanzhou not only 
purposefully developed and utilized the varied local resources and natural envi- 
ronment of its mountains, plains and shorelines, it also engaged in the adaptive 
development and innovation of specialized production strategies and infrastruc- 
ture construction. Additionally, it also strongly promoted the establishment of a 
cross-sectoral, inter-regional, diverse and integrated model of development that 
relied on resources from the vast surrounding regions and the empires heartland. 
Using this as a foundation, it created the grand form and composite landscape 
unique to the world emporium of maritime trade based on an organic functional 
layout of natural resources and environmental conditions, as well as a closely-knit 


network of land and water transportation infrastructure. 


The layout of production takes full advantage of the wider regional environmental 
setting 

In the 10^-14? centuries, the Chinese empire' agricultural sector was undergoing 
a commercial revolution. Production capability, the level of technology and the 
distribution of goods were all developing at an incredible pace. Organizational and 
operational models were also gradually maturing. Supported by a strong foundation 
of agricultural production, the largest trade goods of this period consisted mostly of 
cash crops, agricultural by-products and craft products. Most of these goods relied 
on specific resources and environmental characteristics. Moreover, farming fami- 
lies were the main units of labor, and it was with them that the production of these 


goods was organized. 


Consequentially, the production bases of Song-Yuan Quanzhou as the center of over- 
seas trade were primarily distributed in the inland mountain region, the suburbs, 
or villages located along the waterways. This was especially true of the specialized 
production industries like the kiln industry, the iron production industry, the liquor 
industry and the shipbuilding industry, which relied on natural or mined resources, 
environmental conditions and production conditions. These industries were more li- 
able to be subject to specific laws when it came to their spatial layout and the models 
of construction they employed. There existed a close dependent relationship between 
these production bases and their environmental setting, showing highly distinctive 


forms and landscape features. 
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Transport network integrates spatial and functional linkage 

Transportation was the link tying together production and marketing that makes 
the distribution of goods possible. Because of the unique connection that existed be- 
tween Quanzhous specialized industries and its wider environmental setting, a large 


number of the production bases in the mountain region were far removed from the 
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Fig. 2.a-16 Map showing the transportation network of Song-Yuan China 
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commercial trade centers along the shoreline. This resulted in the vast, integrated 
transportation network of waterways and land routes that linked these locations to- 
gether, and this network became one of the most notable morphological features of 


Quanzhou as the center of world maritime trade. 


[he transportation network of waterways was distributed along the rivers and bays, 
and utilized numerous pieces of infrastructure, including specialized dykes, ferry 
crossings, docks and channel markers. The transportation network of land routes 
ran through the mountains, across rivers and valleys and over the plains. It consisted 
of roads, bridges, mountain passes and stopovers. There were stops along these land 
routes and waterways at settlements and in areas where the surrounding geography 
made stops convenient. Together, these routes created a highly efficient commercial 
and civilian transportation network. Quanzhous vast and advanced transportation 
network, which links its disparate regions and districts, both spatially and function- 
ally, took shape organically. It also established efficient ties to the coastal regions to 
Quanzhous north and south, and to the wider world by way of the sea. In doing so, 
they defined the physical structure and form of this prot citys maritime trade eco- 


nomic system. 


Multiple functions and diverse social groups congregate in the city hub 

Cities are hubs of commerce and civilian transit. The fruits of socio-economic and 
cultural development are also always going to be most apparent within city spaces. 
As the key node for the integration of the export-goods production bases, the port 
and the transportation system, the city of Quanzhou featured a fully integrated lay- 
out of municipal functions and diverse and brilliant cultural vistas; it functioned as 
the central nervous system of the central port of world maritime trade in leading the 


integrated regional development. 


In 1087, the Song Dynasty officially designated Quanzhou as a national port for 
overseas trade and established a Maritime Trade Office here. In order to meet the 
operational and administrative demands of maritime trade, Quanzhou expanded 
upon its original system of local governmental regulations, adding to it various new 
duties and functionalities, such as customs administration, foreign affairs and admit- 
tance, administration of imperial clan, construction and administration of foreign 
merchant communities, exchange of overseas trade goods, custody and shipping of 
levied goods, transportation and distribution, high-level education and large-scale 
sacrificial ceremonies. In response to these functional requirements, Quanzhous 
system of separating and distributing districts based on their core function became 
increasingly well-defined and efficient. The shape of the city also experienced ma- 
jor changes, with the most notable area being the city's southside, which stretched 
further south, following the banks of the river. Here, it formed a new commercial 
district and foreign residential district. These featured a natural and compact lay- 
out. The city’s gates each spanned major transportation routes that led to important 


bridges and docks, making the city the essential hub of regional transportation. The 
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imperial clan, high-ranking government official, Chinese and foreign merchants, 
and regular citizens that congregated in the city brought with them a rich diversity 
of lifestyles, traditions and cultures. Their residences, places of worship, and public 
buildings carried clear marks of their respective cultural backgrounds, and together 
formed the city's unique and brilliant metropolitan vistas. Quanzhou accumulated a 
massive amount of wealth during this 400-year period of prosperous maritime trade. 
The numerous historic monuments and sites left over from this era which have sur- 
vived to the modern day stand testament to the diversity and prosperity of this em- 


porium of the world in 10th-14th centuries. 


) Site of Maritime Trade Office 
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84 | 2.a Description of Property 





2. Description 


(1) Role in the Serial Property 

As part ofthe serial property, the Jiuri Mountain Wind-Praying Inscriptions are a rep- 
resentative component reflecting the Institutional Guarantee of Quanzhou as a world 
maritime trade emporium. They are cliff inscriptions recording the ritual ceremonies 
held by state commissioners, local officials and members of the imperial clan respon- 
sible for the management of overseas trade in the Song dynasty, whose purpose was to 
pray for propitious winds to aid the overseas trade shipping business. They reflect the 
power the nation enjoyed under the Song dynasty's maritime trade policy to promote, 
manage and control maritime trade. These precious stone inscriptions are a historical 
archive providing an authentic record of such historical information as the operation- 
al cycles of maritime trade in the Song dynasty, which were closely connected with 
the monsoons. They reflect the spiritual impetus that the belief in maritime deities 


provided for trade activities. 


(2) Factual Information 

The Jiuri Mountain Wind-Praying Inscriptions are carved into the cliff face of the 
mountain on the northern bank of Jinjiang River. Jiuri Mountain is an offset of Qin- 
gyuan Mountain located seven kilometers northwest of Quanzhous old town at the 
upper reaches of Jinjiang River. It was one of the first areas of Quanzhou to be devel- 


oped and in past dynasties was a scenic spot on the outskirts of Quanzhou. 


01 - Jiuri Mountain Wind-Praying Inscriptions 
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02 - Maps of Jiuri Mountain Wind-Praying Inscriptions 
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2 Winter shipping departures in 1247 
4 Winter shipping departures in 1183 
5 Summer ships returning in 1243 
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Elevation of the western peak 


6 Winter shipping departures in 1257 
7 Winter shipping departures in 1266 
8 Winter shipping departures in 1174 





03 - Inscriptions on the western peak 


During the Song and Yuan dynasties, ocean navigation in the Indian Ocean, Southeast 
Asia and East Asia was mainly reliant on monsoons. Local government officials, Mari- 
time Trade Office officials, and imperial kinsmen from the Southern Clan Office went 
to Jiuri Mountain during the two monsoon seasons in winter and summer to pray for 
timely monsoons to facilitate the shipping business. They would hold ceremonies at 
King Tongyuan Temple (also known as Zhaohui Temple) at the foot of the mountain 
to pray for propitious winds, reading out wind prayers. Afterwards, they would visit 
the mountain, they would inscribe poetry, and to record the event, which was carved 
into Jiuri Mountains cliff faces. Today 78 stone inscriptions from the Song dynasty on- 
wards remain on Jiuri Mountain, ten of which involve Song-dynasty shipping prayers 
for propitious wind. They are distributed on the eastern and western peaks of Jiuri 
Mountain, two on the eastern peak and eight on the western peak. The earliest date 
back to 1174 and the latest to 1266. Six of the inscriptions record wind-praying rituals 
for winter shipping departures; three record wind-praying rituals for ships returning 


in the summer; and one records rites from both winter and summer. 


The inscriptions generally describe the time, place and participants of the ceremonies, 
as well as events or activities that were held after the ceremonies. For example, the 
inscription carved in 1188 simultaneously records the wind-praying activities of two 
seasons in one year, of which the wind prayers in the summer month of April were 
jointly presided over by Lin Ji, chief magistrate of Quanzhou, Hu Changging, an of- 
ficial in the Maritime Trade Office, Zhao Gongjiong, an official of the Southern Clan 


Office, and Han Jun, an army commander. They said prayers for propitious winds at 
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04 - Inscriptions on the western peak (Patial) 


King Tongyuan Temple on Jiuri Mountain, before hiking up the mountain and then 
rafting back down. Ten inscriptions record the participation of in total 9 maritime 
trade officials, and the involvement of 58 local political and military officials, 18 of 


whom were imperial clan members. 


(3) Contribution to the Proposed OUV 
liu Mountain Y ind: Pravy ng Inscriptions reco! I € 


Thanks to the huge contribution that overseas trade made to the nations finances, 
Song-dynasty officials attached a great deal of importance to its development. Of- 
ficial-led maritime wind-praying activities were an important reflection of Chinas 
power to initiate the development and strengthen the management of overseas trade. 
By the middle of the 12" century, the wind-praying rites at King Tongyuan Temple 
on Jiuri Mountain had already been included among the national ceremonies of sac- 
rificial offerings, which local officials were responsible for conducting regularly. The 
majority of the eleven incidences of prayers for propitious wind in the ten inscrip- 
tions were presided over by chief military commanders from the local government. 


Important military and political officials of the imperial government, including those 
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from the Maritime Trade Office working full time on the states overseas trade man- 
agement, officials of the Southern Clan Office (imperial kinsmen), and the military 
commander-in-chief came together to participate. The extensive participation of im- 
portant officials who represented Chinas power reflects the states advocacy of mari- 
time trade under the maritime trade system, while also indicating the responsibility 
of the Maritime Trade Office organization and local government for the management 


and control of maritime trade. 


B. The Wind-Praying Inscriptions on Jiuri Mountain are a valuable record of 
Quanzhou's maritime trade history, reflecting important historical information, 
such as the maritime trade operational cycles, which were closely interconnected 


with the monsoons. 


According to the Jiuri Mountain Wind-Praying Inscriptions in the nearly one hun- 
dred years from 1174 to 1266, the period set for prayers for propitious wind remained 
essentially unchanged. That is, in the summer month of April, prayers were held for 
the southwesterly winds that smoothed the trade ships’ return; in the winter months 
of October, November and December, prayers were held for northeasterly winds that 
provided a powerful force sending the departing ships off on their way. The ten in- 
scriptions record that the total number of attendances was 85, including 76 separate 
individuals, mostly military and political officials from the Maritime Trade Office and 
the local government in Quanzhou. The historical information recorded in the in- 
scriptions is a valuable record of such things as the monsoons’ effect on maritime 


trade operational cycles. 





05 - Inscriptions on the eastern peak (Patial) 
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06 - Details of Wind-Praying Inscriptions 
Ling Ji's Wind-Praying Inscriptions, Yan Yizhong's Wind-Praying Inscriptions, 
Sima ji's Wind-Praying Inscriptions 


C. From mountain deity to water deity and finally sea deity, the belief in King 
Tongyuan recorded in the Jiuri Mountain Wind-Praying Inscriptions played an 
important spiritual role in promoting the development of Quanzhou's maritime 


trade during the Song dynasty. 


King Tongyuan was originally revered as a mountain deity in the Yongchun region. 
Since he had the power to transport wood and bring rainfall, people revered him 
as a water deity and built a temple for him on Jiuri Mountain. In 1053, when Luoy- 
ang Bridge was constructed in Quanzhou, the governor Cai Xiang welcomed King 
Tongyuan to the bridge with offerings and built a temple to him to seek protection 
from the waters. From then on, local Quanzhou officials held prayer ceremonies for 
propitious wind to aid navigation and King Tongyuan thus completed the transition 
from mountain deity to water deity and finally sea deity. Belief in King Tongyuan, as 
well as in Zhenwu and Mazu, gave merchants engaged in maritime trade in the Song 
and Yuan dynasties a spiritual ballast. Acts such as these seeking the assistance of 
supernatural powers gave merchants the courage to overcome all difficulties and ven- 


ture across the oceans, and can objectively be said to have advanced maritime trade. 
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02 Site of Maritime Trade Office 


(1) Role in the Serial Property 

As part of the serial property, the Site of Maritime Trade Office is a representative 
component that highlights the Institutional Guarantee of the emporium of world 
maritime trade. The Maritime Trade Office was an administrative agency established 
by the regimes of the Song and Yuan dynasties in Quanzhou to manage maritime 
trade affairs. Its establishment marked the official designation of Quanzhou as a na- 
tional seaport for overseas maritime trade. The Maritime Trade Office was of vital 
importance to the economic prosperity and cultural exchanges of Quanzhou and to 
the common development of all maritime trade participants in Quanzhou during the 
Song and Yuan periods. It reflected the unique attributes of Quanzhou as a seaport 


underpinned by the strength of the mighty empire. 


(2) Factual Information 

The Maritime Trade Office in Quanzhou was established in 1087 by the regimes 
of the Song and Yuan dynasties to manage the city's maritime trade affairs. It was 
located on the bank of the Jinjiang River in the south part of the city of Quanzhou, 
outside Zhennan Gate of Luocheng (the "outer wall" of the old city of Quanzhou) 
and inside Nanxun Gate of Yicheng (the “wing wall"). In its early years, the Mari- 


time Trade Office lay outside the city. By the 13" century, it had been absorbed into 


Kal M yous 


Ww C1105 ^y 
PEST siam >’ 





Shuixian . » 7 
Temple 3 peo t 
a $ 
uw $5 
% 
\ 
. A 
1 
prey \ 
Q9 C1206TG3G 
2 » A 
D, 
E . \ 
o M 
Z . | > 
% Hongcuo \ 162 * 
©, 
e Hill A, ‘ " > 
C1206 Le C1206TG1F d 
Site of Nanxun — : e — e A a 
| City Gate \ rey Ad 
| , Do: s 
à $ 
Site of Maritime Trade Office V 
LEGEND M 
CJ) Archaeological Trench 
+ | Archaeological Grids N 











* | Prospect Hole ae vey 
cn | Reminds of the Site wee 


j= == Presumed Boundary of Ditch 








H | Ancient Well 














| — = Presumed Orientation of Remains | 








01 - Site plan of Site of Maritime Trade Office 
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O2 - Aerial view of TG3G 


the boundaries of the city. Its west side was close to the original ^wing wall"; on its 
northwest side, a ditch connected it to the citys moat and the Jinjiang River water- 


way system; and on its east, a road led to Zhennan Gate. 


The ongoing archaeological excavation has uncovered Song-Yuan ground remains 
in two trenches. A segment of a brick pavement, measuring about 5m in size, has 
been revealed in TG3G. The brick level has an elevation of 3.58m and a depth of 
1.5m. The bricks are square piece, each measuring 32cm in side length and 2cm in 
thickness. The north-south diagonal line of the bricks forms a 162-degree angle from 
the straight north-south line. The same paving method had been found used on 
other Song-Yuan official sites in the city. In the other trend, TGIE part of the stone 
pavement has been uncovered. The two stone slates are attached to each other, with 
an elevation of 4m and an orientation of 160 degrees. The two pavements, brick and 
stone, both have yellow soil bedding and similar deposits upon them. Based on the 
stratigraphy, the pavements are dated to the Southern Song and Yuan periods. Given 
all of their similarities in elevation, angles, paving methods, date and relations with 
adjacent areas, these two pavements must have been the ground of the same official 
building. The extant ditch in the northwest part of the site has a 10-20m wide un- 
derground silt layer on either side, testifying to the scale of the historical waterway 


system. 


According to historical records, in the Song and Yuan periods, the official rank of the 
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Maritime Trade Commissioner never rose above rank five. Archaeological work has 
confirmed that the site of Ningbos Maritime Trade Office, which was on the same 
rank as Quanzhous, is about 12,000 sqm in area. Using the Ningbo site as a refer- 
ence, we may infer that the Quanzhou site, enclosed by Maban Alley, Ditch Alley, 
Bamboo Alley and Water Gate Alley, had a comparable scale. The orientation of the 


site also corresponds to that of the buildings. 


Artifacts unearthed from the site are predominantly porcelain household articles, 
followed by architectural elements. The architectural elements include eave tiles and 
bricks. Among them are fragments of eave tiles from the Song dynasty decorated 
with lotus designs. More than 1,000 pieces of potsherds have been uncovered from 
the Song-Yuan stratum of the site; the majority of them are porcelain household ar- 
ticles glazed in various colors, mainly green-white, white and soy bean (black). They 
were mostly produced by local Cizao, Dongmen and Nanan Kilns. A few of them 
were products of kilns outside Quanzhou, such as Longquan, Yueyao, Jingdezhen 
and Jizhou Kilns. The unearthed fragments of Yuan-era egg-white glazed porcelain, 
decorated with dragon and flower designs, are remnants of high-grade porcelain, 


testifying to the high standard of the building complex. 


(3) Contribution to the Proposed OUV 

A. The establishment of the Maritime Trade Office marked the official designa- 
tion of Quanzhou as a national seaport for overseas maritime trade. It was of 
vital importance to the economic prosperity and cultural exchanges of Quanzhou 
and to the common development of all trade participantors across the maritime 


Asia during the Song and Yuan periods. 


With the establishment of the Maritime Trade Office, Quanzhou became a gateway 
of the Song-Yuan empire to the rest of the world, ushering in great opportunities 
for the development of this coastal city and benefiting all the participants in marine 
trade. The opening of the port led to an influx of foreign merchants, goods and cul- 
tural elements; as a result, the city took on a new look and its culture was significant- 
ly enriched, and a profound interchange of values followed. Moreover, it was more 
convenient for Quanzhou merchants to travel abroad to do business. Demand in the 
foreign trade market fueled the boom of the artisan industries, particularly the por- 
celain making industry, in both coastal and inland Quanzhou. Infrastructure facili- 
ties, such as bridges and docks, were vastly improved, contributing to the prosperity 
of all sectors and across the entire city. Ihe nations vast heartland was connected to 
the Asian oceans thanks to the opening of Quanzhou Port. This not only increased 
the states financial revenues, but also allowed the agricultural nation to upgrade its 
understanding of commercial concepts. Through trade and exchanges at the open 
port of Quanzhou, trade participants from the Asian oceans not only reaped eco- 
nomic returns, but also benefited from the civilizational and cultural achievements 


of the agricultural nation. 
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03 - Aerial view of TG1F 
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In the Tang Dynasty, Maritime Trade Offices performed administrative functions in 


both the economy and diplomacy. In the Song dynasty, as maritime trade became 


more important to state coffers, Maritime Trade Offices economic functions gained 


added prominence. Guangzhou and Ningbo had both set up a Maritime Trade Office 


ahead of Quanzhou and developed a sound maritime trade administration. With 


the establishment of a Maritime Trade Office in Quanzhou, the agricultural empires 


sophisticated economic administration system was implemented at Quanzhou Port. 


On the back of this national system, Quanzhou rapidly emerged as a major seaport 


at the east end of the Asian oceans. The establishment of the Maritime Trade Office 


in Quanzhou was a manifestation of the will of the state in the port city, testifying to 


the strong institutional guarantee provided by the official system for maritime trade. 


The remarkable civilizational and cultural achievements that the agricultural nation 


had secured over the centuries endowed Quanzhou Port with strong industrial sup- 


port and a vast consumer market; this practically assured the prosperity of Quan- 


zhou Port. Built on the strength of the empire, Quanzhou Port gained an edge in its 
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04 - Celadon, white porcelain, brown porcelain of Song-Yuan dynasty unearthed 
from the site 





05 - Fragments of Yuan-dynasty white glazed 06 - Fragments of Yuan-dynasty white glazed 
porcelain decorated with dragon design porcelain decorated with flower design 
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competition with other major Asian seaports and emerged as a major force for the 
advancement of maritime trade. The establishment of the Maritime Trade Office in 
Quanzhou cemented the city's official status as a representative of the agricultural 
empire; moreover, it endowed Quanzhou Port with all-round imperial support in 
economic, political and cultural spheres; furthermore, it allowed Quanzhou to devel- 


op unique attributes as a seaport underpinned by the strength of the mighty empire. 


C. The Site of Maritime Trade Office was a major landmark of the commercial 
district in the south part of the old city of Quanzhou; it bears testimony to the 


expansion of the city to the southern riverfront area driven by maritime trade. 


The Site of Maritime Trade Office showcases the layout features of Quanzhou's com- 
mercial administration functions. The Maritime Trade Office was based in the riv- 
erfront area outside the city to facilitate commercial administration along the river. 
Its east side was close to the city's south gate, Zhennan Gate, which facilitated the 
flow of goods and travelers. With the opening of the Maritime Trade Office, com- 
mercial activities in the southern area of the city increased. In the 13" century, the 
city of Quanzhou began to expand southward, eventually absorbing that area into its 
boundaries. Some of the historical place names associated with the functions of the 
Maritime Trade Office remain in use even today; they are important marks of the 
city of Quanzhou during the Song and Yuan periods. The layout of the southern dis- 
trict was aligned with the natural shoreline of the river. The orientation of the brick 
pavement discovered on the Site of Maritime Trade Office was related to the adjacent 
waterway system and the terrain, but clearly differs from the relatively neat layout of 


the administrative district on the north side of the city. 
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03 Site of Deji Gate 


(1) Role in the Serial Property 

As part of the serial property, the Site of Deji Gate is a representative component tes- 
tifying to the Institutional Guarantee of Quanzhou as a maritime trade emporium of 
the world. The site holds what remains of the southern city gate from the Song and 
Yuan dynasties and constitutes a record of the history of the city’s southward expan- 
sion during that period. As a major landmark within the commercial district on the 
south side of the city, the Site of Deji Gate stands testament to the governments ad- 
ministrative assurance for the development of maritime trade and commerce within 


the city. 


(2) Factual Information 

The Site of Deji Gate is what remains of the southern gate to the old city of Quan- 
zhou from the Song and Yuan dynasties. It is located at the southern extreme of the 
old city of Quanzhou, outside Tianhou (Heavenly Empress) Temple, which faces 
Jinjiang River and the Site of Shunji Bridge. Deji Gate, and the Yi Cheng, known as 
the “Wing Wall’, to which it was connected, were first built in 1230. By that time, the 
Tianhou Temple (Shunji Temple) and Shunji Bridge had already been completed. 
It became the main route by which people gained access to the commercial district 


on the south side of the city. The site of the gate was expanded in 1352 (Yuan dynas- 
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02 - Maps of Site of Deji Gate 
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03 - City wall and gate 





04 - The moat of Song dynasty 
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ty). In the Ming dynasty an barbican was constructed for the gate, and in the Qing 
dynasty the gate underwent repairs and reinforcements. Up until the middle of the 
20" century, the gate remained in regular use, giving it a history of over 700 years. 
Archaeological excavation in 2001 fully revealed the remains of the various phases of 


construction on the site from the 13^ century. 


As revealed in archaeological excavations, historical remains from different eras are 
preserved on the Site of Deji Gate. Facing southward, the site covers a total area of 
2,000 square meters. Built of granite slabs, it is partly reinforced using lime grouting. 
Based on the relationship among the architectural remains, in the archaeological 
work zone, remains of construction from the Southern Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing 
eras have been identified. Starting on the northern side of the site and proceeding 
southward, there are the Southern Song city wall, the inner moat and the ancient 
arch bridge, the Yuan and Ming city wall and gate, the Ming barbican and the outer 


moat. The overall layout of the site clearly shows a trend of southward expansion. 


The Wing Wall built in 1230 is located on the northernmost side of the site. An about 
31.5-meter-long section of the wall foundation, which creates an arc-shape from east 
to west, has been uncovered. On either side of the wall foundation, stone slabs were 
built up, functioning as the wall cladding, with the center consisting of an earth-and- 
stone fill. Along the south face of the Southern Song city wall ran its moat (the inner 
moat), of which a 47.2-meter-section has been discovered. The sides and bed of the 
moat were lined with stone, and an arch bridge was built at either end, east and west. 
In 1352 during the Yuan dynasty, the city gate was expanded outward, and was giv- 
en the name "Deji Gate’, with the site laying just south of the inner moat and now 
superimposed by the Ming-era city wall. By then, the moat outside the original city 
wall from the Southern Song dynasty had already been encircled by the city wall and 


thus became an inner moat. 


In the second half of the 14^ century during the Ming dynasty, Deji Gate was ex- 
panded on a relatively larger scale. On top of the foundation of the Yuan-era city 
wall, a new city wall was built and a new city gate was added. A largely rectangular 
fortified barbican was built to the south side, too. The wall foundation has a width of 
roughly 5 meters and a residual height 0.5 to 1 meter. In the middle segment, there 
are bases for the gate foundation and the road that ran through the entrance, as well 
as a stone slab to cross the inner moat. The barbican wall is 41.1-43.6 meters long 
from east to west and 22.4 meters wide from north to south. There is a gate on the 
barbicans west wall, and an outer moat runs along the south side. Stone structural 
elements from the Southern Song era were used in the construction of the Ming city 
wall. Some of those stones were adorned with Christian, Islamic and Hindu decora- 
tive elements. Another construction project to reinforce the inner wall of the barbi- 


can was undertaken in 1658. 


Excavations at the site have yielded some bricks used for wall repairs, stone architec- 
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O8 - Wall of the barbican 





tural elements, and Ming and Qing iron cannons and projectiles, as well as a stone 
stele from the 17" century inscribed with the four Chinese characters "Pan Jie Jian 


Xi” (literally, “cross-examining enemy agents"). 


(3) Contribution to the Proposed OUV 
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The artifacts uncovered on the Site of Deji Gate, which have been dated to various 
historical periods, can be used to corroborate historical accounts documenting the 
700 years of development that took place in Quanzhou from the 13" to the 20" cen- 
tury. They are the historical specimen of Quanzhous urban development since the 
Song and Yuan dynasties. Beginning in the 10" century and spurred on by maritime 
trade, Quanzhou gradually expanded southward. During this expansion, important 
municipal landmarks and structures were constructed one after the other, including 
Qingjing Mosque, the Maritime Trade Office, Tianhou Temple and Shunji Bridge. 
As a result, the south side within the city began to rise in importance. With the con- 


struction of the Wing Wall and the city’s new south gate in 1230, the city formally 
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absorbed the riverfront area to its south. This is an important milestone in the urban 
development and cultural integration of Quanzhou. The Site of Deji Gate, located at 
the citys southernmost point, thus bears a unique testimony to the city's historical 


advancements. 


B. The Site of Deji Gate was an important landmark within the commercial dis- 
trict on Quanzhou's south side. It reveals the local government's administration 
of the commercial district during the Song and Yuan dynasties and stands testa- 
ment to the administrative assurance that officials provided for the development 


of maritime trade and commerce within the city. 


Deji Gate was a vital key-point of transportation for the commercial district of 
southern Quanzhou. Whether people entered the city from the route along the south 
bank of Jinjiang River via Shunji Bridge or by way of the river docks at Nanguang 
Port, they had to enter through Deji Gate. Just inside the gate was Tianhou Temple, 
a mecca of sorts for maritime traders. Outside the gate were commercial streets like 
Jubao Road, which connected the city to the Jinjiang riverside district. These riv- 
erside streets were used by merchants as convenient locations to peddle maritime 
goods. This was the commercial districts most prosperous area. However, due to 
its location along the river, it was often subject to flooding. The construction of the 
Wing Wall and Deji Gate were completed with the support of the governor. Not only 
did they facilitate management of the people going in and out of the city, they also 
helped ensure the safety of the residences and commercial activities of the merchants 
living on the city's south side. The Site of Deji Gate reveals the emphasis the local 
government of Quanzhou during the Song and Yuan periods placed on the city's 


commercial district, as well as officials administration of it. 





09 - Foreign religious stone carvings on the site 


2.a-3 22 Sites Description 105 


Quanzhou: Emporium of the World in Song-Yuan China 


C. The Islamic, Christian and Hindu stone structural elements unearthed on the 
Site of Deji Gate are important evidence that the inflow of people and the coexis- 


tence of diverse cultures in Quanzhou during the Song and Yuan periods. 


Foreign religions, including Islam, Christianity and Hinduism, thrived in Quanzhou 
during the Song and Yuan periods. When Deji Date was expanded at the end of 
the 14" century, architectural elements with religious adornments were taken from 
various structures and graves in the surrounding area to build the foundation of the 
new wall. Many of these elements have survived the ensuing centuries fully intact in 
many parts of the Site of Deji Gate. These structural elements, along with those with 
foreign religious features which are preserved in Kaiyuan Temple and Tianhou Tem- 
ple, lend substantial credence to the historical landscape of Quanzhou as a melting 


pot of diverse peoples and cultures during the Song and Yuan periods. 
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04 Tianhou Temple 


(1) Role in the Serial Property 

As part of the serial property, Tianhou Temple is a representative component reflect- 
ing the Institutional Guarantee of ancient Quanzhou as the world maritime trade 
emporium. It is a sacrificial structure for the sea goddess Mazu, who emerged in 
Quanzhou during the Song dynasty. The temple bears witness to the formation and 
development of Mazu belief amidst maritime trade, and reveals how folk beliefs and 
the will of the state worked in concert to advance maritime trade. Closely associated 
with Quanzhous merchants, the temple bears testimony to the development of the 


commercial district on the city's south side under the effects of maritime trade. 


(2) Factual Information 

Tianhou Temple is located at the southern end of the old city of Quanzhou, facing 
the Jinjiang River and coastal ports to the south. It is dedicated to the worship of 
Mazu, the sea goddess of Quanzhou, and is a major center for the dissemination of 
Mazu belief around the world. Mazu belief came into existence in the late 10" centu- 
ry and started spreading to the coastal regions of China and even Southeast Asia in 
the late 12" century by way of Quanzhou's maritime trade under the support of suc- 
cessive dynasties. It eventually became a worldwide sea deity belief with an extensive 
influence. Tianhou Temple in Quanzhou played a vital role in the development and 


spread of Mazu belief. 


01 - Tianhou Hall and the worship courtyard 
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02 - Maps of Tianhou Temple 
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1 Main gate 

2 Theatrical stage 

3 The worship courtyard 
4 Tianhou Hall 

5 Sleeping Hall 


6 Grooming building 

7 Side towers 

8 East and west wing rooms 
9 Pavilions 

10 Side rooms 
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South elevation of the Sleeping Hall 
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2. Description 





03 - The main gate and the theatrical stage 


Tianhou Temple was first built in 1196, originally known as Shunji Temple. As both 
government bureaucrats and regular citizens in the successive dynasties held Mazu 
in high reverence, the temple steadily developed and was well maintained. Its layout 
with a hall at the front and sleeping quarters at the rear, which was already in place 
before the 16" century, has been preserved to this day. The extant building complex 
faces south, featuring a central axisymmetric courtyard layout as a whole. Standing 
on the central axis are, from south to north, the main gate, the theatrical stage, the 
worship courtyard, Tianhou Hall, the Sleeping Hall and the grooming building. The 
central axis is flanked by the east and west wing rooms, side rooms and pavilions; 
these ancillary structures enclose the courtyard. The temple occupies an area of 


roughly 6,800 square meters. 


Tianhou Hall, the main part of this architectural ensemble, stands on a granite foun- 
dation platform. It is a large five-bay hall with a double-eaves hip-and-gable roof, 
and has a veranda at the front. Ihe extant main structure of Tianhou Hall was built 
in the 19" century. The hall enshrines the statues of Tianhou (Heavenly Empress) 
and assistant deities; it is the main place where followers worship and offer sacrifices 
to Tianhou. To the south of Tianhou Hall stands the theatrical building, which serves 
the purpose of entertaining the deities. In front of the hall is the spacious worship 
courtyard where large-scale sacrificial rituals are held. The Sleeping Hall, where the 
deities rest, stands on the high terrace to the north of Tianhou Hall; it is a seven-bay 
structure and has a flush-gable roof; its extant main structure was completed in the 
16" century. Underneath the eaves of the central bay at the front are two Hindu dia- 
base columns, carved in a style similar to that of the Hindu stone columns in Kaiyu- 
an Temple; they were structural elements taken from a Yuan-dynasty Hindu temple 


and incorporated into Tianhou Temple during a repair project in the Ming dynasty. 
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Sacrificial rituals for Mazu have been regular events at Tianhou Temple since the 
Song and Yuan periods. Every year on the third day of the third lunar month, grand 
sacrificial ceremonies are held to celebrate Mazu’s birthday, including a “triple trib- 
ute” and music and dance performances. In the first lunar month every year, events 
are staged for the deities to “inspect the city” and Mazu to “inspect the territory’, 
drawing huge throngs of believers. As the global center for the dissemination of 
Mazu belief, Tianhou Temple receives an endless stream of pilgrims from around the 


world, demonstrating the cross-sea exchange driven by sea deity belief. 


(3) Contribution to the Proposed OUV 
A. Tianhou Temple’s Mazu belief is a folk belief which came into existence amidst 
maritime trade during the Song and Yuan dynasties; it embodies the contribu- 


tions of unofficial institutions to maritime trade. 


Mazu belief is a folk belief which originated from Quanzhou. During the Song and 
Yuan periods, the local maritime population on their long-distance ocean voyages 
developed the cult of a sea goddess named Mazu based on the appearances of local 
people. Believed to protect voyagers from the dangers of the sea, Mazu attracted a 
huge following, particularly amongst maritime merchants. In the late 12" century 
after a base was established at Quanzhou Port, Mazu belief rapidly spread with the 
growth of the citys maritime trade and the numerous voyages of maritime mer- 
chants. Sea deity belief provided the spiritual ballast for maritime merchants, inspir- 
ing Quanzhou merchants to brave the perils and hardships on the high seas. At the 


same time, as gathering places for maritime merchants, sea deity temples were nat- 
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05 - Hindu stone columns in Sleeping Hall 


urally centers for the exchange of commercial information. Reverence for sea deities 
imposed moral constraints on merchants and compelled them to strictly abide by the 
code of business ethics, which was conducive to commercialism. Tianhou Temples 
Mazu belief, along with sea god beliefs such as Zhenwu belief and King Tongyuan 
belief, provided unofficial institutions assurance and contributed significantly to the 


development of maritime trade in Quanzhou during the Song and Yuan periods. 


B. During the Song and Yuan periods, the government's efforts to advance Mazu 
belief resulted in the merging of folk belief and the will of the state, reflecting the 


state's promotion of maritime trade. 


Despite its folk origins, Mazu belief rapidly grew thanks to the vigorous promotion 
by the government, which sought to encourage maritime trade. During the Song 
era, Mazu received a number of titles from the government. Shortly after Tianhou 
Temple was built, the governor of Quanzhou came and offered sacrifices. During 
the Yuan era, in recognition of the belief's outstanding contributions to maritime 
trade and tribute grain transport, Mazus divine status was elevated to that of Tian- 
fei (Heavenly Princess), and sacrifices for her were formally included into official 
sacrificial ceremonies, with the imperial court sending an envoy each year to make 
sacrificial offerings. In 1281, the imperial court instructed the maritime trade super- 
intendent to confer the title of Heavenly Princess on Mazu, affirming Mazu belief’s 
significant linkage with maritime trade and the affairs of the Maritime Trade Office. 
The high level of consensus reached between the will of the state and the folk belief 
added fuel to the maritime trade boom in Quanzhou during the Song and Yuan pe- 


riods. 
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O6 - Mazu religious activity of"Inspect the territory" in Quanzhou 


| major landmark in the commercial district on the city’s south side, 
zhou spurred on by maritime trade during the Song 


Shunji Temple, whose construction was championed by the monk Juequan and 
prominent citizen Xu Shichang, was completed in 1196 on the bank of the Jinjiang 
River outside the city of Quanzhou. Its location was well chosen as it was close to the 
Jinjiang River port but removed from the city's administrative center, boasting a su- 
perb environment; thus, it was easy for merchants to travel back and forth between 
the temple and the city. In 1211, Shunji Bridge was completed in close proximity to 
Shunji Temple, testifying to the importance of the area as a major gathering place for 
merchants. Further, with the completion of the Wing Wall in 1230, Shunji Temple 
was absorbed into the boundaries of the city, afhrming the commitment of the city 
administrators to this commercial area. Tianhou Temple thus emerged as a major 
landmark of the commercial district on the city's south side, bearing witness to the 
activities of Quanzhou merchants; it exerted a profound influence on the city's devel- 
opment after the 12" century, and laid the foundation for the urban layout of Quan- 


zhou spurred on by maritime trade during the Song and Yuan periods. 


114 2.a Description of Property 





2. Description 


(1) Role in the Serial Property 

As part of the serial property, Zhenwu Temple is a representative component re- 
flecting the Institutional Guarantee of Quanzhou as the emporium of world mari- 
time trade. Founded in the era of the Song and Yuan dynasties and dedicated to the 
worship of Emperor Zhenwu, this Daoist temple served as an important landmark 
within the ancient port of Fashi. Because it was a place of worship of sea gods, it also 
became an important source of spiritual support for those within the merchant class 
who engaged in maritime trade. Furthermore, Zhenwu Temple was the venue cho- 
sen by Quanzhou officials to make their sacrifices to the sea, an act that was meant to 


show their support and promotion to maritime trade. 


(2) Factual Information 

Zhenwu Temple sits in eastern Quanzhou in the foothills of Stone Mountain along 
the northern shore of Jinjiang River. It consists of a group of courtyard structures 
leaning into the mountainous landscape. Stone Mountain is an important landmark 
in Quanzhous suburbs. Ancient people built numerous temples and harbors along 
the mountainside, eventually turning the area into an important overseas maritime 
trade port for Quanzhou known as “Fashi Port”. Zhenwu Temple is dedicated to the 
worship of a respected Daoist deity known as Emperor Zhenwu. Since the time of the 


Song and Yuan dynasties, Emperor Zhenwu has been viewed as a god of the sea that 


01 - The temple gate of Zhenwu Temple 
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02 - Maps of Zhenwu Temple 
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West elevation of Zhenwu Palace Hall 




























































































South elevation of Zhenwu Palace Hall 
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calms troubled waters. The then magistrate Zhen Dexiu held sacrificial rites to Em- 
peror Zhenwu for safe maritime voyages in early 13" century of the Southern Song 
dynasty Quanzhou. The site of Zhenwu Temple is located close to Estuary Docks, 
along what used to be the main road that ran east toward Houzhu Port, a convenient 
location for passing merchants to stop and worship. The temple was first constructed 
during the Song dynasty, and has remained in use to this day, with numerous repairs 
made to the structure in the interim. The site sits in the east and faces westward. 
Within the current site, starting from the lower elevation near the entrance to the 
higher elevation at the back, you will first find the temple gate, then the stone steps, 
the pavilion, and finally Zhenwu Palace Hall. 


The temple gate features a decorated archway. Behind the temple gate, carved into 
the rock, there are 24 stone stairs. The original handrails from the Song dynasty, 
along with the original carved stone lion adornments, remains on either side of the 
stone stairs. On the platform above the stone stairs, there is a rock that resembles 
a turtle and a snake—a symbol of Emperor Zhenwu. On this rock, there is a stone 
tablet from 1533 called the "Tun Hai (devouring the sea)" stele, set there by Jinjiang 
head magistrate Han Yue. The footprint of the pavilion is rectangular in shape, and 
it is topped with a double-eave hip-and-gable roof. The top level of overhanging 
eaves are in the shape of a pointed octagon. Zhenwu Palace Hall is a courtyard house 
structure constructed in the traditional southern Fujian architectural style. It is 
composed of the entrance hall, worship pavilion and main hall, which are intercon- 
nected. In the main hall, resting on a carved stone foundation, is a statue enshrining 
Emperor Zhenwu. Inside and outside the structures of this site, there are multiple 


examples of carved stone tablets from the Ming and Qing dynasties. 


Since the Ming and Qing dynasties, the religious traditions practiced at Zhenwu 
Temple have been transmitted to Taiwan, Hong Kong and other parts of Southeast 


Asia. Adherents to these religious practices in Taiwan and other such locations hold 
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03 - Stone stairs 04 - Stone lion adornments on 
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O6 - Zhenwu Palace Hall 07 - Interior of Zhenwu Palace Hall 


Zhenwu Temple in reverence as "Southern Wudang’, and the "Zu Miao” (temple of 
dissemination origin). Zhenwu faith is still practiced by the local people to this day. 
Every year on the 29" of the first lunar month local villagers would come to the tem- 


ple to have sea-worship sacrificial ceremonies. 


(3) Contribution to the Proposed OUV 


Quanzhou's Zhenwu belief originated from Wudang Mountain in Hubei Province. 
Originally, Emperor Zhenwu was a deity in northern Chinese religion. According to 
Yin and Yang and the five phases of Chinese philosophy, the north symbolizes water. 
Likewise, Emperor Zhenwu—a deity of the north—was naturally going to hold sway 


over water. Starting in the Song and Yuan dynasties, Emperor Zhenwu was gradually 
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08 - Inscription of "Cheng Xin Lang" on the stone 
foundation platform 


transformed from a god of water into a god of the sea, becoming the object of wider 
worship. Together with other sea deities such as King Tongyuan and Mazu, Emperor 
Zhenwu provided great spiritual support and motivation to those merchants who 
engaged in maritime trade during the Song and Yuan dynasties. By calling on such 
supernatural forces for aid, these merchants were given the courage to overcome 
great hardships and sail the high seas. Objectively speaking, these religions advanced 


the development of maritime trade. 


B. Zhenwu Temple testifies to the commitment of the Song- and Yuan-dynasty 


governments to maritime trade. 


On the stone foundation platform that supports the statue in Zhenwu Temples pal- 
ace hall, there is a preserved inscription which reads “Cheng Xin Lang’. Cheng Xin 
Lang was an official rank bestowed upon military officials in the beginning of the 
12" century. Historical records show that in the Song dynasty the people that made 
significant financial contributions to encouraging the business of foreign merchants 
would receive the honorable rank as Cheng Xin Lang. This more than indicates that 
there was great support and encouragement for maritime trade from the govern- 
ment. This support also shows the approval that the local government had for the 
religious traditions of Emperor Zhenwu and for the use of religious sacrifice to en- 
sure the safety of maritime traders. According to historical records, during the Song 
dynasty, Zhenwu Temple was where the governor of the prefecture would go to pay 
homage to the gods of the sea. The government officials of Quanzhou would go to 
King Tongyuan Temple to pray for good winds, and for calm seas they would pray at 
Zhenwu Temple. During the Southern Song, when the magistrate Zhen Dexiu went 
to Zhenwu Temple to pray, he wrote a passage titled "Prayers of Zhenwu Palace Hall’, 
in which he expressed his wish that through offering prayer to Emperor Zhenwu, he 
might secure safety for the ships out at sea engaging in maritime trade. This is yet 
another example of the deep support shown toward maritime trade on the part of 


the government. 
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Second Group: Representative Monuments and Sites Bearing Essen- 
tial Testimonies to the 'Multi-cultural Communities' and 'Structure of 


the City’. 
06 Site of Southern Clan Office 


(1) Role in the Serial Property 


As part of the serial property, the Site of Southern Clan Office is a representative 
component that highlights the Multi-cultural Communities at the world maritime 
trade emporium. It was the administrative agency for the group of Song-dynasty 


imperial kinsmen who had relocated to Quanzhou. This influential group was an 


integral part of Quanzhou's Multi-cultural Communities. They not only boosted 


Quanzhous consumer spending power, but also participated actively in maritime 
trade. The establishment of the Southern Clan Office further strengthened the na- 
tional regimes efforts to advance Quanzhou's maritime trade, reflecting the strong 


management assurance provided by the government. 


(2) Factual Information 


The Southern Clan Office was an administrative agency established for the Song-dy- 


nasty kinsmen who relocated to Quanzhou in 1130 and thereafter. The site is located 
to the southwest of the city’s Suqing Gate, south of Kaiyuan Temple and close to the 
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02 - Aerial view of archaeological excavation units of the site 
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city's administrative center. According to historical sources, the choice of location for 
the Office was related to a water area that existed from the 8" century. Some ponds 
can still be seen in this area, presumably the remains of the historical waterway sys- 
tem. They are important points of reference for determining the historical boundar- 
ies of the Southern Clan Office. Considering that traditional buildings in China typi- 
cally face south with the back to the north and are backed by hills while facing water, 
archaeological survey is being conducted on a large expanse of ground centered 
around the extant pond and progressively expands outwards. The survey of building 
vestiges is focused on the northern part of the water area. A large underground silt 
layer has been found around the extant pond and is believed to be the vestiges of the 
original "free life pond”. An archaeological excavation of a 1,400-square-meter area 
to the north of the pond has yielded two architectural foundations, the remains of 
retaining walls and a roadway along the bank of the pond, as well as architectural 


elements and potsherds. 


In the two excavation units on the east side of the excavation area - T7G and T8G, 
wooden stakes used to reinforce the retaining walls of the pond have been found. 
The stakes, 0.1m in diameter, are arrayed south-north, about 9 degrees north by east 
(or south by west), and therefore are believed to have been intended to reinforce the 


east bank of the pond. Backfill has been found in the pond bank to the east side of 
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the stakes. On top of the backfill lay a section of earthen treading ground, presum- 
ably the remnants of a roadway along the pond bank. Remains of an architectural 
foundation have been discovered 3.2-3.9m to the east side of the stakes; they include 
an earthen pedestal, stone cuttings, and cross ties and land spikes placed beneath. 
The uncovered section of the earthen pedestal, which is the main part of the remains 
of the building, is 14m long south-north and has a residual thickness of 0.9m. A 
batch of stone cuttings formed the bottom of the foundation. The stone cuttings, 
each 0.3-0.8m long, 0.2-0.25m wide and 0.2-0.3m thick, have been found arrayed 
in parallel to the stakes, with three remaining layers. Ihey were bonded with alter- 
nating courses of stretchers and headers (like the English Bond) and were bound 
together with mortar. The cross ties and land spikes functioned as reinforcements of 
the foundation. The cross ties were laid on the ground and 3 to 5 layers remain. The 
four land spikes were inserted into the ground and arrayed south-north. Based on 
the stratigraphy and unearthed objects, the stakes, roadway and foundation are dat- 


ed to the Southern Song period. 


Within the five excavation units, including T7C, on the west side the excavation area, 
another architectural foundation has been found. It is located on the south exten- 
sion of Kaiyuan Temples central axis and also includes an earthen pedestal and land 
spikes. The pedestal, filled with soft and pure yellow clay, is about 0.5m thick and 
30m long north-south and oriented 3 degree north by east. The land spikes were ar- 
rayed within an area about 10.5m east-west and 11m north-south. The arrangement 
of land spikes in the southeast part of this area suggests that there should be a cor- 
ner of a building. There are no building vestiges at all between the two architectural 


foundations, indicating that it might be part of the pond. 


Archaeological studies have found that the old city of Quanzhou had different over- 
all layout orientations in the Tang and Song dynasties. In the Tang Dynasty, the ur- 
ban buildings and road network were oriented in alignment with the orientation of 
the main hall of Kaiyuan Temple, which is due south-north. However, in the Song 
and subsequent dynasties, the urban buildings and road network were oriented 8 
to 9 degrees south by west, perpendicular to the line that would connect the central 
points of the East and West Pagodas of Kaiyuan Temple. According to historical doc- 
uments, the Southern Clan Office comprised a number of buildings, including the 
Retribution House (Chengquan Suo), the Self-Rehabilitation Study (Zixin Zhai), the 
Lotus Hall (Furong Tang) and the Heavenly Treasure (Tianbao) Pond. Some of the 
buildings possibly have their roots in the Shuilu (Water and Land) Hall, which was 
built over the pond during the Tang Dynasty. The architectural foundation uncov- 
ered in the west part of the excavation area is oriented nearly due south-north, and 
the building was constructed on a terrace in the water and is oriented due south of 
Kaiyuan Temple; further, a large number of eave tiles with lotus and hibiscus designs 
have been found around this area. As such, it is very likely that the foundation was 
of the Lotus Hall of the Song dynasty and was related to the Shuilu Hall of the Tang 
Dynasty. On the other hand, the architectural foundation in the east part of the exca- 


2.a-3 22 Sites Description |123 


Quanzhou: Emporium of the World in Song-Yuan China 


= mem dmm m oS i ann ini. = == = inn um SS a Am nt m psi ocn unt Sii (nim equis t ant Pn dmg 
l | ul 
I i T 
I I 
| | l 
l 4.58 . I 
1 Eee MY | 
| Land Spikes x | L1 | 
F T Land Spikes | + "e T T padwey O 
| | long Architectural 
l | | he Bank’ Foundation 
l Stakes ://4.85 | 
I 4.52 Land Spikes Be | | Land I 
I o 4 5398% | Spike I 
REVO SCENE gsl | | = 3 
l 
L m x d a ne T | be es a "— —  À zT ER dome bud un np 
| No.2 Dd 
| Architectural | 1 
| Foundation | l 
| 
Hi 3.93 | i 
l l 
l | 
F I 
l l 
I N 
l i 
l l 
l l 
l i 
l | 
I daddies als" de oe J 0 25 5 10M 





03 - Plan of Site of Southern Clan Office 


vation area is oriented 9 degrees south by west, and therefore presumably belonged 
to another building of the Southern Clan Office constructed during the Southern 
Song period. Archaeologists have endeavored to find the layout of the Southern Clan 
Office based on data collected from excavations, such as the distance between the 
Lotus Hall and the east bank of the pond. 


A large quantity of architectural elements and potsherds, as well as several inkstones, 
have also been found on the site. The architectural elements include eave tiles, an- 
imal-shaped roof-ridge ornaments and bricks. The patterns on the eave tiles are 
predominantly flower designs such as lotus, peony and hibiscus, with some animal 
masks. They are similar to those seen on the eave tiles uncovered from the sites of 
Song-era high-grade official buildings in Hangzhou and Luoyang. The similarities 
show that the building complex on the site matches the administrative rank of the 
Southern Clan Office. Some uncovered bricks were engraved with the Chinese char- 
acter “guan” (government), suggesting that they were associated with government 
buildings. Unearthed porcelain objects include green, white (green-white), black 
(soybean) and blue-and-white porcelains. Most of them were products of Cizao and 
Dehua Kilns, with a few from outside of Quanzhou; they are mostly dated to the 


Song dynasty. 


Ink-written Chinese characters can be seen on some unearthed porcelain fragments, 
mostly related to the years designated by the heavenly stems and earthly branches, 
or institutional or personal names. Institutional names include "Shuilu" (Water and 
Land), “Shuiliu” (Water Six), "Shuiliu Changzhu" (Water Six Permanent), “Shuiliu 
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2. Description 


Kusi” (Water-Land Warehouse) and 
"Siku" (Treasurer), suggesting that 
the site is associated with Shuilu 
Temple and the Southern Clan Of- 


fice. Personal names include “Yun”, 


B M Shu’, “Zhong”, "Yan, “Zong” and 


“Chong”; most of them are the 
generation names for the Zhao-sur- 
named imperial kinsmen of the 
Song dynasty; they are vital clues 
related to the group of imperial 


kinsmen. 


(3) Contribution to the Proposed 
OUV 


) the impe- 
ansmen 


Cts O Juanznou 





'€rru mpetus for Quanzhous 


Ihe imperial kinsmen of the South- 
ern Song dynasty played a signifi- 
cant role in Quanzhous socio-eco- 
nomic development. Their arrival 
boosted the local consumer spend- 


ing power; in particular, their pur- 





i chase of luxury foreign goods, such 


04 - No.1 architectural foundation and remains as incense medicines and treasures, 


stimulated the demand for imports. 

The expansion of the local consum- 
er market, coupled with Quanzhous remarkable export capacity and transshipment 
capacity, added to the functionality and prosperity of Quanzhou Port. The imperial 
kinsmen enjoyed privileged status in Quanzhou society and possessed vast resources 
in education and the Imperial Examinations; as such, they wielded strong influence 
over local society. Some of them served in the government or in the Maritime Trade 
Office and participated in port construction and commerce and trade administra- 


tion, playing a significant role in maritime trade and port development. Others were 
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05 - No.2 architectural foundation and land spikes 


merchants engaged in maritime trade. A total of 98 wooden tags were uncovered 
from the shipwreck found in 1974 at Quanzhous Houzhu Port; 19 of them are 
marked with the characters "Nanjia" and eight with “Anjun”, “Hejun’, “Zhaojun” and 
"Xujun, all of which are names of the branches of the imperial lineage. According to 
researchers, the wooden tags suggest that the Southern Clan Office and Zhao-sur- 
named imperial kinsmen were involved in the ships trading activities. The imperial 
kinsmens direct participation in maritime trade stands testament to the pervasive 


commercialism in Quanzhou during the Song and Yuan periods. 


B. The establishment of the Southern Clan Office further strengthened the na- 
tional regime's efforts to advance Quanzhou's maritime trade, reflecting the 


strong management assurance provided by the government. 


The Southern Clan Office was based in Quanzhou, not just because the city was far 
from the military front and was relatively secure; it also reflected considerations 
of the level of economic development in Quanzhou. Before moving to Quanzhou, 
the Southern Clan Office had been in existence for over 40 years. The remarkable 
growth of maritime trade meant that the imperial kinsmen could enjoy a comfort- 
able standard of living in Quanzhou. The number of imperial kinsmen relocating to 
Quanzhou steadily increased with the city's thriving maritime trade, exceeding 2,300 
by the early 13^ century. The remunerations and supplies for these imperial kinsmen 
were provided by the local government and the Maritime Trade Office in Quanzhou; 
as such, the income of the Maritime Trade Office in Quanzhou had a bearing not 
only on state coffers but also on the imperial kinsmens standard of living. Therefore, 
the national regime devoted greater attention to the development of maritime trade 
in Quanzhou; this enabled Quanzhou to secure higher political status, more prefer- 
ential policies and greater development resources than regular prefecture-level cities 
and other cities with a Maritime Trade Office. As a result, Quanzhou's maritime 


trade grew rapidly. 
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C. The Site of Southern Clan Office demonstrates the characteristics of the layout 
of the administrative district in northern Quanzhou during the Song and Yuan 


dynasties. 


The Site of Southern Clan Office is located to the south of Kaiyuan Temple, bounded 
on the north by the city's east-west thoroughfare and near the city's administrative 
center (Zicheng) to the east. The architectural foundation uncovered in the archae- 
ological investigation of the site has links with the layout orientation of the city of 
Quanzhou in different historical periods, as well as with the architectural axis of 
Kaiyuan Temple. According to historical documents, the area used to have religious 
buildings, administrative agencies and high-grade residences, reflecting the charac- 


teristics of the layout of the administrative district in northern Quanzhou during the 


Song and Yuan periods. 











O6 - Architectual elements unearthed from the site 
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08 - Objects with ink-writtern characters unearthed from the site 
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2. Description 


07 Confucius Temple and School 


(1) Role in the Serial Property 

As part of the serial property, the Confucius Temple and School is a representative 
component reflecting the Multi-cultural Communities of the city as an emporium of 
world maritime trade. A place for Confucians to offer sacrifice and the city's highest 
institute of education, this location served as a symbol of Quanzhous "high society". 
These social elites included important figures in Quanzhou politics, as well as top in- 
tellectuals, and they played an important role in the development and management 
of Song- and Yuan-era maritime trade. Additionally, the uncompromising architec- 
tural standards that can be seen in the construction of the temple and school build- 
ings reflect the greater economic and cultural prosperity that maritime trade brought 


to Quanzhou. 


(2) Factual Information 

The Confucius Temple and School, located in what was once the northeast of Quan- 
zhou city during the 10" century, is a building complex with a central courtyard, 
abutted westward on the citys main north-south thoroughfare. Construction began 
on the building complex in 976; however, the main structure did not take shape until 
1137 and underwent numerous repairs and adjustments in subsequent dynasties. 
The building complex faces to the south, with the school on the left (east) and the 
temple on the right (west). More specifically, the religious buildings on the west side 
were used for Confucian sacrifice, and the buildings on the east side served the func- 


tion of a prefecture-level institute of local education. These two groups of buildings 


01 - Building complex of Confucius Temple 
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02 - Maps of Confucius Temple and School 
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1 Remains of Lingxing Gate 
2 Open courtyard 

3 Dacheng Gate 

4 Panqiao Bridge 

5 Panchi pond 


7 Dacheng Palace Hall 

8 Side corridor rooms 

9 Wing rooms on both sides 

10 Yuying Gate 

11 Xuechi pond and Xuegiao bridge 


13 Li Wenjie Shrine 

14 Chongsheng Shrine 
15 Pangong Gate 

16 Cai Wenzhuang Shrine 


17 Zhuang Jichang Shrine 
6 Worship courtyard 12 Minglun Hall 18 Fuzi Spring 
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03 - Layout of "the school on the left and the temple on the right" 


are laid out symmetrically to either side of a central axis which runs through the 


courtyard. 


Proceeding from south to north along the axis of the west group of buildings which 
constitutes the Confucian temple, we can find the remnants of Lingxing Gate, fol- 
lowed by the open courtyard, Dacheng Gate, the pond and bridge, the worship 
courtyard, and finally Dacheng Palace Hall. Construction on Dacheng Palace Hall 
began in the 10^ century. Following the repairs made to the structure in 1266, var- 
ious elements of its structure, including the double-eave hip-and-gable roof, retain 
the buildings unique architectural characteristics. In front of the palace hall, there 
are two sets of side corridor rooms, one on the east side and one on the west side, 
both connected to Dacheng Gate. There are also wing rooms on both sides, attached 
to the palace hall. Ihe pond was dug in 1137, and changed from a square shape to a 
half-rounded shape in 1612. The bridge spanning the pond was constructed in 1349. 
On the two sides of Dacheng Gate are “Jinsheng” (golden sound) and "Yuzhen" (echo 
of jade) Gates. To the east side of the site of Lingxing Gate, there is the Fuzi Spring. 
Proceeding from south to north along the axis of the east group of buildings which 
constitutes the school, there is Yuying Gate, followed by the study pond and bridge, 
the open courtyard, and finally Minglun Hall. In front of the hall are the east and 
west study rooms. Between the two groups of buildings is Chongsheng Shrine (Shrine 
for Admiring the Sage), where sacrifices were offered to the fifth-generation ances- 
tors of Confucius. Along the southwest part of the compound, where the ancient 
north-south street ran (present-day Zhongshan Road), is Pangong Gate. Besides, 
there are three memorial halls dedicated to the commemoration of famous historical 
figures of Quanzhou, namely Cai Wenzhuang Shrine, Li Wenjie Shrine, and Zhuang 


Jicang Shrine. 


[he religious and educational activities of the Confucius Temple and School are still 


practiced to this day. Every year on September 28, on the birthday of Confucius, the 
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04 - Dacheng Palace Hall 
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05 - Double-eave roof of Dacheng Palace Hall 06 - Columns carved 
with dragon patterns in 
Dacheng Palace Hall 


Confucian Temple offers sacrifices to Confucius, observing the highest standards 
of the “Shidian” ritual. This site is also used by the people of the city for a variety of 
activities, such as rite-of-passage ceremonies, teacher veneration ceremonies, and 
graduation events. In this way, they pass on Confucian culture to the next generation 
while also developing it further. There are also lectures held regularly at Minglun 
Hall that are open to the public, with topics such as "Chinese Studies" and "Confucian 


Studies’, expanding upon the site's function as an institute of public education. 
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07 - Interior of Dacheng Palace Hall 


(3) Contribution to the Proposed OUV 


In traditional Chinese cities, temples and schools were important physical represen- 
tations of mainstream government culture, their establishment and repair empha- 
sized by local governments over the centuries. In historical documents that recorded 
the numerous repairs made to the Confucius Temple and School over its history, 
there are records of activities undertaken by many different groups of social elites, 
including local government officials, groups of the Southern Song imperial lineage, 
and locally renowned intellectuals. One such example would be the major repair 
project undertaken in 1265 and 1266, which was made possible due to a large contri- 
bution from Zhao Xicha, the governor of Quanzhou and a prominent imperial kins- 
man. He, together with an official from the Maritime Trade Office, held a ceremony 
on the Jiuri Mountain in 1266 to pray for favorable weather, and left behind an in- 
scription in the rockface. These elites had a hand in all aspects of national-level trade 
port social life, especially within the management, promotion and development of 
maritime trade. Indeed, they played a vital role in the overall operation of the na- 


tional-level trade port. 
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08 - Building complex of Confucius School 


B. The Confucius Temple and School bears a unique testimony to the develop- 
ment of education in Quanzhou, and represents a contribution of the develop- 
ment of culture and education to the socio-economic development of the nation- 


al-level port. 


As a prefecture-level institute of education, the Quanzhou Confucius School was 
responsible for cultivating a great number of political elites and top intellectuals 
through the implementation of the imperial examination system. During the Song 
dynasty, 926 candidates from Quanzhou passed the imperial examinations, an im- 
pressive number that shows just how highly developed Quanzhous local education 
was during that time. These scholars made their way from Quanzhou to posts in 
the central government and other locations, establishing a powerful network of so- 
cial connections and thereby securing the necessary political capital that eventually 
turned Quanzhou into a national-level port. These connections also contributed to 
the establishment of a cross-regional commercial network. Additionally, the increase 
in the level of education helped to lower the cost of business. The success of Quan- 
zhous local education and the development of the city’s economy during the Song 
and Yuan dynasties shows the mutually beneficial relationship between the two. 
Altogether, these factors reflect the positive contributions the development of local 


education had on the development of the national-level port economy. 

C. The Confucius Temple and School showcases the features of the layout of the 
administrative district of Quanzhou as a national-level port during the Song and 
Yuan dynasties; it also reflects the characteristics of the city's overall urban devel- 


opment during that period. 


As an important landmark in Quanzhou during the Song and Yuan dynasties, the 
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location chosen for the Confucius Temple and School, as well as its relation to the 
main road, the city gate and the water system, displays the main characteristic of the 
layout of the administrative district in the national-level port. When the Confucius 
Temple and School was first constructed during the Southern Song dynasty, a loca- 
tion was chosen in the southeastern part of the city along the city’s main north-south 
thoroughfare. Its southeastern location was meant to symbolize cultural prosperity. 
Indeed, the southeast part of the city was the traditional location of Confucian tem- 
ples and schools in Chinese administrative cities. The compound itself is oriented 
northward and slightly to the east, mirroring the direction of the city’s main thor- 
oughfare. The site is located in the vicinity of the city's central administrative sub- 
city, with its south side being part of the 10"-century city wall and moat, and its east 
side neighboring "Hundred-Source Clear Water" Pond and "Releasing Life" Pond, 
both important parts of Quanzhous urban water network. During the Song and 
Yuan dynasties, the compound opened westward onto a thoroughfare. During the 
Yuan dynasty, the city sped up integration, but it wasn't until the 16" century that the 
compound was connected southward to the street (present-day Tumen Street). This 


change in layout reflects the development of the administrative and commercial dis- 


tricts of the national-level port. 





09 - Yuying Gate 





10 - Chongsheng Shrine 
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D. The Confucius Temple and School complex, along with its high standards of 
architecture, attest to the prosperity and success that maritime trade brought to 


the national port. 


The Confucius Temple and School is an example of public municipal architecture 
whose construction was planned and managed by the government under the influ- 
ence of state regulations and Confucian thought. The remaining part of the building 
complex covers an area of approximately 33,000 square meters, and is still very large 
in scale. Its features, such as Lingxing Gate, its pond and bridge, and Dacheng Palace 
Hall, all exhibit a unique layout normally uncharacteristic of other Confucian tem- 
ple and school complexes. Dacheng Palace Hall is the heart of the building complex, 
its face spanning seven bays, topped by a double-eave hip-and-gable roof clad with 
yellowish glazed tiles. The roof is supported by pillars gilded with dragon designs, 
and the interior of the hall is painted with bright colors. All these elements together 
display an uncommon level of architectural standards. The construction standards 
of public architectural reflect the economic might of a city, and the uncompromising 
standards of the Confucius Temple and School certainly reflect the prosperity that 


maritime trade brought to Quanzhou during the Song and Yuan dynasties. 





Bronze Gui (food vessel) 





Jue carved with fretwork (wine vessel) Bronze Zun (wine vessel) 


11 - Sacrificial Vessels 
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08 Kaiyuan Temple 


(1) Role in the Serial Property 

As part of the serial property, Kaiyuan Temple is a representative component re- 
flecting the Multi-cultural Communities of Quanzhou as the world maritime trade 
emporium. It was the largest Buddhist temple in Quanzhou with the most promi- 
nent official status in the Song and Yuan dynasties. As a result of maritime trade, its 
economic and diverse cultural relics reflect the economic prosperity and the fusion 
of diverse cultures of Quanzhou in the Song and Yuan eras. It also testifies to the sig- 
nificant contributions of rulers of the regional regime, Song and Yuan government 
officials, monks and powerful local clans to the city's socio-economic development 


and maritime trade in the Song and Yuan periods. 


(2) Factual Information 

Kaiyuan Temple is located in the northwest part of Zi Cheng (Tang Dynasty city 
wall) of Quanzhou, borders to its south with the east-to-west thoroughfare of the 
town. Covering an area of approximately 70,000 square meters, it is the largest extant 


Buddhist temple complex in Fujian Province. Founded in 686, the temple was ex- 


01 - Panorama of Kaiyuan Temple 
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02 - Maps of Kaiyuan Temple 






























































































































































1 Ziyun Screen 

2 Tianwang Hall 

3 Worship Pavilion 

4 Worship Courtyard 
5 Main Hall 





































































































6 Ganlu Precept Altar 

7 Scripture Repository 

8 Stone stupas and sutra columns 
9 Zhenguo Pagoda 

10 Renshou Pagoda 
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11 Cundhi Temple 

12 Shuilu Temple 

13 Tanyue Memorial Hall 

14 Master Monk Hongyi Memorial Hall 
15 Song-Dynasty Shipwreck Museum 
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2. Description 





































































































Detail of Sumeru pedestal carved with 
Hindu Kamadenu figures 

















Detail of Hindu stone columns ee 
under the eave of Main Hall 























































































































































































































































































































°] 


































































































































































































































































































































































































First floor plan of Zhenguo Pagoda First floor plan of Renshou Pagoda 
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North elevation and section B - B of Zhenguo Pagoda 
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North elevation and section C - C of Renshou Pagoda — 
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03 - East Pagoda and West Pagoda in the morning light 


panded in the subsequent dynasties and reached its peak in the 10" century. Its main 
layout was formed in the 13" century. Currently, the temple faces south and com- 
prises the central building complex, the east and west stone pagodas, and the eastern 


and western ancillary groups of buildings. 


Distributed along the central axis , from south to north, are Ziyun Screen, Tianwang 
Hall (Triple Gate), Worship Pavilion, Worship Courtyard, East and West Corridors, 
Main Hall, Ganlu Precept Altar and Scripture Repository. To the east of the Scripture 
Repository is the three-section-compound Tanyue Memorial Hall. Both the Tian- 
wang Hall and the Main Hall were built in the early Tang Dynasty of the 7" century. 
The layout of the extant building complex was determined in the 14" century. The 
Worship Courtyard in front of the Main Hall, encircled by two corridors, is dotted 
with two rows of stone stupas and sutra columns built from the Song to Ming dy- 
nasties. The twin-pagoda arrangement was formed as early as in the beginning of 
the 10" century. The extant twin pagodas were built in the mid-13" century, facing 
each other respectively from the front eastern and western gardens of the temple. 
To the east of the central axis of the temple are the mid-17" century Cundhi Temple 
complex, the modern built museum for Song-Dynasty shipwreck, and the memorial 
hall for Master Monk Hongyi. To the west of the central axis sits the Shuilu Temple, 


whose layout was fixed in the mid-16" century. 
The Tianwang Hall is a five-by-three bays structure with a single-eave gabled roof. 


With a platform designated in the front section, the Main Hall is a grand and spa- 


cious construction with high architecture standard covering with a double-eave 
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hip-and-gable roof paved with yellow glazed tiles, and supported by stone columns 
carved with patterns of dragons. Its architectural layout ratio went through a series 
of evolvement from a seven-by-five bays in the 12" century to a nine-by-seven bays 
in the 14" century and to a nine-by-nine bays in the 15" century onwards. This pa- 
latial-style Main Hall is dedicated to enshrine the Buddhas of Five Directions. The 
supporting brackets inside the hall were carved in the shape of 24 flying Apsaras 
resembling Kalavinka. The Sumeru pedestal facade on the front platform inlaid with 
Hindu Kamadenu and lion relief figures. Ihe two pillars in the very rear central bay 
of the Main Hall are Hindu pillars carved out of diabase. The Ganlu Precept Altar 


featuring a double-eave octagonal pointed roof, is one of Chinas top three surviving 


146 2.a Description of Property 


2. Description 


precept altars. A five-level ordination altar of its interior was established, surrounded 


by some other Apsaras functioning as supporting brackets. 


The East Pagoda (Zhenguo Pagoda), 48 meters in height, and the West Pagoda (Ren- 
shou Pagoda), 45 meters in height, are both five-storey pavilion-style granite pago- 
das. Except for the minor differences in supporting brackets and some decorations, 
they are largely the same in construction structure. With Sumeru pedestal, each 
pagoda body consists a central core encompassed with stone walls. Winding stairs 
and corridors with handrails were respectively set up in the interior and exterior 
to the main body wall. On each floor there are four arched doors and four recessed 
niches, arranged in a staggered fashion, and various reliefs of Buddhist imagery are 
engraved on both sides of each niche and door. There are a total of 80 such reliefs on 


each pagoda. 


(3) Contribution to Proposed OUV 

A. The temple economy embodied by Kaiyuan Temple was a significant com- 
ponent of Quanzhou's social economy in the Song and Yuan dynasties. The 
high-standard architecture of Kaiyuan Temple attests to the prosperity and 
achievements of maritime trade in that era. The support provided by temples for 
public infrastructure construction, as well as their economic activities, reflect the 


contributions of temples in general to maritime trade activities. 


Starting in the late 9" century, with thriving Buddhism in Quanzhou, large amounts 
of farmland were concentrated in the hands of local rulers and subsequently granted 
to Buddhist temples; as a result, the farmland was efficiently developed. Under the 
unified empire of the Song and Yuan dynasties, Buddhist temples in Quanzhou, as 
typified by Kaiyuan Temple, became economic entities in the social structure, thanks 
to their inheritance and possession of large amounts of farmland, the abolition of 
tax and military service exemption for monks, and the South Zens conviction that 


“Buddhas appear in the world to assist the people’. 


During that period, Kaiyuan Temple experienced a construction boom. The twin 
pagodas were transformed from a wooden structure into a brick structure and final- 
ly into a stone structure. The Main Hall was rebuilt due to the destruction of fire. Its 
massive seven-by-five bays structure and its high-standard design in line with the 
Song dynasty's official architectural system reflect Kaiyuan Temples close ties to the 
central government. Furthermore, in the late 13" century, planning and construction 
were carried out in an unified manner under the policy of "merging branch temples 
into a single large temple”. The massive construction was underpinned by Kaiyuan 
Temples advanced construction techniques, comprehensive engineering organiza- 


tion, and remarkable ability to mobilize labor. 


Monks in Quanzhou, headed by those from Kaiyuan Temple, fully participated in 


the city’s socio-economic development. In the Song dynasty, the rapidly growing 
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07 - Religious rites in front of Main Hall 


maritime trade stimulated the construction of Quanzhous land transportation net- 
work, leading to a boom in bridge construction across the region. Monk Yibo and 
Monk Zong Shan took part in the construction of Luoyang Bridge. Monks were 
involved in various aspects of bridge construction such as project financing, design, 
construction and supervision. In addition to building bridges and digging wells, 
monks also set up business enterprises with capital obtained from farmland opera- 
tions. For example, Zenglu Temple, owned by Kaiyuan Temple, was engaged in iron 
smelting. There are numerous historical records showing that Quanzhou monks 
acted as trade agents and directly ran businesses and that Quanzhou temples were 


involved in various profitable industries as economic entities. 


Shortly after its founding, Kaiyuan Temple was recognized by the central govern- 
ment of the Tang Empire. In the mid-8" century, the name *Kaiyuan" was bestowed 
upon the temple, a pond for releasing captive animals was added, and Shuilu Hall 
was built, all with the authorization from the imperial court in Changan; as a result, 
Kaiyuan Temple became the most important official temple in Quanzhou. In the 9" 
and 10" centuries, the regional regime achieved multiple spiritual and realistic pur- 


poses by expanding Kaiyuan Temple. 
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2. Description 


In the Song and Yuan era, Kaiyuan Temple sustained its 
tradition as the official temple of the prefecture. In the 
early 11" century, an altar of precepts was built; in the 
12" century, the government intervened in the temple's 
branch system on a large scale; and in the 13" century, 
the imperial court bestowed an inscribed plaque upon the 
temple and merged a number of temples. All this reflects 
the central governments intensified control of temples 
and monks. In the 12" century, the Southern Clan Office 
was set up in Shuilu Hall, testifying to the close connec- 


tions between the government and Kaiyuan Temple. 


The story of the Huang family donating their garden to 
build a temple endows Kaiyuan Temple with a strong lo- 


cal flavor in addition to its official status. In the mid-10" 





century, members of the local ruling elite, Liu Congxiao 


08 - Hindu stone columns under the temple; during the Song dynasty, locals built small stone 
eave of Main Hall 


and Chen Hongjin, offered protection and support to the 


pagodas for worshiping purposes; and in the mid-to-late 
Ming dynasty, the Huang clan worked tirelessly for the 
prosperity and maintenance of the temple. From the Song 
and Yuan era to the pre-modern period, participants in 
local economical development left their marks on Kaiyu- 


an Temple in their own ways. 


C. Kaiyuan Temple, a major landmark of the town of 
Quanzhou, was an important integral part of the admin- 
istrative district that conformed to the official system; it 
bears testimony to the urban development of Quanzhou 


as a national port city in the Song and Yuan eras. 


Kaiyuan Temple was built before the town of Quan- 
zhou was established; its iconic twin pagodas were also 
constructed before the town was expanded in the 10" 
century. The chronological relationship between the 
temple and the town is manifested in the complex urban 
texture. It shaped the main spatial characteristics of the 
urban area and reflects the development of the admin- 
istrative district in the north of the city: Ihe axis of the 
main hall of Kaiyuan Temple runs almost due south to 
north, whereas the inner town to the east of the temple 
tilts along a southwest- northeast direction; furthermore, 
the axis on which the twin pagodas stand is close to the 


thoroughfare of the inner town, but is different from that 
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of some alleys in the old city which run due east to west. 


The evolution of Kaiyuan Temples layout reflects the development trajectory of 
Quanzhou in the 107-14" centuries with the rise and fall of the mainstream Bud- 
dhist culture in the central region of the empire. In the Tang and Song era, Kaiyuan 
Temple was a large-scale complex comprising several courtyards and its branches 
were scattered across the region as they were founded at different times. 'Ihis reflects 
flourishing Buddhism in Quanzhou during that era, where temples for different 
schools of Buddhism coexisted, senior monks emerged in rapid succession, and di- 
verse schools of Buddhist thought contended for attention. In the late 13^ century, 
branch temples were merged under a unified plan with the rise of Zen Buddhism to 
prominence over other schools of Buddhism, which prompted all temples across the 
country to earnestly emulate the "Five Mountains and Ten Monasteries" formation 


of Zen Buddhism. 


When the Main Hall of Kaiyuan Temple was repaired in the early Ming dynasty, 


stone structural elements from Hindu buildings damaged in the war at the end of the 
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2. Description 


Yuan dynasty were incorporated into the platform or installed under the rear eaves. 
These structural elements feature exquisite carving craftsmanship, testifying to the 
innovation of foreign subjects on the basis of local elements. In the Main Hall, the 
bracket components, carved in the shape of flying Apsaras during the Ming dynasty 
in imitation of Song and Yuan models, were ingeniously integrated into the building 
structure. On the facades of the twin pagodas, the carvings that symbolize the world 
of the further shore blend perfectly into the overall design though they feature for- 


eign subjects. AII this testifies to the flourishing diverse religions and arts in Quan- 
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11 - Pagoda in Kaiyuan Temple 
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12 - Houzhu shipwreck preserved in Kaiyuan Temple 


zhou in the Song and Yuan era thanks to ethnic fusion and the inclusive cultural 
ethos. 


E. The Houzhu shipwreck preserved in Kaiyuan Temple is a precious piece of 
physical evidence of the maritime trade in the Song and Yuan era, testifying to 
Quanzhou’s shipbuilding technology, maritime shipping, and the business enter- 


prises of the Southern Branch of the Royal Clan during the period. 


The Song-dynasty shipwreck excavated from Houzhu which is preserved in a dedi- 
cated museum on the grounds of Kaiyuan Temple is a precious example of 13^-cen- 
tury Chinese seagoing sailing junks. The ship has a structure of keel with wide upper 
deck and a v-shaped bottom, and the design of multiple hull layers and watertight 
compartments, leading to strong structural rigidity and a remarkable ability to resist 
crosswinds and waves at sea. Ihe shipwreck yielded a large number of artifacts, re- 
vealing the goods carried by Quanzhous seagoing merchant vessels in the Song and 
Yuan eras. The primary cargos were spices and medical materials, which were among 
the major imported goods for China in the Song and Yuan era and were in great de- 
mand in China. The discovery of tags bearing professional titles, business names and 
personal names sheds light on the organizational structure and crew composition of 
seagoing merchant vessels. More significantly, the discovery of 19 "Southern Fami- 
ly” tags, which were associated with the Southern Branch of the Royal Clan, further 
confirmed the historical fact that members of the imperial clan were involved in 


business and formed commercial groups. 
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2. Description 


09 Statue of Lao Tze 


(1) Role in the Serial Property 

As part of the serial property, the Statue of Lao Tze is a representative component 
reflecting the Multi-cultural Communities in Quanzhou as a world maritime trade 
emporium. This massive stone statue of Lao Tze, founder of Taoism, was a symbol of 
Quanzhous official mainstream ideology in the Song dynasty. It reveals the unique 
historical context of Quanzhou as a world maritime trade center sustained by the 
agricultural empire; it also reflects the flourishing diverse cultures in Quanzhou as a 
world maritime trade emporium, as well as the prosperity and achievements of the 


port. 


(2) Factual Information 

The Statue of Lao Tze, historically known as the Yu Xian Rock (feather deity rock), 
is located in the southern foothills of Mount Qingyuan three kilometers north of the 
city of Quanzhou. This massive stone statue of Lao Tze, founder of Taoism, is Chinas 
largest extant Taoist carved stone statue. Set against the backdrop of Mount Qin- 
gyuan, the statue overlooks the city and port of Quanzhou to the south. Built during 
the Song dynasty and carved out of a massive rock, the statue is 5.63 meters high, 
8.01 meters wide and 6.85 meters thick. In the statue, Lao Tze sits in a cross-legged 


position, with his right hand resting on a table and his left hand on his knee, looking 


01 - Statue of Lao Tze and Oingyuan Mountain 
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02 - Maps of Statue of Lao Tze 
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03 - Statue of Lao Tze 


completely at ease. The table is elaborately carved with floating cloud patterns. The 
statue depicts a Tao Tze with a benevolent countenance, a seemingly smiling face 
and spirited eyes, exuding a serene and carefree charm. Sitting in the open amid lush 
vegetation, the statue imparts a sense of solemnity echoing the Taoist concepts of 
humanity as an integral part of nature, simplicity as the ultimate sophistication, and 


Tao following the laws of nature. 


Mount Qingyuan, where the Statue of Lao Tze is located, was a major venue for 
Taoist activities in Quanzhou. Historical records indicate that the statue used to be 
flanked by Beidou Hall, Zhenjun Hall and some other Taoist structures, and that a 
stone building once stood behind the statue for sheltering purposes but no longer 
existed by the 17" century. The architectural elements unearthed from around the 
statue suggest that the statue was carved not later than the Southern Song dynasty. 
Zhu Xi, a prominent scholar-bureaucrat and neo-Confucian in the 1 century, once 


paid a visit to the Statue of Lao Tze. 


(3) Contribution to the Proposed OUV 

A. The Statue of Lao Tze symbolized Quanzhou's official mainstream philosophy 
in the Song dynasty; it is a deep mark left by the Empire’s heartland culture on 
the port city. It reflects the close ties between Quanzhou and the Empire’s central 
government; this relationship was of vital importance to the establishment of the 


national port city and to the exchange of values. 
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2. Description 





05 - Song-dynasty stone architectural elements discovered around the statue 


Taoism and Confucianism were both the official mainstream ideologies of the 
Chinese Empire. Song dynasty officials encouraged the development of Taoism. 
The Statue of Lao Tze is not only a precious relic of the development of Taoism in 
Quanzhou, but also the largest surviving Taoist stone statue in China. This monu- 
ment, built in a location on the periphery of the Empire, reflects the Empires close 
attention to Quanzhou Port, which was of great importance to Quanzhous rise as 
an international trading port for the Empire. As part of a massive empire with an 
advanced agricultural civilization, Quanzhou Port not only enjoyed support from 
the Empires robust hinterland economy, but also shared the outstanding civilization 
achievements resulting from the accumulated wisdom of the continental civilization. 
This provided a starting point for the exchange of human values in Quanzhou Port 
during the Song and Yuan dynasties. The Statue of Lao Tze reveals the unique his- 
torical context of Quanzhou Port being underpinned by the agricultural empire, and 


reflects the uniqueness of Quanzhou in the world maritime trade system. 


B. The Statue of Lao Tze was a significant integral part of Quanzhou’s city culture 
during the Song and Yuan dynasties, reflecting the diverse and dynamic cultures 
of the national port city and contributing to the interchange of business philos- 
ophies in Quanzhou. As a product of social wealth, the Statue of Lao Tze reflects 


the prosperity and achievements of the emporium of world maritime trade. 
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Taoist belief, represented by the Statue of Lao Tze, was thriving in Quanzhou during 
the Song and Yuan dynasties; it was respected and practiced by the social elite and 
regular citizens alike. This mainstream culture of the agricultural empire coexisted 
in Quanzhou with the local sea god belief and various foreign cultures, reflecting the 
cultural diversity resulting from the congregation of different groups of people in 
Quanzhou as the emporium of world maritime trade. Taoist thought had a far-reach- 
ing influence on Chinese society; to a certain degree, its idea of "governing by doing 
nothing that goes against nature" freed Chinese society from the shackles of the tra- 
dition of stressing agriculture and restraining commerce. Taoism proved a significant 
catalyst for the exchange of business philosophies in Quanzhou during the Song and 
Yuan dynasties, effectively stimulating Quanzhous acceptance of business behavior 
and maritime trade. Furthermore, this massive stone statue was made possible by the 
accumulation of enormous wealth in Quanzhou city, testifying to the prosperity and 


achievements of the emporium for world maritime trade. 
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2. Description 


10 Qingjing Mosque 


(1) Role in the Serial Property 

As part of the serial property, Qingjing Mosque is a representative component that 
reflects the Multi-cultural Communities of the city as a world maritime trade empo- 
rium. This Islamic mosque, located in the commercial district of ancient Quanzhou, 
is rare material evidence of the presence of people — mainly merchants — from 
Persia and Arabic countries, who traveled to Quanzhou during the Song and Yuan 
dynasties to engage in commerce. Together, Qingjing Mosque and the Islamic Tombs 
are testaments to the culture, religion and lifestyles of foreign peoples that were ac- 
tive in Quanzhou during that time. They also serve as evidence that help us better 
understand the population accumulation, trade, and diverse cultural history of this 


city in Song and Yuan eras. 


(2) Factual Information 

Originally named Masjid al-Ashab, Qingjing Mosque was founded in 1009, making 
it the first Islamic mosque ever constructed in Quanzhou. The location chosen for 
its construction was originally just outside the city gates of 11"-century Quanzhou, 
its northern side abutting on the city’s defensive moat (the moat was named Bagua 
Ditch). During the Song and Yuan dynasties, this was Quanzhous main residential 
community for foreigners, as well as the Muslim cemetery located east of the city. 
After the 13" century, this district was absorbed into the city-proper. In 1310, under 
the direction of the Muslim people, major repairs were undertaken on the mosque, 


and it was at this point that the sites current layout really started to take shape. The 
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03 - Maps of Qingjing Mosque 
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Bottom view of the dome of gate tower 



































Section A - A of the gate tower 























Section B - B ERBAA—Ó——— RÀ 





2.a-3 22 Sites Description | 165 





aan a 


vo, 


wt M 





2. Description 





05 - Arabic inscription on the wall of gate tower 


design of the mosque employs Islamic architectural styles, and the remaining struc- 
tures include a gate tower, a Prayer Hall, Mingshan Hall, an ancient well, and several 


inscribed steles connected to the history of the mosque. 


During the Song and Yuan dynasties, the mosques gate tower, facing southward, 
opened onto the citys main east-west thoroughfare (present-day Tumen Street). It 
was constructed in a traditional Islamic style using granite and diabase blocks. The 
gate tower was divided into three segments that proceeded outward from the mosque 
in the direction of the street to the south, with each segment sporting a different 
style of roofing. The exterior of the first and second segments was in the shape of a 
pointed arch, with the interior ceilings being arched in a half circle shape. The first 
two segments were standard Islamic dome designs that also incorporated elements 
of traditional Chinese caisson ceiling design. The third segment features a domed 
roof. The interior consists of a pointed dome ceiling, with the ceiling supports on 
the north and south entrances reminiscent of sparrow braces common in traditional 
Chinese architecture. On the top of the gate tower is the lunar observation platform 
where the imam would watch the moon and determine the best day to end their 
fast. According to the Arabic inscription on the north wall of Qingjing Mosques 
gate tower, during the repairs on the mosque undertaken in 1310, a high suspended 
dome was built, the walkway was widened, the grand entrance of the mosque was 
repaired, and the windows were refurbished. The descriptions of the dome, walkway, 


and gate correspond to their modern appearance. 
The Prayer Hall, also called Fengtian Altar, is located to the west of the gate tow- 


er. It has an elongated rectangular footprint, and the extant structure is composed 


of four stone brick walls, with 9 sets of remaining pillars and pillar bases standing 
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O6 - North facade of gate tower 
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07 - South facade of Fengtian Altar 
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~ 


08 - Sparrow brace structural supports and Arabic inscription on the opening of 
Fengtian Altar 


in two rows parallel on respectively east and west sides. In the middle of the west 
wall facing west, there is a section that juts outward. This is the Mihrab wall, and it 
extends in the direction of Mecca. There are seven alcoves in the shape of pointed 
domes in the wall, and six openings. The south wall borders the street, and has eight 
large rectangular windows. The north and east walls also each have a rectangular 
window. There are also several Arabic inscriptions in reliefs from the Quran on the 
side of the wall and in the alcoves. Two of these inscriptions record contents related 
to maritime trade activities, they are: ‘Ships sail afar in the sea carrying the mercy 
and blessing from Allah, and ‘Commerce can not make them neglect their prayers to 
Allah: According to a 1987 archaeological excavation on the Prayer Hall, the ground 
below the hall contained Song and Yuan era structural foundations. These are likely 
the remnants of the original Prayer Hall and its subsidiary structures from when the 


mosque was first founded. 


Mingshan Hall is located to the northwest of the Prayer Hall. It is a brick-and-wood 
courtyard structure built in the traditional southern Fujian style. Situated in the 
west and facing eastward, it was used for worship after the Prayer Hall was aban- 
doned. Now, it stands as an example of Qing-dynasty architecture. To the north of 
the Prayer Hall, there remains an ancient well, used as a source of water to clean the 


body as part of worship. 


Qingjing Mosques function as an institute of religion continues to the present day. 
During the major holidays of Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha, Quanzhous Muslim fol- 


lowers would congregate here to celebrate. 
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09 - Mihrab wall of Fengtian Altar 


(3) Contribution to the Proposed OUV 

A. Qingjing Mosque is a testament to the presence of Muslim merchants and 
their communities in Quanzhou during the Song and Yuan dynasties. These Mus- 
lim people were the main participants in Asian maritime trade, and they were an 
important component of this national port's dynamic social structure during the 


Song and Yuan eras. 


In 1087, before the founding of the Maritime Trade Office, Qingjing Mosque be- 
came the first Islamic mosque built in Quanzhou. After the 12^ century, following 
the opening-up of the national port, even more foreign merchants took up residence 
in Quanzhou. These foreign merchants came predominantly from locations that 
bordered the Indian Ocean, such as Persia, Arabia, and India. These locations were 
home to the majority of merchants who interacted with China through the maritime 
route during the Song and Yuan dynasties. By 1131, there were already six or seven 
mosques in the southern part of Quanzhou. Of those, only Qingjing Mosque re- 
mains standing today. In the middle of the 12" century, funds were raised by foreign 
merchants to develop the raised section of land extending along the eastern side of 
the city and just outside the city wall into a public Muslim cemetery. From this, we 
can surmise that there was already a sizeable population of foreign merchants liv- 
ing in the city at this time. In historical documents from the 13" century, there are 
records that show there was a street in Quanzhou where foreign merchants took up 


residence, known as “Foreigners Alley”. This foreign residential community became 
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more pronounced over the course of the next century, and in 1310, during the Yuan 
dynasty, major repairs were implemented under the direction of Muslim leaders. 
Many Islamic-styled tombstones have been discovered in the city of Quanzhou, a 
testament to the activities of Muslim merchants and their people in the city during 
the Song and Yuan eras. Up until the 20" century, the district in which Qingjing 
Mosque is located was still where most of Quanzhou's Muslim population lived. 
[here was also a district located right next to it to the east where Ceylon expatriates 


used to live, the remnants of which still exist today. 


Qingjing Mosques architecture is a model example of the Islamic style. Its pointed 
domes, rounded domes, and numerous Arabic inscriptions and Western Asian ar- 
chitectural forms go well together, creating an appearance that is in stark contrast to 
that of traditional Chinese architecture. The layout of the structures is tight and ori- 


ented deferentially toward the west, its architectural style deeply Islamic. However, 


10 - Muslim worship in Fengtian Altar 
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the use of caisson ceiling-style decoration adorning the domed roofs, as well as the 
use of sparrow brace structural supports, stems from the language of traditional Chi- 
nese architecture, and showcases the clear integration of diverse cultures within this 
national port. Throughout the city's history, these diverse cultural elements have not 
only been integrated into the city itself, they have also contributed to the foundation 
of Quanzhous diverse and inclusive cultural tradition, a process that began in the 


Song and Yuan dynasties and has continued to this day. 


C. Qingjing Mosque is a precious remnant of the Muslim community of the city 
of Quanzhou during the Song and Yuan dynasties. It was an important landmark 
within the commercial district, embodying the unique process of integration and 


development of this national port during the Song and Yuan eras. 


Qingjing Mosque was first founded outside Quanzhou's southern wall in the 11" 
century, and it is one of the earliest examples of foreign architecture in the city. From 
the 12" to 13" centuries, with the increasing scale of the foreign residential district 
on the city's south side, along with the southern expansion of the city's borders, this 
district was eventually absorbed into the city-proper. Qingjing Mosque not only 
showcases important developments in city planning made in Quanzhou during the 
Song and Yuan eras, it also showcases how the city's policy toward foreign merchants 


and foreign culture gradually evolved from mutual existence to integration. 
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2. Description 


(1) Role in the Serial Property 

As part of the serial property, the Islamic Tombs constitute a representative compo- 
nent that highlights the Multi-cultural Communities at the emporium of world mar- 
itime trade. These tombs are an important monument of Quanzhous Islamic history. 
Together with Qingjing Mosque, they bear testimony to the activities of Muslim 
merchants and their communities in Quanzhou during the Song and Yuan dynasties, 


and reflect the interchange and fusion of diverse cultures in the city during that era. 


(2) Factual Information 

The Islamic Tombs are located in the southern foothills of Lingshan Mountain, two 
kilometers from the east gate of the city of Quanzhou. They are believed to be the 
final resting places of two Muslims who came to Quanzhou in the 7" century. Major 
renovations were undertaken on the tombs in 1322. Most of what remains of the site 
today was part of the renovations in that year. Facing south, the tombs are built into 
the mountain side. The main layout is a half-moon shaped corridor encircling the 


two stone tombs. 


The stone tombs are at the center of the site, typical of Quanzhou Muslim tomb 
design. On the ground lying next to one another from east to west, two rectangu- 
lar tomb-cover stones carved from granite have survived intact to the modern day. 
Their bases are 2.15 meters in length and 1.10 meters in width. This is clearly much 


larger than any other Muslim tomb-cover stones found in Quanzhou. The tomb-cov- 
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02 - Maps of Islamic Tombs 
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03 - Location and setting of T Tons 


er stones have three levels, receding centrally from bottom to top. The lowest level is 
decorated with lotus petal designs. The middle layer is unadorned, and the top layer 
is shaped into a pointed arch. The middle portions of the center and base levels bend 
slightly inward, featuring a design of simplistic elegance. The tomb chambers are 
located directly below the tomb-cover stones. As per Muslim burial traditions, the 
head of the deceased should be positioned in north, and the body should lie on its 


side facing Mecca to the west. A stone pavilion stands over the tomb-cover stones. 


The west, north and east sides of the site lean on a stone retainer wall in the shape 
of a half-moon that curves into the mountain side. Against the retainer wall is a 
curved stone corridor encircling the tomb. The stone corridor is styled to imitate a 
wooden beam-and-pillar structure, and has nine bays on the facade; its architectural 
elements include the foundation, pillars, corbel brackets, beams and square columns, 
all carved out of stone. Pillars are thicker in the middle section, and tapers on two 
ends , making an shuttle-shape outline. Ihe top of the pillars features sparrow braces 
carved in a cloud pattern, which sit atop a squared support ring that wraps around 
the pillar. These sparrow braces are very similar in appearance to those found in the 


gatehouse of Qingjing Mosque. 
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04 - Tomb-cover stone 05 - Tomb-cover stone 


Below the curved corridor and in the middle of the retainer wall, there are seven 
inscribed steles from different dynastic eras. One of those, erected in 1322, is a dia- 
base stele with an Arabic text carved in intaglio, recording the concerted efforts of 
Quanzhous Muslim community to renovate the tombs during the Yuan dynasty and 
presenting the life stories of the two foreign Muslim disciples in Quanzhou. Another 
stone stele, erected in 1417, records that renowned Ming-dynasty navigator Zheng 
He stopped here for an incense offering ritual during his fifth voyage to the Western 
Oceans. The other steles are records of various repairs and maintenances made to the 
tombs during the Qing dynasty. On most major Islamic holidays, Quanzhou's Mus- 
lim community would come to this site to pay homage. Muslims from other coun- 


tries, including Saudi Arabia, Indonesia, Iran and Brunei, also come here to pray. 


The foothills to the southeast side of the tombs have been used as a public cemetery 
for Muslims since the 14" century. The founding ancestor of the Ding clan, now 
based in Quanzhou's Chendai Town, was buried at the foot of Lingshan Mountain in 
1327 and later moved to another location. There are also tombs from the Ming dy- 


nasty belonging to members of the fifth generation of the Ding clan. 


(3) Contribution to the Proposed OUV 

A. The Islamic Tombs were an important grave site for Muslims in Quanzhou 
during the Song and Yuan dynasties. They bear testimony to the presence of Mus- 
lim merchants and their communities in the city. This group is an important ele- 
ment of Quanzhou's multi-cultural communities; they made vital contributions 


to the development of maritime trade during the Song and Yuan periods. 


Though there is still academic debate about when Muslims first arrived in Quan- 
zhou, there is evidence of their activities in the city between at least the 10" and 14^ 
centuries, thanks to the surviving structures like Qingjing Mosque and the numerous 
religious stone tablets found around the city, as well as related historical accounts. 
According to historical textual and material evidence, Quanzhou had at least two 


Muslim grave sites during the Song and Yuan periods, both located to the southeast 
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side of the city. The first was located at the foot of Ling Mountain outside the eastern 
gate (Renfeng Gate). This grave site contained not only Islamic tombs; it was also 
where the ancestors of the Ding clan were buried. The other cemetery was located at 
Jintoupu, outside Tonghuai Gate. According to historical records, during the mid- 
12" century, a Muslim merchant by the name of Shilave funded the construction 
of a public cemetery in this location. In the late 20" century, during construction 
work on the city, several dozen tomb-cover stones with Islamic designs were discov- 
ered here, validating the reports found in historical documents. These invaluable 
tomb-cover stones are now housed within the Quanzhou Maritime Museum. The Is- 
lamic tombs underwent major repairs and renovations in 1322, conducted by mem- 
bers of Quanzhou’s Muslim community. The Lingshan Mountain Cemetery, where 
the tombs are located, has been in use since the 14" century. Not only does testify to 
the presence of Muslims in Quanzhou during the Yuan dynasty, it also provides us 
with a record of the development of Quanzhou's Muslim community from the 14" 


century onward. 


B. The Islamic Tombs demonstrate the interchange and fusion of diverse cultures 
at the emporium of world maritime trade. They also show how maritime trade 


during the Song and Yuan periods enriched the city. 
The Islamic Tombs exhibit the characteristics of cultural fusion. Muslims tend to 


have simple burials. Ihe tombs have a simple structure, with only two cover stones 


on the ground, which is in line with Muslim funeral customs. The overall design of 


MZ ee Say: 





07 - Stele recording renovating tombs in Arabic 
text in 1322 
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08 - Muslim worship in Islamic Tombs 


the tomb cover stones matches the characteristics of Islamic culture, yet the lotus 
petal pattern engraved at the bottom is a common decorative motif in Chinese cul- 
ture. The gravesite faces south and is backed by the mountain, which is in line with 
the location principles in traditional Chinese architecture. The stone retainer wall on 
the periphery of the burial is typical of Quanzhou tombs, yet the design of the half- 
moon shaped corridor implicitly corresponds to the crescent moon symbol of Mus- 
lim culture. The stone corridor has a nine-bay layout, which symbolizes dignity in 
traditional Chinese architecture and clearly displays local cultural attributes. These 
features of the Islamic Tombs stand testament to the interchange and fusion of the 


local culture and the foreign cultures brought in by maritime trade. 
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(1) Role in the Serial Property 

As part of the serial property, the Statue of Mani in Caoan Temple is a representative 
component reflecting the Multi-cultural Communities in Quanzhou as the empori- 
um of world maritime trade. It is a major monument testifying to the dissemination 
of Manichaeism in Quanzhou during the Song and Yuan dynasties; it displays the 
extraordinary cultural inclusiveness of Quanzhou as an emporium of world mari- 
time trade. The fusion of diverse cultures embodied by this monument laid the foun- 
dation for the broad exchange of values among the multi-cultural communities in 


Quanzhou during the Song and Yuan eras. 


(2) Factual Information 

Caoan Temple, located at the eastern foot of Huabiao Hill 15 kilometers south of the 
city of Quanzhou, is a temple of Manichaeism (also known as the "Ming Jiao" [the 
Religion of Light"]) in the outer suburbs of Quanzhou dating to the Song and Yuan 
eras. The temple enshrines a stone statue of Mani, founder of Manichaeism. Carved 
in 1339, the statue is the world's only extant statue of Mani. Caoan Temple was built 
during the 10"- 11" centuries in the early Song dynasty. It is so named as it was orig- 
inally a straw hut ("Caoan" means “straw hut” in Chinese). In 1339, it was rebuilt in 
stone with funds contributed by adherents, and a statue of Mani was carved in the 


cliff wall inside the stone chamber. 


Caoan Temple is a building complex constructed on the slope of the mountain. Its 


main part is a stone chamber facing east and backed up by the precipice. The stone 


01 - Panorama of Cao'an Temple 
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02 - Location and setting of Cao'an Temple 


chamber has three bays, a single-eave gable-and-hip roof and granite beams and 
columns, matching the description in the stone inscription about the conversion to 
a stone structure in 1339. The stone relief of Mani is placed in the middle of the cliff 
wall opposite the entrance. The picture shows Mani, with a serene expression, sitting 
in a cross-legged position on a lotus flower and wearing a buttonless Taoist robe 
with wide sleeves. The hands on top of each other are resting on the legs, and the 
straight hair drapes over the shoulders. Behind and around the figure of Mani is an 
aureole with a diameter of 168 cm. From Mani, who is in the center, 18 waved light 
beams radiate, conforming to the Manichean doctrine of light. A cliff inscription in 
the upper left corner of the wall records the feat of Chen Zhenze from Xiedian and 


Yao Xingzu from Luoshan in building the stone chamber. 


There were still Manichean activities in Caoan in the mid-to-late 15" century. After 
that, Manichaeism went underground, and Caoan Temple was regarded as a Bud- 
dhist temple, while Manichaeism was gradually integrated into local folk beliefs. The 
Caoan Temple complex underwent a series of repairs and maintenances from the 
Ming and Qing era to the Republic of China period. Except the stone chamber, all 
ancillary structures were built in the early 20" century. The eminent monk Master 
Hongyi resided in the temple during the 1930s and left behind a stele inscription 
describing repairs. In 1979, a black-glazed bowl, engraved with the Chinese charac- 
ters "Ming Jiao Hui” (meaning “Society of the Religion of Light”), was unearthed in 
a spot 20 meters in front of Caoan Temple. The form of the bowl is consistent with 
that of products made by Cizao Kiln during the Northern Song period. The bowl 
is believed to have been made not later than the Zhenghe reign (1111-1118) of the 
Northern Song dynasty, providing evidence for the activity of Manichaeism at the 


foot of Huabiao Hill during the Northern Song period. 
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2. Description 


(3) Contribution to the Proposed OUV 

A. The Statue of Mani in Cao'an Temple is precious piece of physical evidence 
of the people-to-people exchanges and fusion of diverse cultures in Quanzhou 
during the Song and Yuan dynasties; it demonstrates the extraordinary cultural 


inclusiveness of Quanzhou as an emporium of world maritime trade in the era. 


In the mid-9" century, Manichaeism gradually spread to the southern coastal re- 
gions, including Quanzhou, after its dissemination in the north was restricted. In the 
Song dynasty, Quanzhou emerged as an emporium of world maritime trade opened 
to the outside world, and in the Song and Yuan era, the city accommodated diverse 
ethnic groups and cultures from across the Asian Oceans, demonstrating an un- 
precedented high level of inclusiveness for heterogeneous cultures. Various foreign 
religions, including Manichaeism, were disseminated in Quanzhou, turning the city 
into the empires southern center for the administration of Manichean affairs. Mani- 
chean activities in Caoan Temple must had started not later than the Northern Song 
period. Caoan Temple is important evidence of the dissemination of Manichaeism 
in southern China, while the Statue of Mani, carved during the Yuan dynasty, is the 
world's only remaining one of its kind, carrying great significance in the develop- 
ment history of Manichaeism. Without the extraordinary cultural inclusiveness of 
Quanzhou in the Song and Yuan era, this precious piece of evidence of the religious 


culture could not have been preserved for the world. 


B. The cultural fusion embodied by the Statue of Mani in Cao'an Temple testifies 
to the unique dialogue between foreign and local cultures; it laid the founda- 
tion for the broad exchange of values among the multi-cultural communities in 


Quanzhou during the Song and Yuan dynasties. 


The doctrines of Manichaeism blended elements of Zoroastrianism, Buddhism, 
Taoism and other religions. With its “Taoist appearance and Buddha body’, Man- 
ichaeism embodies the dissemination of a foreign religion by means of fusion with 
local beliefs, while the appellation “Ming Jiao” (the Religion of Light) is an important 
mark of the sinicization of Manichaeism. Thanks to its fused characteristic, Man- 
ichaeism was supported by social groups from diverse backgrounds in Quanzhou 
during the Song and Yuan eras. Its adherents include official-scholars, imperial kins- 
men of the Southern Song dynasty and other elite groups, as well as a large number 
of commoners. By proactively integrating itself into local beliefs, this seemingly 
minor religion managed to expand its follower base, which was common among the 
various foreign religious cultures disseminated in Quanzhou during the Song and 
Yuan dynasties. Such cultural fusion, through which maximal social consensus and 
participation were achieved in the original cultural background, laid the foundation 
for broader and deeper exchange of values in Quanzhou as an emporium of world 


maritime trade. 
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03 - Map of Statue of Mani in Cao'an Temple 
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(1) Role in the Serial Property 

As part of the serial property, Sites of Cizao Kilns (Jinjiaoyishan Kilns) constitute a 
representative component that reflects the Production Sites of export commodities of 
Quanzhou as an emporium of world maritime trade. They are an outstanding exam- 
ple of the export-porcelain kiln sites that dotted the outskirts of the city during the 
Song and Yuan dynasties, revealing the prominence of craft production for expor- 
tation in the world maritime trade emporiums industrial structure. These kiln sites 
were built and developed in tandem with Quanzhous maritime trade. Moreover, the 
system and scope of production seen in these kilns demonstrate ancient Quanzhou's 


remarkable capacity for production and overseas maritime trade. 


(2) Factual Information 

Cizao Kilns are located in Cizao Village, 16 kilometers southwest of Quanzhou city. 
The region, part of the foothills of Zimao Mountain, is rich in porcelain clay. The 
kiln sites constitute the largest group of kiln sites on the outskirts of the city. Archae- 
ological work has uncovered 26 kiln sites dating to various historical eras, from the 
Southern Song to the Qing dynasty (6"-20" centuries). As many as 12 of these sites 
can be traced to the Song and Yuan eras (10^- 14" centuries), most being distribut- 
ed on small hills along either bank of Jiushijiu Creek, a tributary of Jinjiang River. 
In terms of scale, preservation and remaining structures, the Kiln Sites at Jinjiaoyi 


Hill are the quintessential examples of the Song- and -Yuan-era kiln sites discovered 
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02 - Maps of Sites of Cizao Kilns (Jinjiaoyishan Kilns) 
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03 - Location and setting of Sites of Jinjiaoyishan Kilns 


as far. Located on the north and west slopes of Jinjiaoyi Hill, the sites are bordered 
directly to the east by Meixi Creek, a tributary of Jiushijiu Creek, which provided a 
convenient water source to process and work clay. The water from the stream emp- 
tied into Jinjiang River, and then flowed into Quanzhou Bay and past the main ports 
at Estuary Docks and Shihu Dock. This was the primary water shipment route for 
the porcelain produced at the ancient Cizao Kilns. The surrounding mountains are 
lush in vegetation, making a convenient source of kindling to fuel the kilns. In 2002 
and 2003, three archaeological excavations were conducted on the sites of the kilns, 


unearthing the ruins of four long dragon kilns (Y1-Y4) and one workshop (F1). 


The Kiln Sites at Jinjiaoyi Hill were constructed in the 10" century and were in peak 
production from the 10" to the 13" century. The four kilns are all of the dragon kiln 
type and show signs of construction and use in two or three different historical pe- 
riods. Of those, Kiln Site 2 (Y2) is preserved most completely. The remaining part of 
this dragon kiln is 61 meters long, 0.8-2.3 meters wide, and contains remnants of the 
firing chamber, the main oven chamber, the back-end of the kiln, the roof of the kiln, 
the opening of the kiln, the pathway to the kiln and the protective wall of the kiln. 
The workshop (F1) covers an area of 250 square meters. In the workshop, remains of 
a soil storage tank, a sediment precipitation tank, postholes, stone plinth blocks, ash 
pits, pottery jars, and a pit left behind by the rod securing the spinning disc have all 


been discovered. This workshop was used for jiggering, glazing and decorating. 


Most of the porcelain wares unearthed from Cizao Kilns were richly celadon or 


brownish-black glazed. The porcelain material was grayish and mixed with sand. 


188 | 2.a Description of Property 


2. Description 


The porcelain wares were mostly shaped into everyday items, such as decorative 
pots, jars, bottles, water storage vessels, powder boxes, bowls, plates, saucers and 
lanterns. Hand-done decorative techniques employed during the manufacturing 
process include carving, incising, molding, layering, applying openwork designs, 
and color-painting. Porcelain wares from Cizao Kilns have been unearthed in East 
Asia, Southeast Asia, South Asia and East Africa; they have also been discovered in 
sunken shipwrecks in the South China Sea and the Huaguang Reef (No. 1), as well as 
in shipwrecks in the waters around Sinan in South Korea, Java in Indonesia and Lu- 
zon in the Philippines. Among other samples, the kendi water bottles found in these 


places are prime examples of export porcelain from ancient Quanzhou. 


(3) Contribution to the Proposed OUV 

A. The Kiln Sites at Jinjiaoyi Hill were facilities of predominantly export-oriented 
porcelain production. The porcelain wares produced here were the main exports 
of Quanzhou during the Song and Yuan dynasties, and their production suggests 
that the industry of Quanzhou as national port city was driven by overseas mari- 


time trade. 


There are marked differences in the composition of porcelain clay found in the re- 
gion where Cizao Kilns were based, as opposed to that found in other regions such 
as the Daiyun Mountain range. Furthermore, the production technology of Cizao 
Kilns could not compare to that of many other well-known kilns, such as Yue Kilns, 


Longquan Kilns or Jingdezhen Kilns, nor were Cizao Kilns able to compete in the 


market for high-end goods. However, Cizao Kilns were in close proximity to Quan- 
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05 - Workshop (F1) 


zhou ports and the production of Cizao Kilns was driven by the demands of over- 
seas maritime trade. Thanks to the following two factors, Cizao Kilns were able to 
turn the above weaknesses into strengths. First, they were able to produce massive 
quantities of low-end products to satisfy the demand in foreign markets for common 
everyday items. They also took advantage of their proximity to the port to expedite 
transport and shipping while minimizing the related costs. Thanks to its high pro- 
duction capacity and low-cost methods, it became profitable. This is evidenced in 
the massive amounts of Cizao Kiln porcelain found in shipwrecks off the coasts of 
multiple countries. Second, news of foreign markets brought through maritime trade 
channels, especially news concerning foreign market demands, made it possible to 
tailor-make specific products. For example, the kendi water bottles produced on the 
Kiln Sites at Jinjiaoyi Hill, were used by Muslims and Buddhists in Southeast Asia as 
everyday water storage vessels. Such samples have been found across Southeast Asia 
and the Near East, but are very rare within Chinese territory. Clearly, they were cus- 
tom-made for overseas markets. Pottery samples with Islamic-style interlaced floral 
designs and dragon urns used in funerals in Southeast Asia were generally made to 
meet the needs of overseas markets. Cizao Kilns’ small-mouth porcelain bottles yel- 
lowish-glazed plates with iron patterns and greenish-glazed bottles, have also been 
found in Southeast Asia and Japan. These exported porcelain samples clearly show 
that the Kiln Sites at Jinjiaoyi Hill in particular were used as a production base for 
export-oriented porcelain. Goods designed especially for trade in overseas markets 
made up a significant portion of these kilns total output, reflecting the unique ex- 


port-driven industrial structure in Quanzhou as a national port city. 
B. With their complete production systems, Cizao Kilns, as typified by the Kiln 


Sites at Jinjiaoyi Hill, were able to enhance its production technology and capac- 


ity through the implementation of innovations and improvements, testifying to 
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2. Description 
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capability of Quanzhou as a comprehensive national port city. 


The workshops, four closely-spaced dragon kilns, and hills and water systems around 
the Kiln Sites at Jinjiaoyi Hill constitute a complete porcelain production system. By 
way of Meixi Creek, Jiushijiu Creek and finally Jinjiang River, the goods produced 
on the Kiln Sites at Jinjiaoyi Hill could quickly be shipped abroad through the main 
ports in Quanzhou Bay or simply sold to the people of the city through the ports on 
the outskirts of the city. This is a complete picture of the entire journey taken by the 
porcelain, from manufacturing to shipping to trading. Thanks to high demand from 
overseas markets during the Song and Yuan dynasties, Cizao Kilns experienced a 
rapid development and rise in production. They were able to improve their produc- 
tion technology and expand production capacity thanks to innovations that were 
implemented after studying well-known kilns from northern China. The vast major- 
ity of porcelain samples unearthed from the kiln sites show that molding was used 
during the base-making process as a way to improve the efficiency of base-making. 


In terms of decorations, the porcelain was colored using engobe and multiple dark 
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glazing colors to make up for the inferior quality of porcelain clay found in the re- 
gion. As for loading and firing the porcelain, most used spacers like support stands 
to fire the porcelain in stacks, maximizing the capacity of the kilns. In respect to 
the organization of production, from the many family names that were written on 
the kiln tools, it can be deduced that Cizao Kilns likely employed the services of a 
number of familial workshops, who worked at a single location in concert. It is also 
possible that they used the signatures as a way of tracking accountability of individ- 
ual workers, and it is likely that there were professional managers running the kilns 
for wealthy investors. These examples of innovation and improvement in technology 
and management reflect the local porcelain industry's remarkable business savvy and 
its ability to rapidly adapt to changing needs in the market. Quanzhous porcelain 
production system and scale, represented by Cizao Kilns, laid the foundation for the 
extraordinary fundamental industrial capacity and overseas maritime trade capabili- 


ty of Quanzhou as a comprehensive national port. 


192 2.a Description of Property 





2. Description 








(1) Role in the Serial Property 

As part of the serial property, the Sites of Dehua Kilns (Weilin-Neiban Kilns, Qu- 
dougong Kiln) are a representative component of the Production Sites of Quanzhou 
as an emporium of world maritime trade. They are outstanding representatives of 
Quanzhous hinterland kiln sites that produced porcelain wares for export during the 
Song and Yuan dynasties. Their rise benefited from the flourishing maritime trade 
in Quanzhou during that period. Over the course of development, unique porcelain 
products began to be produced here, showing the formidable capacity of basic in- 
dustries and strong export trade capacity in Quanzhou during the Song and Yuan 


periods. 


(2) Factual Information 

Dehua Kilns are located in Dehua County, about 70 kilometers northwest of Quan- 
zhou City, and are representative of the porcelain production kiln site groups in 
Quanzhous hinterland area. These kilns sites are located in the Daiyun Mountain 
region, which has an abundance of porcelain clay, water and forest resources. The 
quality of the porcelain clay was excellent and the porcelain production conditions 
outstanding. Dehua Kilns began production in the late Tang Dynasty. The kilns then 
underwent major development during the Song and Yuan dynasties against a back- 
drop of maritime trade development, and kiln sites were built all over the county. Of 


these, the kiln sites around the Dehua County seat were the most densely distribut- 
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02 - Distribution of kiln sites in Dehua 


ed, with a survey finding 42 ancient kiln sites from the Song and Yuan periods; they 
are concentrated around six large areas and include 29 Song and Yuan kilns dating 
from between the 10" and 14" centuries. Porcelain produced in this area could be 
transported by land to Yongchun County to the south, and then taken to Quanzhou 
Port via East Creek, a tributary of the Jinjiang River. The kiln sites of Weilin-Neiban 
and Qudougong have been confirmed by archaeological work to be representative of 
Dehua Kiln Sites. Some of these kiln sites started production in the Song and Yuan 
dynasties and reflect the main characteristics of porcelain production at Dehua Kilns 


during the Song and Yuan periods. 


Weilin-Neiban Kiln Sites are located in the northwest of Sanban Town, Dehua Coun- 
ty; this town remains the dominant porcelain production base in Dehua today. The 
kiln sites are located on the northern and southern banks of Shangliaoxi Creek, cov- 
ering an area of around 12,200 square meters. The landscape environment of these 
sites has been conserved in entirety and reflects the typical features of sites chosen 
for porcelain production bases during the Song and Yuan periods, as well as typical 
production scales and skill levels. This mountainous region provided a suitable en- 
vironment for building kilns, while also having abundant supplies of porcelain clay 
and kiln fuel. Its location along the creek allowed for the use of hydraulic equipment, 
such as the water-powered trip hammers used for processing clay; it also facilitated 
the transport of some raw materials and products. Archaeological work has already 
discovered some kilns, workshops, potsherd piles and other kiln industry relics. 
Among these are the remains of seven kilns dating from between the Southern Song 


dynasty and the Yuan dynasty (1127-1368). The kiln chambers are between 1.7 


MEME 2.a Description of Property 


2. Description 


and 2.7 meters wide and up to 90 meters in length. Various types of kiln have been 
excavated, along with two categories of porcelain product - green-white porcelain 
and white porcelain. The remains of two groups of porcelain clay processing work- 
shops are located on the two banks of Shangliaoxi Creek, including an 800-meter 
workshop at Weilin and a 900-meter workshop at Neiban. Many of the workshops 
water-powered trip hammer pits, pools, mortar pits, piled stone water channels and 
stone levees have been preserved. The processing workshops at the two sites were in 
continuous use by successive generations over a long period. There are 8,000 square 
meters of scrap material amassed around the kilns, mostly porcelain potsherds and 
kiln fragments, reaching a maximum depth of two meters. In addition, in the Meil- 
ing area surrounding the sites, parts of Ming- and Qing-dynasty kiln remains have 
also been discovered, which reflects the history of continuous porcelain production 


in this region. 
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06 - Porcelain clay processing workshop at Weilin 


Qudougong Kiln Site is located on the southern slope of Pozhai Hill, Baomei Village, 
in Xunzhong Town, Dehua County. In 1976, archaeological excavations revealed the 
remains of a Yuan-dynasty kiln. The kiln has an orientation of 195 degrees, and the 
kiln bed is set at a slope of 12 to 22 degrees. The total length of the kiln is 57.1 meters 
and the width is between 1.4 and 2.95 meters. It is a multi-chambered dragon kiln 
with 17 chambers. Fourteen kiln door openings have been discovered and a portion 
of buttress wall has been preserved, along with some chamber walls and partition 
walls. Most of the kiln chambers are rectangular in shape, ranging in length from 
2.45 to 3.95 meters. The chambers were not set on steps but rather on a continuous 
slope. This type of kiln represents the transition process from dragon kiln to step 
kiln, and is a reflection of the advancing progress of kiln technology during the Song 
and Yuan periods. A large quantity of kiln tools has been discovered at the site, in- 
dicating the possibility of mass production at this kiln. Remnants of many kinds of 
porcelain ware have been excavated at this kiln, with Yuan-dynasty white porcelain 


being the most numerous. 
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2. Description 


The products of the Dehua Kilns during the Song and Yuan periods were predom- 
inantly green-white porcelain and white porcelain. While Song-dynasty porcelain 
products were mainly green-white porcelain with a gray-tinged or white-tinged 
glaze, in the later Southern Song period (around the 13" century), a unique type of 
white porcelain gradually started to be produced. The porcelain wares mainly took 
the form of daily utensils, such as bowls, plates, washing basins, kettles, kendi and 
bottles. During the production process, it was popular to carve, engrave, or use relief 
stamping techniques to decorate the items. Such products as stemmed cups, pow- 
der boxes, kendi, kettles, vases and bowls from Dehua Kilns have been unearthed 
in many regions, including East Asia, Southeast Asia, South Asia, Western Asia and 
East Africa. A large quantity has also been found on shipwrecks, such as Huaguang- 
jiao No. 1, Nanhai No. 1, the Java shipwreck, and Malaysias Tanjung Simpang and 
Jepara shipwrecks, proving that the porcelain wares from Dehua Kilns were key ex- 


port products of maritime trade. 


(3) Contribution to the Proposed OUV 

A. Dehua Kilns are outstanding representatives of the porcelain kiln sites pro- 
ducing goods for export in hinterland of Quanzhou. The production system was 
complete and the scale of production was huge. Along with Cizao Kilns, they 
show the strong capacity of Quanzhou's basic industries and its formidable ex- 


port trade capacity during the Song and Yuan periods. 
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Dehua Kilns are in the Daiyun Mountain region, where porcelain clay of excellent 
texture is found in abundance. The hilly conditions provided wood fuel and flowing 
water, giving the region obvious advantages for developing the porcelain manufac- 
turing industry. Although located in hinterland of Quanzhou, porcelain wares could 
be transported to ports for export via land routes and the Jinjiang River waterway 
system. In the mid-11" century, Quanzhou Port was opened, facilitating the develop- 
ment of a huge overseas porcelain market and, thus, driving the rapid development 
of Quanzhous porcelain manufacturing industry. A large number of porcelain man- 
ufacturing bases in Quanzhou were spread around the coastal and inland regions. 
The scale of production was greatly expanded to guarantee the supply to overseas 
markets. By the Song and Yuan periods, Dehua Kilns were distributed throughout 
Dehua and the surrounding areas, with porcelain manufactured on an enormous 
scale. Weilin-Neiban Kiln Sites, with their seven dragon kilns, workshops, hills, and 
water systems jointly show the complete production system of Dehua Kilns in the 
Song and Yuan periods. The incomplete remains of the dragon kiln at Qudougong 
are 57 meters long, and remnants of the Weilin No. 1 Kiln are 90 meters long, with a 
huge furnace volume creating extremely high capacity. Products of Dehua Kilns have 
been discovered in large quantities in ruins and shipwrecks in such regions as South- 
east Asia. The quality of the green-white and white fine porcelain wares discovered is 
relatively high; coarse porcelain wares, such as the brown glazed porcelain of Cizao 
Kilns, is of noticeably lower quality. This reflected the tiered structure of demand on 
the overseas markets, with the different classifications of porcelain complementing 
each other. Together, Dehua and Cizao Kiln Sites show the strength of basic industry 


capacity and export trade capacity in Quanzhou during the Song and Yuan periods. 


B. The production practices of Dehua Kilns, brought about by maritime trade, 
continually pushed the boundaries of production techniques. The white porcelain 
and the multi-chambered dragon kiln technology of the Song and Yuan periods 
indicate the innovation and development of Quanzhou's porcelain manufactur- 


ing industry under the impetus of maritime trade. 


Driven by flourishing maritime trade, Dehua Kilns developed rapidly during the 
Song and Yuan periods, while relying on the advantages of local resources and the 
huge amount of production practices brought about by maritime trade. Building on 
the processes of the famous kilns of northern China, new innovations to porcelain 
production techniques could be made. In the mid-to-late Southern Song period 
(around the 13" century), Dehua Kilns gradually started to produce a unique new 
kind of white porcelain, which had come about by first imitating the green-white 
porcelain of Jingdezhen. By the Yuan dynasty, this white porcelain had become a 
main export product, and has been discovered at many sites and in many shipwrecks 
overseas, a reflection of the innovative nature of Quanzhous porcelain manufac- 
turing. This innovation was further developed in the Ming dynasty when the white 
porcelain manufactured in Dehua gained global renown under the name "Blanc 


de Chine"—an important contribution to the history of porcelain development in 
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08 - Porcelains unearthed from the sites of Weilin-Neiban Kilns 


Quanzhou. In terms of kiln technology, the Fujian region produced multi-cham- 
bered dragon kiln technology in the Song and Yuan periods, with the kiln site at 
Qudougong showing evidence of this method. This kind of kiln represents the tran- 
sition from dragon kiln to stage kiln, in which the partitioning of the interior of 
the kiln into chambers allowed temperature and air flow within the chambers to be 
effectively controlled. Use of this form increased the rate of production and raised 
quality. Molds began to replace jiggering techniques, and there was a transition from 
using engraving and carving for decoration to using relief stamping methods, which 
further increased rates of production. In terms of production organization, produc- 
tion at Dehua Kilns adopted a joint mode of operation, which was conducive to the 
rational distribution of resources and expansion of production. These innovations 
and improvements in the areas of technology and management demonstrate the 


huge impetus given to the porcelain manufacturing industry by maritime trade. 
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2. Description 


15 Xiacaopu Iron Production Site of Qingyang Village in Anxi 


(1) Role in the Serial Property 

As part of the serial property, the Xiacaopu Iron Production Site of Qingyang Village 
in Anxi is a representative component of the export Production Sites in Quanzhou 
as an emporium of world maritime trade. It bears an invaluable testimony to the 
iron production industry in Quanzhou during the Song and Yuan dynasties. Togeth- 
er with Quanzhous porcelain production bases, it shows the formidable capacity of 
basic industries and strong export trade capacity in Quanzhou during the Song and 


Yuan periods. 


(2) Factual Information 

The Xiacaopu Iron Production Site of Qingyang Village in Anxi is situated in the 
Daiyun Mountain region about 70 kilometers northwest of Quanzhou. Qingyang 
Village in Anxi was one of the dedicated iron plants set up by the government in the 
Song dynasty. This area is close to the West Creek, a tributary of the Jinjiang River, 
and therefore is connected to Quanzhou ports by waterway. Qingyang Village sits 
on a narrow strip of land oriented from south to north in a valley surrounded by 
mountains on all sides, with a stream flowing from north to south across the middle. 
[he settlement lies on largely flat terrain near the stream. Ihe mountain behind the 
village is rich in iron ore and produces a large amount of wood for making charcoal. 
[he ancient mine and smelting plant are located on the slope and at the base of the 
mountain. Primary products produced were transported along the roads in the val- 


ley and mountain to the iron processing site. Since the discovery of the iron produc- 


01 - Location and setting of Iron Production Site 
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02 - Distribution of remains of Iron Production in Qingyang Village 
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2. Description 
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03 - Distribution of remains of Xiacaopu lron Production 


tion site in Qingyang Village in 1966, a large amount of iron slag deposits has been 
found in multiple locations; the deposits are 3 to 5 meters thick and totals about 100 


hectares in area. There are still dozens of ancient mining pits around the village. 


The Xiacaopu Iron Production Site of Qingyang Village is one of these locations 
where a complete production system has been preserved, and this has been archaeo- 
logically proven. The site is located on the hillside in the south of Qingyang Village, 
covering an area of over 10,000 square meters. It includes a smelting site, a group of 
ancient mining pits across the mine, the site of the ancestral house of the Yu family 
of iron smelters, a segment of an ancient trail, and the hills that provided fuel wood 
for smelting. Among them, the smelting site is close to the ancient trail on the hill- 


side, and the mining pits are all distributed on the hillside. 


Preliminary analysis based on archaeological investigations, excavations and tests 
indicates that the method employed at Xicaopu was bloomery smelting with small 
blast furnaces. The product of this process was sponge iron, which would be calcined 
into iron ingots before being shipped to another location for casting. Analysis based 
on tests with furnace walls and furnace slag has further confirmed that the iron 
was casted using the method of bloomery and charcoal was the main fuel. The 10- 
plus charcoal samples collected from the site have been dated by carbon-14 tests to 


around the 10" and 11" century. This, along with the age attributes of the unearthed 
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04 - Distribution of remains of Xiacaopu Iron Production Site 


coins and potsherds, confirms that the site was a bloomery location during the Song 


dynasty. 


The iron production site is located on a multi-stage terrace oriented from southeast 
to northwest. The terrace was formed by iron slag and other waste deposits which 
had been repeatedly leveled. Distributed on the terrae from top to bottom are the 
remains of the furnace, the architectural foundation, the hardened layer resulting 
from smelting activities, the stony furnace-wall deposits, the surface level of human 
activities, and a pond related to smelting activities, as well as a large amount of iron 
slag deposits. The remains of two smelting furnaces were found on the upper level of 


the terrace, both of which were built with fire-resistant sandy materials. 


(0 4| 2.a Description of Property 


2. Description 


The furnace has an oval top with a diameter of 0.42 to 0.54 meters, and shows signs 
of at least three repairs. Multiple hardened layers (plate layers) directly related to 
high-temperature smelting activities have been found on the terrace; they are possi- 
bly slag rust deposits with a high content of elemental iron. Multi-layer waste accu- 
mulation resulting from high-temperature smelting has also been found under the 
hardened layers. A large number of large stones are scattered on the terrace, showing 
marks of man-made cuts, a regular plane and neat cutting angles; some of the stones 
are curved, or sintered on one side. These stones may have been used as furnace lin- 
ing and furnace-wall materials, indicating that the site used stones to build a small 


blast furnace for smelting. 


In the west part of the terrace, excavations have exposed a ground surface with 


preserved traces of long-term human activities. Ihe ground surface was repeatedly 


paved and was in use for an extended period. Potsherds from the Song dynasty have 





05 - Remains of the furnace 





O6 - Remains of the surface level of human activities 
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07 - Ancient mining pits 


been found embedded in its upper layer. On the north side, the remnants of a pond 
connecting to the terrace has been discovered too. A large amount of tapped slag 
resulting from the production of large iron ingots can be seen on the site, pointing to 
a large scale of iron smelting at that time. In addition, on the upper stage of the ter- 
race, a stone wall foundation has been found, containing plenty of debris, eave tiles 
and fragments of architectural component; this suggests that there existed a building 


related to iron production at the place. 


[he artifacts unearthed from the iron production site included coins, metal objects, 
porcelain wares and smelting relics. Among them are a "Xiangfu Yuanbao" and a 
“Huangsong Yuanbao” copper coin, both cast in the early 11^ century; this further 
supports the dating of the site. Also discovered are iron nails, iron sheets and iron 
ingots, some of which were preliminary products for bloomery. Porcelain objects 
are mainly household utensils, most of which were produced by local kilns during 
the Song and Yuan dynasties; some of them are inscribed in ink with the Chinese 
characters "Wu" and “Zhu’, which are possibly the surnames of the workers. Smelt- 
ing relics mainly include large amounts of furnace slag, ore, fired earth and furnace 


lining. 


The mine is located on a slope northwest of the smelting site, where iron ore resourc- 
es abound, and investigations have revealed several ancient mining pits. The dense 
forests on the hills around the mine and the production site are believed to be the 
source of charcoal used in smelting. On the east side of the site, an ancient trail leads 


to the West Creek, which was the route for shipping the finished products. 


The vast majority of residents in Qingyang Village are surnamed Yu. According to 
their genealogical records, starting in the Five Dynasties period, the Yu clan here 
hired members of the Xu clan for iron production. In the northwest corner of the 
iron production site lay the remains of the ancestral house of the Yu clan. The an- 


cestral house, named “Jiancao Hall’, was built after the Yu clan migrated to Anxi. A 


206 2.a Description of Property 


2. Description 


Taoist temple, called “Yongan Hall”, also stands in the village; it is dedicated to Great 
Emperor Zhenwu, the god of the sea, which reflects the connection between iron 
production and maritime trade. The temple thus constitutes a complementary piece 


of evidence for the organization of iron production and for local beliefs. 


(3) Contribution to the Proposed OUV 

A. The Xiacaopu Iron Production Site of Qingyang Village in Anxi bears testimo- 
ny to the iron production industry during the Song and Yuan periods. Together 
with Quanzhou's porcelain production bases, the site shows the formidable ca- 
pacity of basic industries and strong export trade capacity in Quanzhou during 


the Song and Yuan periods. 


Iron was an important raw material for the manufacturing of agricultural imple- 
ments, shipbuilding and coin mintage. Iron products were in great demand in both 
domestic and foreign markets. The large quantity of iron products uncovered from 
the “Nanhai No. 1” and other shipwrecks testifies to the fact that iron products were 
a major type of export products in the maritime trade of the Song and Yuan dynas- 
ties. Anxi is a major source of iron ore in Fujian. According to historical records, the 
iron smelting industry in Anxi can be traced back to the 10" century; it flourished 
in the 11" century, and its iron production continued to the Ming and Qing peri- 
ods. Archaeological data have confirmed the Qingyang Iron Production Site as a site 
from the Song dynasty, which is consistent with historical records. This provides evi- 


dence for Quanzhous iron production capacity during the Song and Yuan periods. 


The large amount of iron slag and the ancient mining pits found on and around the 
site reveal the massive scale of the iron production industry. The iron production 
industry and the porcelain production industry jointly demonstrate the formidable 
capacity of basic industries and strong export trade capacity in Quanzhou during the 


Song and Yuan periods. 


08 - Remains of the 
ancestral house of the 
Yu clan 
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09 - Artifacts unearthed from the iron production site 


1. Song-dynasty coins 6. Textured tile 

2. Metal objects 7. Stone furnace 

3. Celadon wares 8. Furnace slag 

4. White porcelain wares 9. Fired earth 

5. Bowl with the Chinese character "Wu" 10. Magnetic iron ore sample 


B. The Xiacaopu Iron Production Site of Qingyang Village in Anxi demonstrates 
the positive effects of maritime trade on Quanzhou's hinterland economic devel- 
opment during the Song and Yuan periods, and its profound influence is still felt 


today. 


Anxi is located in the Daiyun Mountain region. The prosperity of Quanzhou Port 
propelled the development of the industries in the mountainous hinterland, result- 
ing in a flourishing iron production industry in Anxi in the Song dynasty. Under the 
impetus of maritime trade, the industries in both coastal and inland Quanzhou were 
upgraded, and they formed a closely connected economy through the water-land 
transportation network, ushering in prosperity and development across the entire 
region. The traditional iron production industry in Anxi continues today. The con- 
nection between the local Yu clan and the iron smelting activities during the Song 
and Yuan periods bears living testimony to this traditional industry; it also consti- 
tutes precious memories of the industry left by maritime trade in the Song and Yuan 


dynasties. 
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2. Description 


Fourth Group: Representative Monuments and Sites Bearing Essen- 
tial Testimonies to the "Transportation Network". 


16 Luoyang Bridge 


(1) Role in the Serial Property 

As part of the serial property, Luoyang Bridge is a representative component reflect- 
ing the Transportation Network of Quanzhou as an emporium of world maritime 
trade. It was a transportation hub connecting Quanzhou northwards to Fuzhou and 
the nations vast heartland, and was a pioneering project and a significant histori- 
cal milestone in the development of Quanzhous transportation network. Luoyang 
Bridge is a classic example of large-scale infrastructure facilities whose construction 
was led by the government and involved the concerted efforts of the entire society. 
It reflects the efforts of all segments of society, including officials and monks, to fa- 
cilitate and contribute to commercial and trade activities in Quanzhou in the Song 
and Yuan eras. The bridge represented the pinnacle of bridge-building technology in 
Song-Yuan China, and during its construction, a wealth of precious technical experi- 


ence was accumulated for the subsequent bridge-building boom in Quanzhou. 


(2) Factual Information 
Luoyang Bridge is situated at the mouth of Luoyang River about 10 kilometers north- 
east of the city of Quanzhou. It was originally known as Wanan Bridge as it was near 


the ancient Wanan Ferry. It was a vital transportation link connecting Quanzhou to 


01 - Panorama of Luoyang Bridge 
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02 - Maps of Luoyang Bridge 
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Plan of the 38th pier 























































































































Elevation of the 38th pier 
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Section A - A of the 38th pier 
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B. Five-storey octagonal C. Dharani sutra pagoda D. Dharani sutra pagoda 


pavilion-style pagoda 


A. Five-storey octagonal 
pavilion-style pagoda 
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H. Three-story hexagonal 


G. Stupa pagoda 


F. Stone Dhvaja 


E. Zhenfeng pagoda 


pavilion-style tantric pagoda 
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Elevation of stone towers 
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Elevation of stone statues of generals 
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Plan and elevation ( from the north end to the 15th pier) 













































































































































































































































































































































































Plan and elevation ( from the 34rd to the 40th pier) —Á————Á— —À 
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Plan and elevation ( from the 16th to the 33rd pier) 















































Plan and elevation ( from the 41st to the south end) 
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Section B - B of Cai Xiang Temple 
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03 - Luoyang Bridge 


northern Fujian and the interior regions. Construction began on Luoyang Bridge in 
1053 and was completed in 1059. Running northeast to southwest, the extant bridge 
is about 731 meters long and 4.5 meters wide. It has 47 spans and 45 piers and passes 
a small natural island in the middle of the river. All piers have a ship-shaped pointed 
cutwater upstream on the western side, while three piers on the southern section 
have a pointed cutwater on the eastern side. The stone beams of the bridge are gran- 


ite strips of a considerable size. There are balusters and guardrails on both sides of 


the bridge deck. 


During the construction, rocks were laid on the bottom of the river to form a dyke, 
on which piers with pointed cutwaters were set; this is akin to the construction of 
"raft-shaped foundations" in modern engineering. To prevent the rocks from being 
swept out by the strong currents, oysters were bred on the piers, a method known 
as "reinforcing the foundation by cultivating oysters”. It was an ingenious method of 
using living organisms to assist in reinforcing the structure of a bridge. Heavy stone 
slabs were carried by wooden boats into position at high tide, and the boats moved 
away at low tide, putting the slabs into place; this was known as the method of 
"transporting heavy stone slabs by using buoyancy forces and waves”. These techni- 
cal methods demonstrated the ingenuity and creativity of the people in adapting the 


construction process to local conditions. 
There are some ancillary structures on the bridge, the small island in the river, and 


the northern and southern ends of the bridge. On both sides of the bridge, there are 


seven stone towers in various shapes from the Song dynasty, as well as four stone 
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04 - Details of Luoyang Bridge 





— S 


05 - Bridge piers 


statues of generals providing divine protection for the bridge. On the small island 
stand the Central Pavilion and the Stele Pavilion with the inscription "Western River, 
Sweet Rain’. On the southern end of the bridge is a temple dedicated to Cai Xiang, 
who is credited with building the bridge. The temple was first built during the first 
half of the 12" century, and the extant building complex was a reconstruction in 
1875. On the northern end of the bridge is Zhaohui Temple from the Song dynasty, 
which is dedicated to King Tongyuan; the temple used to be the command center for 


Cai Xiang when he was directing the bridge construction. 


216 2.a Description of Property 


2. Description 


(3) Contribution to the Proposed OUV 

A. Luoyang Bridge was a milestone in the development of Quanzhou's transpor- 
tation network. It strengthened the land transportation connectivity between 
Quanzhou and northern Fujian and the interior regions. It ushered in three 
centuries of bridge construction in Quanzhou in the Song and Yuan era, and 
enhanced the establishment and improvement of the sea-land transshipment sys- 


tem of the national port city. 


In the mid-11" century, Quanzhou was on the eve of becoming a national port city. 
Its original forms of transportation across mountainous terrain and ferrying by boat 
proved increasingly inadequate to meet the needs of the regions growing commodity 
economy. The estuary of Luoyang River was situated on the vital route transporting 
goods northwards from Quanzhou to Fuzhou for transshipment to Bianliang, but 
the river was broad and had rapid currents, making it dangerous to cross by boat. If 
merchants did not cross the river, they had to travel through the mountains north 
of the city of Quanzhou and pass through Xianyou to reach Fuzhou after a grueling 
trek. After the 1040s, local people made several unsuccessful attempts to build a 
bridge over the river; it was not until 1059 that a bridge was finally built under the 
leadership of Quanzhou governor Cai Xiang. The completion of the bridge over 
Luoyang River “turned a deep chasm into a thoroughfare’, making it possible to 
transport bulk goods fast. With the initial formation of the coastal freight corridor, 
Quanzhou ports were more closely connected to Fuzhou and even Jiangsu, Zhejiang 


and the Central Plains, and their hinterland space was greatly expanded. 





06 - Three-story stone pagoda at the 07 - Stone sutra pagoda carved Moon- 
south of bridge light Bodhisattva 
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Luoyang Bridge was the earliest one of 
the many large-scale cross-sea bridges 
built in Quanzhou region. Following 
its completion, the bridge generated 
enormous economic value "bene- 
fiting all citizens" and ushered in a 
bridge-building boom in the region 
during the Song and Yuan dynasties. 
The bridge was a pioneering project 


and a significant historical milestone 
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08 - Stone statues of general by the government and involved the 


concerted efforts of the entire soci- 
ety. It reflects the efforts of all segments of society, including officials and monks, 


to facilitate and contribute to commercial and trade activities in Quanzhou in 


the Song and Yuan eras. 


The construction of Luoyang Bridge was largely the result of the proactive promotion 
by Song-dynasty officials. Although the initiative of the bridge was first put forward 
by local citizens, it was under the overall planning and management by the then 
Quanzhou governor Cai Xiang that the resources of all segments of society were 
combined to ensure the smooth completion of the bridge project in terms of fund- 
ing, technology, engineering organization and so on. The Notes of Wanan Bridge, 
written by Cai Xiang, contains a brief account of the project, including a description 
of the appearance of the bridge upon completion, testifying to the authenticity of the 
bridge. The text of the manuscript was inscribed on a large stone stele currently kept 


in Cai Xiang Temple. 


Historical documents show that senior regional officials were involved in most re- 
pairs for Luoyang Bridge. The four major repairs, addition and expansion programs 
for the bridge between 1138 and 1252 while maritime trade was at its peak were 
all supervised by governors of Quanzhou prefecture. The bridges construction and 
repairs ensured the demand of practical transportation needs and reflected the gov- 


ernments efforts to facilitate and advance overseas trade. 
The construction of Luoyang Bridge would not had been possible without the full 


support from the local government, the contributions made by monk groups headed 


by Zongji, Yibo and Zongshan, and the collaboration of Quanzhou merchants and 
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2. Description 





civilians. This practice of building a bridge by tapping into the 
resources of all segments of society was adopted in the subse- 
quent bridge-building boom, reflecting the shared commit- 
ment of the diverse communities in Quanzhou in promoting 


maritime trade and its infrastructure. 


C. Luoyang Bridge is a masterpiece of large-scale stone 
bridge-building in ancient China; its construction provided 
precious technical experience for the bridge-building boom 


in Quanzhou in the Song and Yuan eras. 


Luoyang Bridge is a masterpiece of simply-supported cross- 
sea stone bridge engineering. It was a remarkable engineering 
endeavor in the development of Quanzhous transportation 


system. The successful project was attributed to the adoption 





of various creative bridge-building techniques, including “raft- 
10 - The Stele of Wan'an Bridge, shaped foundation’, “transporting heavy stone slabs by using 
written by Cai Xiang buoyancy forces and waves" and “reinforcing the foundation 
by cultivating oysters”. The construction of the bridge made 
full use of the engineering and technical conditions at that 
time, and important large-scale stone bridge-building experi- 
ence was gained. The project’s construction techniques were 
adopted, with added innovations, for the subsequent large- 


scale Anping and Shunji Bridges. 
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11 - Inscriptions on the middle island 


D. The ancillary stone towers and temple on Luoyang Bridge and on its north and 
south ends provide evidence for the diverse cultures flourishing in Quanzhou 
during the Song and Yuan dynasties; they testify to the spiritual stimulatory ef- 


fects of faith on maritime trade. 


On both sides of Luoyang Bridge, there are seven stone towers from the Song and 
subsequent dynasties. Some of them are in the style of esoteric Buddhism and all 
were meant to provide divine protection for travelling merchants. Zhaohui Temple 
on the north end of the bridge was built during the same period as Luoyang Bridge. 
It was here that Cai Xiang made sacrificial offerings to King Tongyuan from Jiuri 
Mountain to pray for blessings for smooth project progress. Cai Xiang Temple on the 
south end of the bridge was built by later generations to commemorate Cai Xiangs 
achievements in the construction of the bridge. Both temples reflect the coexistence 
of multiple belief systems in Quanzhou during the Song and Yuan dynasties. These 
beliefs stimulated, in an informal fashion, the construction of infrastructure and de- 


velopment of maritime trade in Quanzhou. 
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17 Anping Bridge 


(1) Role in the Serial Property 

As part of the serial property, Anping Bridge is a representative component reflect- 
ing the Transportation Network of Quanzhou as an emporium of world maritime 
trade. It was the node of land Transport between Quanzhou and the vast southern 
coastal region, and reflects the way maritime trade spurred on the development of 
Quanzhous water-land transshipment system. Furthermore, the construction of An- 
ping Bridge was a joint endeavor by Quanzhou officials, religious groups, merchants 
and civilians, reflecting not only the contribution of the pluralistic composition of 
society in Quanzhou during the Song and Yuan dynasties to maritime trade, but also 
the economic prosperity and accumulation of wealth that maritime trade brought to 


Quanzhou society. 


(2) Factual Information 

Anping Bridge is located 30 kilometers southwest of the city of Quanzhou in a 
bay at the juncture between the towns of Anhai in Jinjiang and Shuitou in Nanan. 
The bridge was the main link between Quanzhou and the cities of Zhangzhou and 
Guangzhou to the south. It is also known as Five Li Bridge due to its length, which 
is around five li (one li measures around 500 meters) and is Chinas longest existing 
cross-sea stone beam bridge. Construction on the bridge began in 1128 and was 


completed in 1152; it was a collaborative effort between monks, merchants, govern- 


01 - West part of Anping Bridge 
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ment officials and locals. The bridge runs roughly 2,255 meters from east to west and 
is between 2.9 and 4 meters wide. It is laid with long stone beams and granite guard- 
rails run along each side. All together there are 360 stone step piers in rectangular, 
pointed boat-shaped and bicuspid boat-shaped styles. Lying across the piers are the 
huge stone beams, 5-11 meters long, that make up the bridges deck. 


The construction of Anping Bridge drew on the methods applied in building Luoy- 
ang Bridge, but with some added innovations. First, the bases of the piers were made 
using the ancient technique of "submerged bases of sleeping wood". Timber are piled 
into the seabed and another layer of timbers are laid upon, stone bridge piers would 
then rest on top of this kind of sleeping wood foundation.. This method strengthens 
the foundations while making them more level. Compared with the raft foundations 
using a dumping stone technique at Luoyang Bridge, this method saves both stone 
and manpower. Second, when designing the bridge piers, since the bridge had to 
span through many channels in both deep and shallow waters with various current 
velocity, designer had to determine the shape of piers according to various geograph- 
ical conditions. In general there are pier shapes in rectangular, single-boat shape and 
double-boat shape. Here we see the large accumulation of practical bridge building 
experience and development of advanced techniques brought about by maritime 


trade in Quanzhou. 


A number of ancillary buildings were constructed on Anping Bridge and in the sur- 
rounding area. At the eastern end of the bridge is a 22 meters tall hexagonal five-sto- 
ry brick Ruiguang Pagoda featuring the style of wood pavilion pagoda. Construc- 
tion on the pagoda started in 1152, and its purpose was to guard the ancient bridge 
and provide divine protection for traveling merchants. The Bridge Tower Pavilion 
(Qiaotou Pavilion) at the eastern end of the bridge, Water Heart Pavilion (Shui Xin 
Pavilion) in the middle of the bridge, and the Tidal Shrine (Haichao Temple) at the 
western end of the bridge are all buildings relating to the local folk religion. In the 
middle section of the bridge, four small square stone pagodas were also built, which 
played a role in providing divine protection for merchant travelers. Water Heart Pa- 
vilion is the largest of these and was constructed at the same time as the bridge. It is 
also known as Sizhou Pavilion and the Middle Pavilion as it was originally built as 
an offering to Sizhou Buddha but later converted to the worship Guanshiyin Bodhi- 
sattva. In the surrounding area, 16 stele inscriptions recording repairs made to the 
bridge in previous generations have been preserved. Beside the pavilions front col- 
umns, two statues of generals protecting the bridge stones still stand; these are works 
of Song-dynasty stone sculpture. On the western and eastern sides of the bridge, two 
bridge gateway houses were built, the "High Vantage Building" (Wanggao Pavilion) 
and the "Tide Listening Building" (Tingchao Pavilion). Two rain pavilions were con- 
structed in the middle section of the bridge to provide people crossing the bridge 


with shelter from the rain and somewhere to rest. 
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02 - Maps of Anping Bridge 
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Site plan and elevation 
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Detail of the 190th pier (plan, section B - B, elevation) 


Elevation of Wanggao Pavilion 


Elevation of Tingchao Pavilion 
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Shuixin Pavilion 
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West Zhenfeng Pagoda 
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298th - 299th pier 
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East rain pavilion 
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03 - East part of Anping Bridge 


(3) Contribution to the Proposed OUV 

A. Anping Bridge not only strengthened the land transport system at Anhai 
Port, Quanzhou city's secondary transshipment center, but also facilitated the 
transport between Quanzhou and the cities of Zhangzhou and Guangzhou to the 
south. It reflects the development of Quanzhou's water-land transshipment sys- 


tem as a national port under the impetus of maritime trade. 


From the Tang Dynasty (8" century) onwards, Anhai was a key port in the Quan- 
zhou region. During the Song dynasty (11" century), Quanzhou became a national 
port and Anhai developed into the city’s secondary transshipment center, with an 
organization for levying taxes on merchant ships established. Merchant ships could 
then carry out cargo transshipment at ports near Quanzhou or choose Anhai Port 
to berth. Meanwhile, through the land transportation network there, they could 
link up with the city of Quanzhou and other regions. On the shore at the eastern 
end of Anping Bridge, a small harbor from the Ming and Qing dynasties has been 
preserved, demonstrating the continued functioning of Anhai Port. Before Anping 
Bridge was built, connections between Anhai Town and the areas to the west relied 
on boats and for a long time suffered the disasters of hurricanes and sea surges. After 
Anping Bridge had been built, contact between the towns of Anhai and Shuitou at 
the eastern and western ends of the bridge was greatly facilitated, and transport links 
between places in the west, such as Tongan, Zhangzhou and even Guangzhou, were 
connected, making a great contribution to the Quanzhou Port's water-land trans- 


shipment system, which included Anhai Port. This thoroughfare running through 
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04 - Bridge deck 


the town of Anhai also made connections between the city of Quanzhou and the vast 
coastal area to the southwest more convenient. Since the Tang Dynasty, official post 
roads from Quanzhou to Tongan had no option but to go via mountain roads over 
ten kilometers to the north of Anhai, such as those going through Guanqiao and 
Luotian, but once the bridge was complete, people were able to conveniently pass 
through the flat coastal regions instead. This change reflects the evolvement Quan- 
zhous transportation network as a national port from administrative to economic 


and inland to coastal. 


05 - Zhenfeng Pagoda and rain pavilions 






Lir e 


FRbtebobbbbhte PT 


2. Description 


06 - Bridge piers 


07 - Shuixin Pavilion 


08 - Stone statue of 
generals at Shuixin 
Pavilion 





According to historical records, the construction of Anping Bridge was presided 
over by the monk Zupai, with the merchant Huang Hu and monk Zhi Yuan both 
donating funds. Construction began in 1138, but the work was halted following the 
successive deaths of Huang Hu and monk Zupai. Up until imperial kinsman Zhao 
Lingjin took office as Quanzhou governor could the project resumed.. This great 
project was finally completed in 1152 through the combined efforts of Huang Hus 
son, Huang Yi, monk Hui Sheng and locals. During the two Song dynasties, the 
bridge-building industry was closely interrelated with Quanzhou's maritime trade. 
Bridge constructions were great events that developed local economy and had an im- 


pact on the well-being for common people, thus tremendous enthusiasm was drawn 
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upon these projects from Quanzhou officials, 
religious figures, merchants and citizens. The 
building of Anping Bridge reflects the im- 
portant contribution to the construction of 
maritime trade infrastructure made by social 
forces from all spheres in Quanzhou during 


the Song and Yuan dynasties. 


C. Anping Bridge was built during the pe- 
riod in which Quanzhou's maritime trade 
had reached a high level of development in 
the Southern Song dynasty. The construc- 
tion of such a long and expensive bridge 
across the sea testifies to the economic 


prosperity and wealth accumulation mari- 





time trade brought to Quanzhou society. 
09 - Ruiguang Pagoda 

Anping Bridge, spanning five li (one li 
measures around 500 meters), was built across turbulent sea in Anhai Bay. It is the 
longest cross-sea stone beam bridge that exists in China and was the result of a vast 
construction project. Merchant Huang Hu and monk Zhiyuan each donated ten 
thousand min (one min was 770 copper coins) when Anping Bridge was built. Ac- 
cording to an inscription recording repairs made to the bridge, private donations 
were made in units of one jian (a span of bridge from one pier to another). Frequent 
private donations of “ten thousand min” and "one jian” show that the people of An- 
ping, particularly merchants, had unusually large financial resources, reflecting the 
economic prosperity and accumulation of wealth that maritime trade brought to 


Quanzhou society in the Song and Yuan dynasties. 
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2. Description 


18 Site of Shunji Bridge 


(1) Role in the Serial Property 

As part of the serial property, Shunji Bridge is a representative component reflecting 
Quanzhous Transportation Network as an emporium of world maritime trade. It 
was the land transport node between the old city of Quanzhou and the south bank 
of Jinjiang River. Shunji Bridge facilitated the maritime trade in Quanzhou. It was 
the main access to ancient Quanzhou’s commercial district. The bridge enhanced 
Quanzhous land and water freight system . Shunji Bridge, together with the site of 
Deji Gate and Tianhou Temple, sees the development of the commercial urban area 
in the south of the old city. The bridge testifies to the expansion of business which 


was promoted by the development of a transport system. 


(2) Factual Information 

[he site of Shunji Bridge is located outside Deji Gate, the southern entrance to an- 
cient Quanzhou. Crossing over Jinjiang River, the bridge is named after Shunji Tem- 
ple (also known as Tianhou Temple). Shunji Bridge was built in 1211 by the then 
governor Zou Yinglong of the Southern Song dynasty. It remained in use until the 
20" century. After the 14" century, it was repaired many times. Today, Shunji Bridge 
is preserved as a heritage site. It is a beam stone bridge that runs northeast to south- 
west. '[he east end of the bridge points to the direction of Deji Gate. The remaining 
parts of the bridge are comprised of around 400 meters bridge deck , and approxi- 


mately 30 boat-shaped piers and pier sites. 
The construction of Shunji Bridge drew on the techniques used to build Luoyang 


Bridge. Using the "raft foundation" method, the river bed was dumped with stones 


to form the structural foundation upon which stone slabs were crisscross overlaid to 


01 - Panorama of Site of Shunji Bridge 
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02 - Maps of Site of Shunji Bridge 
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Detail of the pier 
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2. Description 


form the piers where stone beam slabs could be rested on. The remaining piers are 


roughly 8.5m in length and 3.5m in width. 


(3) Contribution to the Proposed OUV 
A. Shunji Bridge strengthens the land transport links between Quanzhou city 
and the southern plains, hills and wharf area. It reflects the gradual improvement 


of the national port's water and land transport system driven by maritime trade. 


Shunji Bridge was built after Shisun Bridge further up the river, linking the vast area 
on the south bank of the Jinjiang River to Quanzhou city. Furthermore, the comple- 
tion of Shunji Bridge made it easier for people from Anhai, Tongan and Zhangzhou 
to reach Quanzhou, as they no longer had to travel via Shisun Bridge further up Jin- 
jiang River. The bridge also facilitated the transport between the ports on the south 
bank of Jinjiang River and Quanzhou city. From Shihu Port to the old city of Quan- 
zhou, people could follow the long coastal bridge built in the 12" century and then 
pass Shunji Bridge to reach the south gate of Quanzhou. From other ports in Shenhu 
and Weitou Bays, people could also reach the old city by land via Shunji Bridge. The 
construction of Shunji Bridge reflects the gradual improvement of the water and 


land transport network of Quanzhou as a national port. 


B. The site of Shunji Bridge, the site of Deji Gate and Tianhou Temple together 
reflect the development of the commercial district in the south part of the old 
city driven by maritime trade. They bear witness to the expansion of business 


which was promoted by the development of a transport system. 


With the silting up of Jinjiang Rivers north bank, Quanzhou city gradually expand- 
ed southward. In 1009, Qingjing Mosque was completed; in 1087, the Maritime 


03 - South part of Shunji Bridge 








04 - Bridge piers 


Trade Office was established; and in 1196, Shunji Temple was finished. During that 
period, the commercial urban area in the south of the city gradually expanded. The 
construction of Shunji Bridge in 1211 was the embodiment of the business com- 
munity located in the south of the city. As business flourished there, so did traffic in 
and out of the city. This led to the construction of the wing town and the relocation 
of the south gate of Quanzhou further south, which marked the establishment of 
the commercial district in the south of Quanzhou city. Consequently, Shunji Bridge, 
along with Deji Gate and Tianhou Temple, became landmarks in the south of the old 
city. The riverside near Shunji Bridge used to be the port of Nanguan near the city of 
Quanzhou. With its development, it became a bustling area for shipping merchants 
to gather their goods and pray for good fortune. As a transport hub linking the city's 
commercial urban area to the outside, Shunji Bridge bears witness to the develop- 
ment of Quanzhou driven by maritime trade, and testifies to how the development 


of business further expands the transportation network. 
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19 Estuary Docks 


(1) Role in the Serial Property 

As part of the serial property, Estuary Docks are a representative component reflect- 
ing the Transportation Network of Quanzhou as an emporium of world maritime 
trade; they are precious historical remains at Fashi Port, an inner port of Quanzhou. 
These docks were a water-land transshipment node connecting with the old city in 
the suburb, reflecting the inner port docks’ functional composition and how they 
operated. The ancient ship remains found at the site provide evidence of the ship- 


building technology of the Song and Yuan dynasties. 


(2) Factual Information 

Estuary Docks are located in the southeast of Quanzhous old city on the northern 
banks of Jinjiang River. Along with Zhenwu Temple, they are precious historical re- 
mains at Fashi Port, a major inner port on the outskirts of Quanzhou. Fashi Port is 
located on the edge of a hilly area along the northern bank of the lower Jinjiang Riv- 
er, which is the nearest highland to the old city along the river. It was also one of the 
earlier areas along Jinjiang River's shoreline to undergo transformation through land 
reclamation. Facing the river and set against a backdrop of hills, the docks are con- 
nected by land to the old city and Houzhu. The exceptionally well-endowed land and 
water transport conditions here turned the Fashi area on Quanzhou’ outskirts into a 
small but densely populated settlement, and it became a hub of interchange between 
water transport and the old city’s land transport. Wenxing Dock and Meishan Dock 
have been preserved to this day, along with the remains of an ancient Song-dynasty 


ship. Construction on the two docks began during the Song and Yuan era and they 


01 - Meishan Dock 
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02 - Maps of Estuary Docks 
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West elevation of Wenxing Dock 
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East elevation of Wenxing Dock 
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03 - Wenxing Dock 


were in use until the 20" century. The two docks, set 1,100 meters apart, were both 
built using granite slab masonry, although there is some variation in form between 


the two. 


Wenxing Dock is located upstream and the overall form is of a gently sloping step. 
The water here is relatively shallow and the dock juts right out into Jinjiang River so 
small boats could berth at low tide. The existing dock is over 30 meters long from 
north to south and around 3.5 meters wide. The surface is laid with many stone 
steps, which lead down from the riverbank to the silt at the bottom of the riverbed. 
From either side of the sloping steps stone slabs that were added over different peri- 
ods can be observed, reflecting the process that the dock was gradually extended into 
the water over the course of its use as the river bank naturally silted up. On the bank 
by Wenxing Dock stands a small stone sutra pagoda, with statues of the Buddha on 
its top four facades, plays the role of safeguarding the dock. 


Meishan Dock is located downstream in an area of deeper water than that of Wenx- 
ing Dock. Since the dock was built with relatively steep sided sloped platform pier, 
it was at easy reach for large ships to moor at high tide. Traces of building additions 


dating from different periods remain from the bottom of the pier to its top. The low- 
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04 - Meishan Dock 


est level platform pier is around 20 meters long from north to south and around 15 
meters wide; the highest level is around 10 meters long from north to south and 8 
meters wide. The southern end of the pier is built as a stone stair while the eastern 
and western sides were designed with steep slope. At the bottom of the eastern and 
western side of the pier, pier, sloping steps were arranged for the usage when in low 
tide. Archaeological work took place in 2003revealed wood piles used for reinforcing 


foundation. 


A series of remains and relics relating to water-land transshipment functions were 
discovered during archaeological work in the surrounding area of the docks. These 
discoveries ascertained that the historical shoreline during the Song and Yuan era 
was roughly 50 to 60 meters north of the existing docks. In 1982, remains of an 
abandoned ancient ship of the Southern Song dynasty were excavated 230 meters 
north to Wenxing Dock. Four rear cabins of the ancient ship were uncovered along 
with woven bamboo sails, ropes and other relics. The ship is in the shape of fuchuan 
(Fujian-style ships), and is similar in structure to the shipwreck found at Houzhu 
Port. It is now protected with backfill at the original location. In 1975, an anchor 
stone carved from granite was also excavated from a Song-Yuan stratum close to the 


riverbank. It is now kept at the Quanzhou Maritime Museum. 
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05 - Stone sutra 





06 - Remains of ancient ship and woven bamboo sails discovered 


(3) Contribution to the Proposed OUV 

A. Estuary Docks were a node of interchange between the old city's land trans- 
port and river and sea transport. They are precious historical remains of Quan- 
zhou's inner port docks from the Song and Yuan dynasties and, together with 
Zhenwu Temple, reflect the functional structure and how the inner port's docks 


operated. 
The two docks of Wenxing and Meishan are the precious remaining examples of the 


many docks that existed in the ancient Fashi Port. Differences in berthing condi- 


tions, such as differences in river depths, influenced the structure and shape of the 


240 | 2.a Description of Property 


2. Description 


two docks, and indicate the different ways ships docked and transferred cargo, while 
also reflecting the interrelationship between the tides and the ways the inner port 
docks were used. Temple buildings near the shore, such as Zhenwu Temple, played a 
spiritual role, providing divine protection for traveling merchants. The stone pagoda 
on the shore of Wenxing Dock was not only a symbol of the docks but also a spiri- 
tual anchor for merchants and crew members praying for safe navigation. Estuary 
Docks and Zhenwu Temple jointly demonstrate the overall functional composition 


of water-land transshipment and sea deity worship at the inner port. 


The ancient ship remains discovered at Estuary Docks provide evidenc 


The designs of the ancient Song-dynasty ship whose remains were discovered at Es- 


tuary Docks and the shipwreck at Houzhu (now preserved at Kaiyuan Temple) both 





07 - Anchor stone discovered at Fashi 





08 - Islamic tomb-cover stones discovered at Fashi 
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made used of watertight bulkhead technology, providing evidence of shipbuilding 
technology from the Song and Yuan dynasties. Winch components for rising and 
falling anchor stone were discovered at the Houzhu Shipwreck. These conform to the 
elevating winch anchor stones recorded in the historical document “Xuanhe Fengshi 
Gaoli Tujing" (Report of the Diplomatic Mission to Korea), dating to the Song and 
Yuan eras. The stone anchor discovered at Fashi provides a valuable account of the 
detailed use of this marine vessel from the Song and Yuan dynasties. In addition, the 
historical existence of certain place names in the Fashi area, such as "Shipbuilding 
Alley” and “Sail-making Alley,’ is believed to have been associated with shipbuilding 
workshops. In 1959, ancient boat decks and ropes were discovered at Wumo Hill 
Cove near Fashi. Although no shipbuilding relics have been found to date, this infor- 
mation about marine vessels provides some understanding about the development of 


shipbuilding in Quanzhou during the Song and Yuan dynasties. 
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20 Shihu Dock 


(1) Role in the Serial Property 

As part of the serial property, Shihu Dock is a representative component reflecting 
the Transportation Network of Quanzhou as an emporium of world maritime trade. 
It is an invaluable piece of physical evidence of Quanzhous outer port docks, testi- 
fying to the fact that conditions in Quanzhou during the Song and Yuan dynasties 
were extremely conducive to port construction. This dock, together with Estuary 
Docks, demonstrates Quanzhou Ports water-land transshipment system during the 


Song and Yuan periods. 


(2) Factual Information 

Shihu Dock is located on the western shore of Shihu Peninsula, 17 kilometers 
south of the city of Quanzhou. It utilized natural reefs in its construction, and like 
Liusheng Pagoda, it is a historical relic of Shihu Port. Shihu Peninsula extends out 
into the sea, with its western shore curving in the shape of a half-moon to form a 
natural safe harbor from the winds and waves of the open water. The peninsula juts 
out into the center of Quanzhou Bay, directly facing the estuary where Jinjiang and 
Luoyang Rivers converge. Facing the mainland, one could travel from the peninsula 
in a straight line upstream along either river. In relation to the ocean, the peninsula 


served to guard the main shipping lane in Quanzhou Bay. According to historical 
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02 - Maps of Shihu Dock 
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West elevation of Tongji Jetty 
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accounts, Shihu Dock was first built in the early 8" century during the Kaiyuan reign 


of the Tang Dynasty. At that time, a maritime merchant named Lin Luan built a fer- 
ry using a naturally occurring reef to anchor it to the shore. Historical records show 
that during the Yuanyou reign (1086-1094) of the Northern Song dynasty, a govern- 
ment official named Fu Jin built a jetty granting access between the shoreline to the 


reef. This further increased the utility of the dock. 


Shihu Dock is comprised of a group of reefs near the shore and Tongji Jetty. The 
reefs grow out into the sea, and on one side near the water are stone steps for peo- 
ple to walk on and recessed holes used to attach mooring ropes so that ships could 
dock at low tide. Tongji Jetty, by connecting the large reef to the shoreline, made it 
convenient for people to disembark at the large reef and for ships to dock at high 
tide. Ihe jetty is 66 meters long and 2.2 meters wide. It rises 1.5 to 2.9 meters above 
the level of the shore, and was built layer by layer using granite slabs. As revealed in 
archaeological work done on the foundations of the jetty, at its lowest level, there was 
a stone foundation from the Song dynasty. In the upper part of the foundation, there 
are marks and traces from multiple repairs made to the jetty over the following cen- 
turies. In the area surrounding the foundation of the jetty, potsherds from the Song 
and Yuan periods have been uncovered. Most of them belonged to products made 


by Cizao Kilns, and a small amount came from Longquan Kilns and other non-local 


kilns. 
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04 - Tongji Jetty 





05 - Details of Tongji Jetty 
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06 - Archaeological work on the foundations of Tongji Jetty 


(3) Contribution to the Proposed OUV 
A. Shihu Dock is an invaluable piece of physical evidence of Quanzhou's outer 
port docks and demonstrates that conditions in Quanzhou were highly conducive 


to port construction during the Song and Yuan periods. 


Shihu Dock was constructed in the middle of the bay. Sheltered by Shihu Peninsula, 
it was relatively protected from the harsh conditions of the open sea. The location 
was far enough from the main channel where the rivers converge and pour into 
Quanzhou Bay, and therefore did not accumulate much silt. All in all, it was a spot 
uniquely well-suited for building a dock. Furthermore, the natural reefs combined 
with the jetty made it possible for ships of different sizes and weights to dock at both 
high and low tides. As an invaluable piece of physical evidence of Quanzhous outer 
port docks, Shihu Dock demonstrates that conditions in Quanzhou were highly con- 


ducive to port construction during the Song and Yuan dynasties. 


B. Shihu Dock was closely associated with the production bases of goods for 
overseas maritime trade. This dock, together with Estuary Docks, demonstrates 
Quanzhou's water-land transshipment system during the Song and Yuan dynas- 


ties. 
By land, Shihu Dock was connected directly to the old city by land routes and the 


great coastal thoroughfare. By water, it provided direct access to Jinjiang River, 


Luoyang River, their tributaries, and the route to the other seaside ports within the 
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nation. Archaeological work on the local and non-local porcelain found in the area 
around the foundation of the jetty shows that during the Song and Yuan dynasties, 
Shihu Dock not only shipped export porcelain from local Quanzhou kilns like Cizao 
Kilns, but also possibly handled transshipments of porcelain from other ports in 
China. This dock, together with Estuary Docks, demonstrates how the water-land 


transshipment system operated in Quanzhou during the Song and Yuan dynasties. 








07 - Remains of Five Dynasties period and Song-Yuan period unearthed from the site 
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21 Liusheng Pagoda 


(1) Role in the Serial Property 

As part of the serial property, Liusheng Pagoda is a representative component of- 
fering unique insight into the Transportation Network of ancient Quanzhou as an 
emporium of world maritime trade. It is an important historical site at Shihu Port 
that marked where merchant ships would shift course from the main shipping line 
in Quanzhou Bay to the inner ports, and provided divine protection for traveling 
merchants. Additionally, the construction of Liusheng Pagoda was completed thanks 
to collaboration between religious groups, merchants and regular citizens, showing 
how Quanzhous diverse social structure in the Song and Yuan eras contributed to 


the citys maritime trade. 


(2) Factual Information 

Liusheng Pagoda is located on Jinchai Hill (also known as Yandun Hill) on the 
northern tip of Shihu Peninsula, in the center of Quanzhou Bay. It was first built be- 
tween 1111 and 1118 with funds raised by a pair of monks named Zuhui and Zong- 
shi, along with a benefactor named Xue Gongsu. The stone pagoda that stands today 
was rebuilt between 1336 and 1339 by a local maritime merchant named Ling Huifu. 


Shihu Peninsula is approximately 17 kilometers from the old city of Quanzhou, 


01 - Liusheng Pagoda and Daiyu Gate shipping channel 
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02 -Maps of Liusheng Pagoda 
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jutting into the middle of 
Quanzhou Bay. Between the 
pagoda and the Dazhui and 
Xiaozhui Islets to its east lies 
the Daiyumen main shipping 
lane. As written in historical 
records, "All ships that enter 
Quanzhou Bay must pass by 





Daiyu Islet.” It was an im- 
EN portant landmark for every 
05 - Carvings on the facade of Liusheng Pagoda merchant ship that entered 
Quanzhou Bay to berth to 


one of the inner port docks along Jinjiang and Luoyang Rivers. 


Reaching a total height of 36 meters, Liusheng Pagoda is an octagonal, five-storey 
pavilion-style granite pagoda. With a double-layered Sumeru pedestal, the pagoda 
body consists of external walls, winding corridors and a core. On each floor, there 
are four arched doors and four recessed niches, arranged in a staggered fashion, and 
various examples of Buddhist imagery, such as heavenly warriors and fierce deities, 
are engraved on both sides of each niche and door. The eaves are held up with stone 
support brackets, and the cap blocks on the corner pillars of each floor are carved 
in the shape of round lotuses. Sparrow-shaped support braces are used under the 
stone protrusions. Above each doorway and on the beams of each floor can be found 
inscriptions from between 1336 and 1339, which commemorate various stages of 
completion on the construction of the pagoda. According to historical documents, 
"Liusheng Pagodas magnificence rivals that of Zhenguo and Renshou Pagodas in 
Kaiyuan Temple.” Its plane form, tower body structure, overall appearance and exte- 


rior adornment are all reminiscent of the twin pagodas of Kaiyuan Temple. 
(3) Contribution to the Proposed OUV 


A. Liusheng Pagoda was a spiritual anchor for merchants and crew members 


praying for safe navigation. It marked where merchant ships would shift course 
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from the main shipping channel in Quanzhou Bay in order to dock at the inner 


ports, and was a key element of the landscape of the national port city during the 


Song and Yuan dynasties. 


Liusheng Pagoda was initially used for the practice of Buddhism. Its construction 


was financed by merchants. In the Yuan dynasty, it was reconstructed, also with 


funds raised by maritime merchants, as a place to practice Buddhism to ensure di- 
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vine protection for traveling merchants. The pagoda was constructed on a raised sec- 
tion of rocky land that extended abruptly into the bay; this extremely unique location 
gives the pagoda a panoramic view of the bay. There are two islets to its east, Dazhui 
and Xiaozhui Islets. Between them runs a maritime shipping lane named Daiyumen. 
Deep and with level banks, it is Quanzhou Bay's main shipping lane. Liusheng Pago- 
da is just opposite this shipping lane. According to historical documents, "Ihe hilly 
terrain accentuates the pagoda, which resembles a giant pillar propping up the sky, 
creating a spectacular sight,’ and "Liusheng Pagoda is outstandingly magnificent.” 
Not only did Liusheng Pagoda serve as an important landmark along the shipping 
channel in Quanzhou Bay, it was also an important element of the landscape of 


Quanzhou as a national port city during the Song and Yuan dynasties. 


B. The construction of Liusheng Pagoda was completed thanks to collaboration 
between religious groups, merchants and regular citizens, showing how Quan- 
zhou's diverse social structure in the Song and Yuan eras contributed to the city's 


maritime trade. 


According to historical records, Liusheng Pagoda was initially constructed thanks 
to funds raised by monks Zuhui and Zongshi, along with a benefactor named Xue 
Gongsu. It was later reconstructed between 1336 and 1339 by the maritime merchant 
Ling Huifu. It is known that of those that participated in the construction of Li- 
usheng Pagoda, several were merchants that had made massive profits from overseas 
maritime trade, while other were monks committed to infrastructure development, 
and still others were simply regular citizens. This reflects the significant contribu- 
tions of all segments of society in Quanzhou to trade infrastructure development 


during the Song and Yuan dynasties. 
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22 Wanshou Pagoda 


(1) Role in the Serial Property 

As part of the serial property, Wanshou Pagoda is a representative component re- 
flecting the Transportation Network of Quanzhou as an emporium of world mari- 
time trade. It was the landmark for merchant ships arriving at the port of Quanzhou; 
it also served as a source of spiritual support for the local population by safeguarding 
the bay and providing divine protection for travelling merchants. The pagoda is as- 
sociated with the legend of a woman gazing endlessly to the sea expecting the return 
of her seafaring husband, and eventually turning herself into a stone. This story is an 
integral part of the history of Quanzhous maritime trade in the minds of local peo- 


ple. 


(2) Factual Information 

Wanshou Pagoda sits atop Baogai Hill, 20 kilometers southeast of Quanzhou town. 
It is a pavilion-style stone pagoda built by monk Jieshu during the Shaoxing period 
(1131-1162) of the Southern Song dynasty when Quanzhous maritime trade reached 
its peak. Baogai Hill is situated amongst the hills between Quanzhou Bay and Shen- 
hu Bay. Rising 210 meters above sea level, it is the highest point in the Quanzhou 
Bay area. As such, Baogai Hill is a strategic location for controlling the bay. Accord- 
ing to ancient feng shui geomantic theory, this area is considered as the “water exit” 
or outlet of Quanzhou. Building a pagoda in such location could lock the outlet and 
ensure safety. Due to its commanding height, Wanshou Pagoda is also known as the 


Pass Locking Pagoda. Besides, it is nicknamed "the Sisters-in-Law Pagoda’ for its as- 


01 - Overlooking Wanshou Pagoda from the sea 
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02 - Wanshou Pagoda in the twilight 
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03 - Maps of Wanshou Pagoda 
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04 - Wanshou Pagoda and Baogai Hill 


sociation with the legend of a mans wife and his younger sister who turned to stone 
due to gazing endlessly out at sea longing for his safe return. Historical texts state 
that ships could be seen from Wanshou Pagoda and ships used the pagoda as a bea- 


con to guide them home. 


Made of large granite slabs, Wanshou Pagoda is a five-storey octagonal structure, 
hollow inside and encompassed with external corridors on each floor. It has an over- 
all height of approximately 22 meters and a site area of 325 square meters. Access 
to the higher floors is reached through a staircase that wraps itself round the inner 
wall which is 2-4 meters thick. As the pagoda rises one can see that each level of this 
octagonal structure is slightly smaller than the one below. This narrowing design of 
the building enforces its structural integrity. The pagoda is surrounded by a corri- 
dor on the ground floor. On the west of the pagoda is a projecting portico, made of 
granite, which is twobays deep by three bays wide. The pillars in the outer corners of 
the pagoda are carved with indentations and curved shapes. On top of the pillars are 
square supporting brackets that hold up the folding eaves protruding on each story. 
. From the third to fifth stories, doors open to a small circular balcony with a stone 
guard rail. Doors of the pagoda are arranged in a staggered fashion. There are two 
niches with deity figures located in the interior wall, one faces the entrance gate, the 


other opposites the door on the fourth. 


(3) Contribution to the Proposed OUV 
A. Wanshou Pagoda was the landmark for merchant ships indicating arrival at 
the port of Quanzhou. It was also a key element of the landscape of the national 


port during Song and Yuan dynasties. 


2.a-3 22 Sites Description lass 





272: EEO zt à AT > AE A ES j 


05 - Panorama of Wanshou Pagoda 


Wanshou Pagoda became a key element of the landscape of the national port in the 
Song and Yuan dynasties. The pagoda is positioned on a commanding height over- 
looking Quanzhou Bay. Since the Ming and Qing dynasties, historical and naviga- 
tional records have consistently affirmed its importance as a maritime visual marker. 
Wanshou Pagoda is also marked on ancient coastal maps and navigation charts. 
The pagoda, along with Baogai Hill and the surrounding mountain range, was the 
first impression of Quanzhou for merchants entering the port, and seeing Wanshou 
Pagoda became synonymous with seeing Quanzhou. Historical documents record 
that the pagoda was built to “make the landscape more magnificent”. In the Song and 
Yuan dynasties, Wanshou Pagoda became a key element of the landscape of Quan- 


zhou as a national port. 


B. Wanshou Pagoda is a unique spiritual symbol of Quanzhou's maritime trade. 
Its construction and legends reflect the participation of different social groups in 
Quanzhou, such as monks, merchants and commoners, in maritime trade in var- 


ious ways in the Song and Yuan eras. 
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07 - Wanshou Pagoda drawn in Zheng He navigation chart in 1621 
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08 - Wanshou Pagoda drawn in Navigation Charts between 17*-18^ centu- 
ry 
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According to historical records, Wanshou Pagoda was built under the leadership of 
the monk Jieshu in order to guard the bay and provide divine protection for travel- 
ling merchants. The pagoda is a testament to the involvement of the people of Quan- 
zhou in the development of maritime trade infrastructure in the Song and Yuan 
eras. Literatures from the 17" century state that Wanshou pagoda is associated with 
a tragic legend of a woman and her sister-in-law who climbed Baogai Hill in search 
of their husband and brother who was out at sea. Due to their endless gazing, they 
eventually turned themselves into stone. In the Song and Yuan dynasties, many men 
were engaged in maritime trade who sailed the vast oceans to distant lands. This 
affected the entire social fabric of Quanzhou. Naturally, there were many families 
left on shore hoping for the speedy and safe return of their beloved ones. The expec- 
tation for maritime voyage safety as reflected in the historical records, and the feng 
shui consideration for the building of Wanshou Pagoda, jointly made the pagoda a 


unique spiritual symbol of Quanzhous maritime trade. 
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2.b History and Development 
2.b-1 The 10-14th century world system 


From the 10th to the 14th century, what Abu-Lughod has aptly titled as "the first 
world system" was a remarkable one prior to what Wallerstein has termed as the 
"modern world system’. Innovations on agriculture, water conservancy and metal- 
lurgy technology taken places in the 8-9th century provided foundation for the later 
fast development. Transregional long-distance trade and geographical expansion fa- 
cilitated by the enhancement on navigation and shipbuilding gave birth to the world 


system, which climbed to a climax in the second half of the 13th century. 


The 10-14th century world system involved eight interlinked subsystems, covering 
the vast expanses of coastal and inner lands joined by, from west to east, the North 
Sea, the Mediterranean Sea, the Indian Ocean and the East and Southeast Asian seas, 


primarily South China Sea and East China Sea. 


There were cores, rather than hierarchies, in the 10-14th century world system. 
Participators of the world system included city-states like Venice, Genoa and Bru- 
ges, and ancient empires like Persia and China. These were the cores of the system, 
supported by strong and relatively stable political conditions. Core areas, featured 
with high level industrial productivity, were capable of manufacturing and export- 
ing products that initiated the transregional trade. There were, for example, weaving 
cottons from Bruges, glass from Venice, linen from Egypt and ceramics and silk 
from China. During the 10th to the 14th century, export products were primarily 
transshipped via sea routes, at the junctions of which, port cities, or emporia, were 
developed characteristic with docks, urban areas and concentrated production bases. 
They were different in space, connection and morphology due to different political 
context, economic mechanism and geographical conditions. Among them, Quan- 
zhou was an emporium that integrated production, transportation and urban area in 


one place. 


faples 
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e Subsystems (circa. 1300) 
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Fig. 2.b-1 The eight interlinked subsystems of the 10th-14th century world system 
(The map is drawn based on Abu-Lughod's book, Before European Hegemony.) 
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Motivated and bonded by transregional trade, people who held distinctive values or 
of very different culture, religion or character coexisted and cooperated with each 
other, which in turn boosted the development of the world system. The Genoese and 
the Venetian were key carriers and compradors of the trade across the Mediterra- 
nean world, whilst the maritime trade in Asia was engaged by the Arabic, the Indian, 
the Southeast Asians, and later, the Chinese. During the 10th to the 14th century, no 
one single hegemon could dominant the entire world system. Cross-cultural phe- 


nomenon appeared in a variety of ports and coastal cities. 


The multi-core and diversely-flourishing world system existing during the 10-14th 
century fell apart. At the end of the 14th century, "the Fall of the East" left power 
vacuum in the maritime Asia, which was eventually filled by the European power 
and provided for the European conquest. Columbuss epoch-making undertaking 
signified the coming the Age of Discovery. New trading routes were explored and 
new continents were discovered by the Europeans, whose fleet galloped all over the 
oceans. Ancient civilizations and newly-established states that were not in the 10- 
14th century world system came to be involved in the global trade, giving rise to the 


pattern of the new world. 


The 16-19th century world system was hierarchical. On top of the hierarchy were 
those Western European states, Portugal, Spain, France and England. Beneath the 
top were colonial centers they established all over the world, the ones in maritime 
Asia included Goa, Malacca and Macao. The Europeans and Christianity became the 
hegemon of the world system. In almost every port around the world, their settle- 
ments and churches were found dominating the urban morphology, vanishing the 


coexistent landscape of the 10-14th century. 


Today the world system of the 16-19th century is still influential but the one of the 


10-14th century can only be traced in historical remains. 


Chapter 2.b-1 takes credits to the following works: 

Abu-Lughod, Janet L., Before European Hegemony: The World System A.D. 1250-1350 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1989). 

Curtin, Philip D., Cross-Cultural Trade in World History (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1984). 
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2.b-2 China's leading role in the history of maritime Asia 


Maritime Asia refers to the vast expanses of the region connected by the Asian seas. 
It extends west to the Arabian Peninsula and coasts of East Africa, east to southern 
part of Japan, Philippines and eastern part of Indonesia, and north to the steppe zone 
of Eurasia. It comprises the seas of the northern part of the Indian Ocean, including 
Persian Gulf, Red Sea, Arabian Sea and Bay of Bengal; as well as the seas of East and 
Southeast Asia oriented to the Pacific Ocean, primarily South China Sea, East China 
Sea, Gulf of Thailand and Java Sea. Before the 16th century, navigation crossing the 
Pacific Ocean was unchallengeable, so the East and Southeast Asia seas were bonded 


with the Indian Ocean. 


Maritime Asia was an area of social and cultural diversity rooted in four civilizations: 
the Iran-Arabic, the Hindu, the Southeast Asian and the Chinese. Long-distance 
maritime trade, supplemented with the caravan routes across the Eurasian continent, 


created a strong sense of unity and drove the development of this area. 


Arabian Sea 


Bay of Bengal 


Gulf of 
Thailand 
INDIAN OCEAN 


Java Sea 






The extent of Maritime Asia 
(2nd century BC - 16th century AD) 


Fig. 2.b-2 The extend of maritime Asia (2th century BC to 16th century AD) 
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Unbearable discomfort, unpredictable deadly weather and risks were not the only 
sufferings the long-distance voyages that often took months must address. All along 
the history, voyages across the Asian seas confronted with diseases, disasters, alter- 
ation of reigns and outbreaks of wars. But none of these fatal challenges held Asian 
voyagers back. Trade across the vast Asian seas never paused thanks to the coura- 
geous Asian people and their pursuit of wealth, yearning for communication and 


curiosity of the unknown. 


During the hundreds of centuries, the Chinese Empire pulled the economy of the en- 
tire maritime Asia with her richly-endowed resources, abundant products and broad 
market. With her distinctive wisdom of governance, simple business philosophy and 
values of inclusiveness and tolerance, the Chinese Empire dominated the develop- 


ment of East and Southeast Asia as the fulcrum of the eastern part of maritime Asia. 


Han-Tang periods (2th century BC to 9th century AD): early contact and the first 
peak 

As early as the 2th century BC, trade between ancient ports across the Asian seas 
had emerged but not regular. According to Official History of the Han Dynasty (Han 
Shu), ships in Han times sailed from Hepu or Xuwen first to Funan (today's South- 
ern Vietnam and part of Cambodia). From there they voyaged via Gulf of Thailand 
and thence to the Coromandel coasts. The conquest of Han Emperor Wudi to the 
Nanyue Kingdom reflected his concerns on gaining access to the wealth from the 
southern seas. The interchange of luxury goods and the transmission of Buddhism 


across the maritime regions were the outcomes of early maritime contact. 


The flourishing and lucrative maritime trade 
between the two great Asian empires, the 
Abbasid Caliphate (750-1258) and the Tang 
Empire (618-907), during the 7-9th century 


pushed the communication and interchange 





between the two ends of the continent to a 
Fig. 2.b-3 Persian silverbox found 


height. l i 
eight. As a supplementary to the Great Silk nthe tob Name Kad 


Roads across the Eurasian continent, the voy- 






age of hundreds of thousands kilometers long 
with Basra and Guangzhou as its west and east 
endpoints linked up the ports along the sea 
routes. Before the 10th century, it was Muslim 
merchants, primarily Persian and Arabic, dom- 
inated the voyages across the Asian seas. They 
travelled with Arab dhow characterized by 
planking sewn together by coconut fiber rope. 
Among the commodities interchanged in the 
trade of this period, luxury goods sought after 4 DISP 
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Fig. 2.b-5 Sea routes of maritime Asia (circa. 800) 


tion. But the bulk commodities should not be underrated. The demand was great for 
frankincense and myrrh, which came exclusively from western Asia, and ceramics 


and silk from China. 


The court of Tang Empire, although situated at the central plain far away from the 
coast, was in fact actively engaged in promoting maritime trade. In the 6th year of 
Xianqing (661), Emperor Gaozong of Tang established the maritime office (Shiboshi) 
in Guangzhou to oversee maritime trade affairs. Empress Wu Zetian appointed Wang 
Fangqing, commander of Guangzhou, in order to fight against corruption. Chinese 
merchants at that time, although only very few of them had been in the oceangoing 
voyage, actively participated in the maritime business as intermediaries between for- 


eign merchants and local manufacturers. 


The remarkable period of maritime trade peak ended as the Tang Empire collapsed 
in the late 9th century, but it was not the case for the trade itself. Many foreign mer- 
chants who previously settled in China relocated to the Malay and other Southeast 
Asian regions, where they re-established their commerce bases, and facilitated the 
early development of the Southeast Asia. The Asian maritime trade was configured 


and awaited another cycle of flourishing. 


Song: the economic motor of the maritime Asia (10-13th century) 

The 10th century was an extremely important turning point for the historical devel- 
opment of maritime Asia. Dramatic changes took place across the maritime Asia. 
The decline of Abbasid Caliphate coincided with the rise of Fatimid Caliphate. The 
economic center of Islamic world shifted from Baghdad of the Persian Gulf to Fus- 


tat, and later Cairo, of the Red Sea. Chola Empire ruled the southern India and con- 
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trolled all the important ports at Malabar Coast and Coromandel Coast. The capital 
of Srivijaya moved from Palembang to Jambi. Whilst the Islamization influenced 
the coastal cities and ports of Indian subcontinent, Islamic culture spread over the 
Indonesian archipelago. At the east, the engagement of the rising Song Empire in the 


newly-configured maritime trade led to a rapid growth of the trade. 


The Northern Song experienced a profound revolution in politic, culture, economy 
and technology. Such deep transformation in economy was unseen before. With the 
improvement of technology, agriculture produced surpluses in many regions, more 
labor force and lands were released to engage in the cultivation of cash crops and 
other commercial activities. Meanwhile, the enhancement of transportation facilities 
allowed local products to circulate in the newly appeared “national market” since 
Song times. The “medieval economic revolution” primarily took place in southern 
China, where great amount of growth in population, increasing wealth and large 
scale urbanization were observed. All these changes were particularly phenomenal 
in Fujian during the 9-11th century and provided a strong developmental thrust for 
Quanzhou. (See 2.b-3) 


With the economic transformation, the Song Empire became the economic center 
and a strong driving force for the maritime trade, although in the perspective of pol- 
itic, it was not indisputably a “middle kingdom”. The Norther Song, occupying less 
than half of territory of Tang, was encompassed by northern national regimes. With 
the caravan trade routes to the western regions being interrupted, the Song Empire 
had to face towards the ocean. The invasion of Jurchen at the end of the Northern 
Song resulted in the loss of the entire Yellow River Valley - where was “the cradle of 
Chinese civilization, lovingly revered by the Han people as the central plain”. Imperi- 
al clan members and their families, most of whom were born in northern China, had 
to get on board and heading south by sea. They finally settled in Fuzhou, Zhangzhou 
and Quanzhou, thousands kilometers away from home. In 1138, Song relocated the 
capital at Hangzhou from Kaifeng. By then, for the first time in the history of China, 
the political and economic gravity shifted from north to south, from inner land to 
coast. It was consistent with such historical background that Quanzhou rose from a 
secondary port at the southeastern periphery of China to a trading emporium of the 


world. 


With the loss of central plain and increasing military pressure at its northern bor- 
der, Song began to use maritime trade for its fiscal advantage. Song maritime trade 
provided revenue to the state in three ways. First of all, taxes were imposed on 
ocean-going ships. This income was devoted solely to military expenses. Secondly, 
duties were levied on imports. In 1136, this was set at one-tenth of fine quality goods 
and one-fifteenth of coarse quality goods. Thirdly, the majority of revenue came from 
purchase and sale of products, some of which were subject to government purchase 


monopolies. In order to oversee the maritime trade and collect taxes, Song inherited 
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Tangs maritime institutions and established maritime offices at several coastal cities 


including Guangzhou, Ningbo and Quanzhou. 


Changes occurred in the maritime Asia around the 10th century were so dramatic 
that the Asian maritime trade was re-oriented. One crucial aspect is that the mari- 
time trade across the breadth of the Asian seas that used to involve with shipment 
of a single voyage became shorter and segmented voyages. Ihe trade involved with 
the pattern of three interlinked circuits, respectively joined by West Indian Ocean, 
East Indian Ocean and the South China Sea. Since the 10th century until the 16th 
century, the trade had been functioning following the triple-circuit pattern. The 
westernmost circuit connected the Persian Gulf and Red Sea with the west coast of 
India and was dominated by Muslim merchants. The middle circuit connected both 
sides of the Indian coasts with the region of Sumatra and Malay. This zone, whereas 
influenced by Buddhism, Chinese culture and Islamic culture, was primarily of Hin- 
duism culture. And the easternmost circuit, where the South China Sea joining ports 
in between Malacca and the southeast coast of China, was dominated by Song-Yuan 
China. 





Fig. 2.b-6 The triple-curcuit pattern of trade (circa. 1000-1500) 


At each junction of the segments, great trading emporia had developed. The most 
flourishing emporia of maritime Asia were not all the same in different periods. 
Some prominent emporia in early times kept flourishing after the 10th century (such 
as Guangzhou and Cambay), but some witnessed declining (such as Siraf, Daybul 
and Palembang). There were certainly new emporia being developed, among them 
Aden, Malacca and Quanzhou. Emporia of maritime Asia were commonly situated 


at the junction of river and sea, allowing more accessibility to the inner lands. Empo- 
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ria provided cargo and shipping services to the merchants and offering on the part of 


political rulers an element of neutrality. 


After the late 10th century, Asian maritime trade, which was dominated by Muslim 
merchants, were participated by more groups, including non-Arab Muslims, south 
Indians, Southeast Asians, and in greatly increasing numbers over the course of the 
Song dynasty, by Chinese. Chinese merchants, especially Quanzhou merchants, voy- 
aged frequently in the maritime region of East and Southeast Asia. According to the 
"Dabadan'" entry of A Brief Account of Island Barbarians (Daoyi Zhilue), in the mid- 
dle of 13th century, the Chinese merchants had travelled to as far as southern India, 


where they erected a Buddhist temple. 


Benefited from the interchange and spreading of shipbuilding knowledge across the 
seas, Chinese people reinvented the junks making them safer and sturdier. In the late 
10th century, wooden Chinese junks replaced the Arab dhow as the primary ocean- 


going ships of maritime trade. 


As quoted by Chaffee from Jung-pang 
Lo, "Chinese junks were sturdy: their 
hulls were constructed with several 
layers of planking; they were com- 
modious: they had cabins, common 
rooms for the passengers, and ample 
cargo space; and they were safe: they 
had water-tight bulkheads, fire-fight- 


ing equipment and lifeboats. Some 
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of them were said to be capable of Fig. 2.b-7 A modern ship model based on 
carrying a thousand passengers and the 1974 Houzhu shipwreck 


» 
crew. 


The trade at the time saw luxury products being replaced by bulk commodities. 
Products from the east part of maritime Asia, ceramic, silk, iron, sandalwood and 
black pepper, exchanged for those from the west part, incense, ivory, weaving cot- 
tons and metal goods. The place of production and the consumption market were 
not just in great distance, but of very distinct culture or civilization. Thus the export 
products were practical utilities that could be easily integrated into the culture or 
value of consumption areas. For example, kendi were manufactured in China but 
were primarily used by the Western Asians and the Southeast Asians, rather than the 


Chinese. 
At the end of Song dynasty, the maritime trade did not increase the revenue as much 


as Song expected, but increased the private wealth. In the coming Yuan dynasty, the 


Asian maritime trade developed to an unparalleled peak. 
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Fig. 2.b-8 Sea routes of maritime Asia (circa. 1200) 


Yuan (13-14th century): an Eurasian world of unmatched integrity 

The west and east Asia was unprecedentedly integrated during the Yuan dynasty in 
the 13th century. As the world’s greatest land-based empire of the 13th century, the 
Yuan ruled by the nomadic Mongols was in fact more engaged with the sea than any 
other dynasties of China. Although the engagement was involved with ambitious 
expansion, it did largely facilitate the communication and interchange of the entire 
maritime Asia. Yuan seek tributary and trade partnership through sending envoy 
aboard. They went as far as to the India. Yuans unity of a large part of Eurasian con- 
tinent and its diplomacy to the south Asia made the sea routes to the Il-khanate in 


Persia unimpeded. 


Besides Quanzhou, Guangzhou, Ningbo and Hangzhou, Yuan established new mar- 
itime offices in Wenzhou, Shanghai and Ganpu. Yuan built up a series of “waterway 
stations" along the southeast coast in order to enhance the connectivity among ports. 
For example, 15 waterway stations were set up between Quanzhou and Hangzhou, 
each was allocated a troop of 5 ships and 200 navy soldiers to "transport tribute 
and imported goods”. Later it became sending ship to Quanzhou whenever foreign 
ships arrived and transshipping the foreign goods to Hangzhou. Meanwhile, the 
transportation accessibility between Hangzhou and the capital Dadu (Beijing) was 
significantly enhanced as the Grand Jing-Hang Canal was restored and straightened. 
The maturation of maritime network, supplemented with caravan routes across the 
steppe zone of Eurasian continent and the transregional transportation connecting 
the maritime and overland routes, integrated the entire maritime Asia. Favored by 
the rulers of Yuan dynasty, Quanzhou rose to the peak era in the 13th century. 

During the Yuan dynasty, Chinese demand for incense, aromatics and ivory contin- 


ued unabated. New commodities were introduced, particularly horses which were 
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imported from west Asia via India. The west Asia imported ceramics, silver and 
copper from China. Here among all ceramic products from China, blue-and-white 
porcelain was particularly noteworthy because the development of it was a "truly 
cross-cultural phenomenon’. The making of porcelain employed cobalt as an under- 
glaze blue colorant, which was most likely shipped from Persia. Chinese craftsmen 


employed Islamic motifs in the design to cater the aesthetics of west Asia. 


One aspect for the maritime trade of Yuan dynasty different from other dynasties 
was the merchant association called ortoy (wo tuo). They received loans in the form 
of silver from the Yuan court and members of Mongolian elites, then lent money 
to the maritime merchants at usurious rates. The role of ortoy gave rise to great 
merchants who stood out because of their enormous wealth. Money and power 
were concentrated in a small number of people - a phenomenon of "politicization 
of trade" that was rarely seen in the history of pre-modern maritime Asia. In Yuan 
times, merchants, foreign merchants in particular, had a higher status than they had 
in other dynasties of Imperial China. In contract, traditional Chinese elites faded in 
the background. All these prepared for the consequences after Yuan's collapse. The 


decline of Quanzhou at the end of Yuan provided a mirror of it. 


Just as Janet Abu-Lughod elaborated in her book, the Eurasian world system peaked 
in the second half of the 13th century. But in less than a century, the world system 
incurred a dark turning point in the 14th century. With the collapse of Yuan dynasty, 
the spread of Black Death and the sharp decreasing of population, the world system 
fell apart. 


By then, the period of Song-Yuan in the history of Imperial China characterized 
with Chinas active engagement with the oceans had come to an end. It was not until 
the early 15th century when Mings expeditions pushed the Asian maritime activities 


to a climax. 


Ming (14-16th century): private maritime trade in the East and Southeast Asian 
led by Chinese merchants 

China was an unmatched sea power of the world in the first two decades of the 15th 
century. It all began with Zheng Hes expedition to the Southeast Asia and the Indi- 
an Ocean. Wherever his expeditions reached, the demands to engage with Chinese 
markets were largely stimulated. Pepper and sandalwood exported to China were 
unprecedented in volume in the 15th century and were no longer luxury any more. 
Mings trade restrictions (haijin) seemed to be completely counterproductive, as pi- 
racy and smuggling were widespread over Chinas coastal area, Southeast Asia and 
Japan. Chinese merchant ships frequently appeared in the southern seas. And the 
tributary trade even reached a zenith in the early 15th century. 

After 1421, when Ming relocated its capital to Beijing, the policies of Ming towards 


maritime trade turned negative. But it did not mean either that Ming was isolated 
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from the outside world or the Asian maritime trade was paused. Southeast Asian 
merchants, many of whom were descendants of Chinese merchants based in the 
southern seas, functioned as intermediary in the tributary trade with Ming, not to 
speak the ever flourishing privacy trades. In the maritime region of East and South- 


east Asia, new ports were developed because of the trade. 


Chinese merchants, primarily from southern Fujian, were engaged in the south sea 
trade mainly in three ways. Some travelled regularly between Southeast Asia and 
China, others sojourned or settled down permanently in Southeast Asia where they 
established and expanded solid trade connections linked by ties of kinship and clan. 
Some came to specialize in trade links between Southeast Asian ports or between 
Southeast Asia and the Ryukyu Islands or Japan. It was the "Age of Commerce" for 
Southeast Asia and was fundamental for the development of Ryukyu. The opportu- 
nistic and adaptable Chinese merchants built workshops in the Southeast Asia and 


facilitated the development there. 


With Chinese shipbuilding techniques being introduced, Southeast Asian craftsmen 
reinvented their traditional junk (prahu) by adding characteristics of Chinese junk 
to it. Intriguingly, Southeast Asian merchant ships were so unequal in the conflicts 
with European ships in later centuries. The design of the former was entirely car- 
go-oriented that the cabin space was so large that it dragged down the speed when it 
had to run or turn around. It was never designed to be equipped or armed, just the 


opposite of those European merchant ships. 


Era after the 16th century: The formation of early globalization 

The arrival of the Europeans in the 16th century composed the last chapter of the 
pre-modern history of maritime Asia. With the coming of the Age of Discovery, the 
Dutch, the Portuguese and the Spanish who came to Asia successively were about to 
turn the old world of maritime Asia upside down. This period was characterized by 
western colonization, which led to Goa, Malacca, Macao and Manila developing to 


prominent emporia of the world. 


At the end of the 16th century, the Manila Galleon sailed across the Pacific Ocean, 
signifying the coming of early modern globalization. The South China Sea turned 
to face the Pacific Ocean at the east and formed a part of the Pacific Rim. Whilst the 
triple-circuit pattern of maritime Asia that had been functioning since the 10th cen- 


tury ultimately fell apart, the world system of globalization began to take hold. 


Chapter 2.b-2 takes credits to the following works: 

Abu-Lughod, Janet L., Before European Hegemony: The World System A.D. 1250-1350 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1989). 

Chaffee, John W., “At the Intersection of Empire and World Trade: The Chinese Port 
City of Quanzhou (Zaitun), Eleventh-Fifteenth Centuries,’ in Kenneth R. Hall, ed., 
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2.b-3 History and Development of Maritime Trade in Quan- 
zhou during Song-Yuan Periods 


[here was a period of almost four centuries during the Song and Yuan dynasties in 
which Quanzhous history could largely be characterized in either one of two ways: 
as it related to Asian maritime trade and as it related to the development of the 
coastal regions of the agricultural empire. This process of development was most 
evident in Quanzhous industry and exports, its trade and trade policies, the city and 
its multi-cultural communities, and its transportation network. The development of 
agriculture was the basis of developing the artisan industry. Ihe production of eco- 
nomic goods pushed forward the development of trade. Thanks to its function with- 
in the world system, and under the overall influence of the Empires open-door pol- 
icy, overseas maritime trade vastly expanded the Quanzhou market and broadened 
the city’s perspective. The city steadily matured and assumed more diverse functions. 
It became the frontline of the Empires dealings with foreign powers, and its culture 
became more diverse. Commercial concepts seeped into the city and its surrounding 
countryside, with people constructing a transportation network for sea-river-land 
connectivity. They then used this transportation network to carry porcelain and iron 
wares from the mountains into the city and to the ports, connecting the entire region 
more closely. All of these factors worked in concert to determine how industries 
were balanced, how different regions were integrated, and how exchange occurred 
between different groups of people, resulting in what we now know as the history of 


an emporium of world maritime trade. 


[he information presented in this section is primarily based on the research conduct- 
ed by scholars like Billy K. L. So, Fu Zongwen and Yoshinobu Shiba. For instance, 
when deciding how to divide the different periods of development, we followed Billy 
K. L. Sos periodization in his book Prosperity, Region, and Institutions in Maritime 
China: The South Fukien Pattern, 946-1368 to delineate eras of history and develop- 


ment within the region of southern Fujian. 
2.b-3-1 Pre-946: Initial Development of Quanzhou 


In the 67-8" centuries (the Sui and Tang Dynasties), the center of Fujian was located 
in what is modern-day Fuzhou, but Quanzhou, the center of southern Fujian, was 
never far behind in terms of development. In the early 9" century, the population 
of southern Fujian was already on par with that of Fuzhou. At this time, the devel- 
opment of agriculture in southern Fujian relied mostly on increases in population. 
Though some water conservancy facilities had been built, agricultural farming could 
only allow people to live at the subsistence level. Apart from agriculture, materials 
used for textiles were grown here as well; however, the quality of textiles was far from 
high. By the 6" century, Cizao Kilns had already begun producing celadon-glazed 
porcelain. Following the 9" century (late Tang), kilns in Quanzhou located on the 


coast rose in number, continuing to use the elongated kiln shape set into a slope, 
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known as a Dragon Kiln. The practice of designing small support legs into the porce- 
lain and firing them directly also continued. During this time, the porcelain-making 
industry in the Quanzhou region was still in its infancy, and the scale of production 
was relatively small. Restricted by these shortcomings in production, commercial 
activity was also limited to the intra-regional exchange of basic living necessities for 
farmers. Though there is evidence showing that there was already maritime trade in 
Quanzhou when it was under the rule of Wang Yanbin in the early 10" century , its 


scale was miniscule in comparison to that of Fuzhou at the time. 


The city of Quanzhou was first established in the 8" century. In 699 during the Tang 
Dynasty, Wurong Prefecture was set up in what is modern-day Fengzhou Town, 
Nanan. In 700, Wurong Prefecture was moved to what is modern-day Quanzhou, 
and Quanzhou became the seat of government for a prefecture-level administrative 
region. In 711, the name of Wurong was changed to Quanzhou, and it was about 
this time that the Tang Dynasty city of Quanzhou was established. At the end of the 
9" century, Wang Chao and his descendants who carried his name set up a separate 
regime, ruling Fujian and Quanzhou and calling the territory the Min Kingdom. 
During this period, they also undertook some city development. As the 9" century 
transitioned into the 10", at the end of the Tang and Five Dynasties period, Quan- 
zhou had already been developed into a prefecture-level city with two encircling 


walls’. 


Before the 10" century, Quanzhou’s transportation system mostly consisted of a few 
government postal roads. Radiating from the center of Quanzhou city, there were 
three main roads leading to the outside world. The first, a government postal road, 
led south and ran through what is modern-day Luotian and Chaotian Mountain, and 
outward to Chaozhou and Guangzhou. This road was first constructed during the 
Han Dynasty, and is the road the Minyue King used to lead his troops into Guang- 
zhou. The second road ran from Quanzhou northward along Baihong Mountain 
and Xianyou until it reached Fuzhou and eventually Changan. It was constructed in 
the Tang Dynasty. The third road ran northwest out of Quanzhou, crossing Daiyun 
Mountain and continuing onward to Jianzhou and eventually Changan. This last 


road was constructed at the end of the Tang Dynasty. The majority of these roads 





1 Quanzhou was ruled under Wang Yanbin from 904 to 930. Because of his promotion of maritime 
trade, he was given the nickname of “Wealth Acquisition Minister (Zhaobao Dailang)”. See Story 
of the Five Kingdoms (unknown author, Song dynasty). 

2 Historical documents with information on ancient Quanzhou in the 8th and 9th centuries are 
extremely limited. From the 1980s onward, there have been great efforts made in academia to 
explore the development trajectory of the old city of Quanzhou based on literature and field in- 
vestigations. Though there is no consensus on the actual development process of the city during 
the Tang Dynasty, scholars generally agree that during the 9th and 10th centuries, the shape of 
city was likely delineated by two encompassing city walls. See: Notes on the Ancient Quanzhou 
Site Survey (by Chen Yundun), Exploration of Historical Development on the Site of Ouanzhou 
(by Zhuang Weiji), Survey and Research on the Site of Ancient Ouanzhou (Jiusan Society), An 
Evaluative Research Report on a Survey of Tang-era Quanzhou (research group), etc. 
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ran along the base of the mountains, and allowed southern Fujian to connect itself to 


major centers of civilization, even if this connection was not yet entirely convenient. 
2.b-3-2 946-1087: Up and Coming 


Starting in 946, under Liu Congxiaos separate regime, which had been established 
after the Wang clan, Quanzhou became an important center of development, and its 
agriculture, irrigation, and artisan industries all saw marked advancements. The city 
expanded, the scale of commerce grew, and a transportation network was established 
that connected the plains, the valleys, the rivers and the sea. Moreover, the construc- 


tion trends that began at this time were carried over into the Southern Song dynasty. 


(1) Development of Industry and Exports 

The development of agriculture created a foundation for trade. At the turn of the 10^ 
and 11" centuries, Champa rice, imported from the Indochina Peninsula, was grown 
all over southern Fujian. This rice, which had a fast gestation cycle and was resistant 
to drought, allowed more acreage to be planted and provided a greater yield. There 
were also advancements made in planting methods, which implemented new plow- 
ing tools and seed transplanting, as well as developments in irrigation installations. 
Together, these factors were able to significantly push forward the development of 
agriculture in the region. Having a self-sustaining supply of grains was beneficial 
to the production of cash crops providing materials for making textiles and dyes. 
Though southern Fujians coarse cloths were not high in quality, they were already 
being sold in the surrounding regions. Furthermore, cash crops, such as cane sugar, 
lychee fruit and cotton, were already being produced here, and there was direct de- 
mand for such crops in trade. Even though, commercially speaking, the development 
of agriculture in southern Fujian at this time was not anywhere close to its peak, it 
had already broken the subsistence barrier, which is one of the major criteria for the 


expansion of trade. 


Based on what we have learned from archaeological data, porcelain production at 
this time was carried out in mostly the same way that it was in the late Tang in the 9" 
century and the majority of consumers occurred amongst local people. However, the 
level of production at kilns like those at Cizao, which were located on hills along the 
seashore, was gradually increasing, and preparations were set in place for overseas 
maritime trade in porcelain goods. By the Five Dynasties period, Quanzhou had 
already established an iron manufacturing industry, and during the Northern Song 
dynasty, it was designated by the government as an iron production center. In the 
mid-to-late 11" century, Quanzhous iron smelting industry was flourishing, and at 
its height there were around 16 plants in production. Massive amounts of iron smelt- 
ing waste found in regions around Quanzhou, such as in Anxi, clearly show the scale 


of production in ancient Quanzhous iron industry. 
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(2) Trade and Policy Development 

During the period of rule by Liu Congxiao, southern Fujian, with Quanzhou as its 
core, gradually surpassed Fuzhou in overseas maritime trade'. During the Southern 
Song dynasty before 1087, because the official national ports were located in Guang- 
zhou and Ningbo, Quanzhou was far from the first choice of port for foreign mer- 
chants. At this time, not only did Quanzhou not offer any markets that sold import- 
ed luxury goods, but its local exports were also at a disadvantage. The cornerstone 
of Quanzhou maritime trade was its local merchants. They made active efforts to 
travel abroad with local goods to places like Korea, Japan and Southeast Asian coun- 
tries, and return again bringing with them goods purchased during their travels. 
The quality of maritime trade then was characterized by the transit trading of local 
merchants. However, in the late stage of this period, more foreign ships harbored at 
Quanzhou, and some local merchants began engaging in direct exports. This created 


a need for the establishment of the Maritime Trade Office (Shibosi) in Quanzhou. 


Quanzhous maritime population had gradually developed unique sea-god belief 
during their long journeys at sea, which were meant to provide divine protection for 
maritime merchants. From 1078 to 1085, Quanzhou governor Chen Cheng would 
publicly pray for favorable winds at Chongying Temple, marking the start of the 
practice of praying for favorable winds at Jiuri Mountain. Also at this time, in the 


end of the 10" century Mazu belief gradually began to spread to other area. 


(3) Development of the City and Multi-cultural Communities 

The rule of Liu Congxiao ushered in an era of prosperity for the city of Quan- 
zhou. Even though we do not know much about the city's infrastructure before 
this time, according to historical records, Liu Congxiao rebuilt Quanzhou's 
"larger city" (Luocheng) using a rammed-earth method of construction. More- 
over, the city was expanded, city gates, such as Renfeng Gate and Tonghuai Gate, 
were built, and the city boundaries and layout became more clearly defined, 
thanks to the inner and outer walls that formed the "smaller city" (Zicheng) and 
the "larger city" (Luocheng). Apart from this, another fortifying wall was con- 
structed encompassing the city's government office by Zicheng. It led the way 
for the people to build a main road and then construct buildings along it. This 
road-side construction was different than the construction that preceded it, and 
perhaps served a commercial purpose. Under the rule of Chen Hongjin, the city 
expanded eastward and northward, and the newly built Chongfu Temple was 
absorbed into the city. After this, and up until the Southern Song dynasty, there 


are no records of changes to the city's boundaries. However, following the devel- 





3 From accounts in Liu Congxiao's genealogical records, during the time he was in office, porce- 
lain, bronze and iron wares were shipped overseas to foreign countries in exchange for gold, 
which earned him the adoration of the people. See The Genealogical Record of the Liu Family 
at Oingyuan. Fuzhou was ruled during this time by the Wuyue Kingdom, losing its position as 
the political center. 
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opment of trade, the city quietly welcomed in an array of foreign influences. At 
the end of the 10" century, an Indian monk came to Quanzhou and, using funds 
donated by foreign merchants, established a religious temple, which was named 
Baolin Temple'. Additionally, a mosque was also constructed between 1009 and 


1010 just outside the south wall of Luocheng. 


(4) Shipping Network Development 

Following the development of local industries, the need to upgrade the transpor- 
tation network was put on the agenda. The completion of Luoyang Bridge, whose 
construction lasted from 1053 to 1059, proved a feat of epoch-making significance. It 
ushered in an era of bridge construction that would last almost three centuries, and 
presaged the economic takeoff of the city as a national center for overseas maritime 
trade. To get to Fuzhou to the north of Quanzhou, one no longer needed to take 
the mountain road. After crossing Luoyang Bridge, there was a level road leading 
through Huan, Putian and eventually directly to Fuzhou. This marked the formal 
completion of the coastal trunk road from Quanzhou to Fuzhou. Quanzhous trans- 
portation network really began to transform, shifting from the mountains the coast, 


from connecting local settlements to connecting the entire region. 
2.b-3-3 1087-1276: Diversity and Prosperity 


With the establishment of Maritime Trade Office as a hallmark, Quanzhous social 
economy headed toward great prosperity during the Song and Yuan period. At this 
time, the development of production in the artisan industry had allowed southern 
Fujian to export goods that could compete in the market. Additionally, the com- 
modification of agriculture not only ensured sufficient grain supply, it also proved 
beneficial to further shifting resources toward the trade-oriented commercial sector. 
Amid this expansion of market and maritime trade, more foreigners began taking 
up residence in Quanzhou, greatly enriching the local culture. Also at this time, 
economic sectors such as agriculture, the artisan industry and commerce, worked 
together closely, achieving mutually beneficial progress. The layout of production in 
the city and its surrounding regions was re-organized. Regional resources were used 
efficiently, economic performance stabilized, opportunities opened to people of all 
economic classes, and the entire region shared an unprecedented era of prosperity. 
During this period, Quanzhou, by and large, exhibited "cross-sectoral prosperity in a 


: 0055 
regional perspective". 


(1) Development of Industries and Exports 


During this period, the production of the artisan industry in southern Fujian was al- 





4 Zhao Rushi: Zhufan Zhi (Record of All Barbarian Countries). 

5 This important determination in respect to the overall development of Quanzhou during the 
Song and Yuan dynasties comes from Billy K. L. So's book Prosperity, Region, and Institutions in 
Maritime China: The South Fukien Pattern, 946-1368. 
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ready profitable within domestic and overseas markets. This success was manifested 
most in the production of artisan goods like porcelain, silk, ironware, ships, alcohol 
and sugar. China had become the top manufacturer in the Southeast Asian region. 
Its imports were primarily resources used to produce goods, while exports were pri- 
marily hand-made artisan goods. This is an important characteristic of what could 


be considered comprehensive seaports. 


Influenced by the demands of maritime trade, Quanzhou saw a significant increase 
in the number of kilns used for porcelain manufacturing. Quanzhous porcelain 
manufacturing techniques mimicked those of various well-known kilns to the north, 
such as Yue Kilns, Jingdezhen Kilns and Longquan Kilns. Having gained experience 
through producing a massive amount of porcelain with this process, the city imple- 
mented unique innovations to its production techniques and organization. Taking 
advantage of its close proximity to the port, it produced massive amounts of low- to 
mid-range porcelain wares for overseas maritime trade, eventually granting the city 
an advantageous position within foreign markets. Iron manufacturing was another 
important industry in southern Fujian. Historical documents from 1182 show that 
there were considerable commercial tax revenues generated from iron production 


and maritime trade in Quanzhou, Zhangzhou and Fuzhou. 


As the artisan industry was making these improvements, agriculture was trending 
toward commodification. The area devoted to the growth of trade-oriented cash 
crops such as cane sugar, cotton and fiber hemp increased, and the level of pro- 
duction of grain crops like glutinous rice and wheat also went up. The region, with 
Quanzhou as its core, allocated a large portion of its resources toward the production 
of artisan goods and cash crops that were needed in maritime trade and in domestic 
transshipment trade. Nearby cities like Putian and Zhangzhou, on the other hand, 
concentrated mostly on the production of grains, which were supplied to Quanzhou. 
This further propelled the commercial development of southern Fujian. Using this 
system, the entire regions of southern Fujian was able to share in a mutual period of 
progress and development centered on the port for overseas maritime trade. Eco- 
nomic sectors such as agriculture, the artisan industry and commerce also worked 


hand-in-hand, achieving a comparative level of parity. 


(2) Trade and Policy Development 

The establishment of the Maritime Trade Office in Quanzhou in 1087 was an im- 
portant milestone. It was a symbol of the competitive advantages that had been 
attained by the merchants of southern Fujian, and earned the recognition of the 
imperial court. Quanzhous maritime trade was no longer reliant on entrepot trade; 
its local goods had gradually gained an advantage within the market. The nature of 
trade gradually shifted from transshipment trade to an equal emphasis on export 


trade and transshipment trade. 


It was not just maritime trade that flourished at this time — sea god belief in Quan- 
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zhou also experienced a boom. Officials of the Southern Song would travel to Jiuri 
Mountain to pray for favorable winds and head to Zhenwu Temple to make sacrifi- 
cial offerings to the sea, while merchants would visit Shunji Palace to make sacrificial 
offerings to Mazu. The appeals for favorable winds made by officials became for- 
malized as an official aspect of the office. On multiple occasions, Mazu was granted 
divine titles by government officials. Ihe administration and promotion of maritime 
trade overseen by these officials, as well as the commercial demands of the people, 
were both expressed through the worship of sea gods, turning commercial actions 


into a product of common social consensus. 


During this period, Quanzhous presence within both domestic and overseas mar- 
kets increased greatly. Korea and Japan were still Quanzhou merchants’ main trade 
destinations. Especially in the Southern Song period in the late 11^ century and early 
12th century, Quanzhou merchants had nearly completely monopolized the Korean 
market. In the direction of the Southern Oceans, Champa, Srivijaya and Arabia were 
the citys main trading partners, through their trade network also extended to other 
Southeast Asian countries like Kmir, Brunei, Java, Pugam and the Philippine islands. 
Some Quanzhou merchants took up residence in these locations as well. Within 
the domestic market, Quanzhou merchants were conducting trade in cities as far 
away as Hainan, Guangdong, Zhejiang, and even along the Yangtze River and on the 
Shandong peninsula. In the Southern Song period, the transshipment trade became 
focused on serving the capital of Hangzhou. Quanzhous local spending economy 
was also growing at this time. Many local and foreign merchants living in Quanzhou 
who had profited from overseas maritime trade began to increase their spending. In 
particular, with the arrival of the imperial kinsmen following the establishment of 


the Southern Song dynasty, local spending on luxury goods increased dramatically. 


According to historical documents such as Region beyond the Five Ridges, Loose 
Notes of the Cloud-covered Foothill, Records of Various Barbarians and A Descrip- 
tion of the Barbarians of the Islands, Quanzhou'ss major exports included silk, cloth, 
porcelain, pottery, copper and iron, gold and silver, lead and tin, incense medicines, 
musical instruments, ornamental beads, foodstuffs, books, and other assorted goods. 
Imported goods included incense medicines, minerals, luxury decorations, cotton 
and wood. Of these imports, incense medicines were the largest and most important. 
Archaeological evidence has been discovered that validates the status of exports such 


as porcelain and iron, as well as the import of incense medicines. 


(3) Development of the City and Multi-cultural Mommunities 

The city's size and shape did not change much during the 11^- 12^ century. Howev- 
er, the opening of the markets increased the number of foreign merchants coming 
to Quanzhou and their opportunities to take up residence. Indeed, Quanzhou had 
already at this point established its own foreigner community. This was extremely 
influential on the development of the city and its culture. According to historical 


documents, in the mid-12" century, at Dongban to the southeast the city, there was 
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a public Muslim cemetery built with funds from foreign merchants’, which shows 
the scale of the foreign merchant community at that time. In 1998, further discov- 
eries uncovered several dozen tombstones made in an Islamic style. In historical 
documents from the 1330s, it is recorded that foreigners lived in Quanzhou in a 
community called “Foreigners Neighborhood" , which was very likely located in the 
southern part of the city. In the 11" century, a group of Manichaeans had already 
formed a community in the Huabiao Hill area. Furthermore, another group of peo- 
ple that made Quanzhou unique - imperial kinsmen of the Southern Song - began 
arriving in the city in 1129. These imperial clan members not only enjoyed special 
political rights, but also actively participated in economic affairs. This shows that 
during Northern and Southern Song periods, people from different backgrounds 
were able to live peacefully together in Quanzhou. In 1230 the Wing Wall was built 
in the south part of the city absorbing the southern commercial district into the city 


wall, which was of great significance in the development history of Quanzhou. 


(4) Development of the Transportation Network 

During the Southern Song, especially during the Shaoxing reign in the early 12" 
century, Quanzhou experienced a great boom in bridge construction. According to 
historical statistics on the number bridges built, there were 318 bridges whose con- 
struction can be clearly dated to this period, with 175 of those built in the Song and 
Yuan era and the remaining 113 built in the Southern Song. In 1152, Anping Bridge 
was completed, and the trunk route connecting Quanzhou southward to Chaozhou 
and Guangzhou shifted from the upstream mountains to the coastal plains. After 
that in 1211, Shunji Bridge was constructed just outside of Shunji Palace. Using this 
bridge, one could gain direct access to the citys southern commercial district, and 
the main coastal thoroughfare formed slowly from this point. Also at this time, navi- 
gation towers on the shore were erected amid the tide of maritime trade. In the early 
12" century, Liusheng Pagoda was built on Jinchai Hill, and not long after, Wanshou 
Pagoda was built on the top of Baogai Hill. Since their erection, these two pagodas 


have stood now for nine centuries. 


(5) 13" Century Quanzhou Twists and Turns in Overseas Maritime Trade 

In the 13" century, Quanzhou experienced twists and turns in overseas maritime 
trade, manifested in the shrinking maritime trade revenues and the local govern- 
ments financial difficulties. Zhen Dexiu, chief magistrate of Quanzhou, wrote an ac- 
count in the early 1230s, stating that the annual tax revenues of the Maritime Trade 


Office, which exceeded 100,000 guan (strings of cash coins) about 10 years earlier, 





6 See: Lin Zhigi, Quanzhou Dongban Zang Fanshang Ji (Record of the Gravesite for Foreign Mer- 
chants in Dongban, Quanzhou); Zhao Rushi: Zhufan Zhi (Record of All Barbarian Countries). 

7 Written by Zhu Mu, in Fangyu Shenglan (Exhausting Overview of All Parts of the Empire): "There 
are both black and white foreigners, and all live in Quanzhou in the place known as Foreigners' 
Neighborhood. They arrive every year on large ships that sail in from sea. They bring with them 
things like elephant and rhinoceros ivory, tortoise beaks, pearls, glass, agate, rare perfumes, and 


pepper." 
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had diminished to just 40,000 guan.” Overly-high customs, official corruption and 
frequent incidents with pirates were the main causes of the decline in overseas mar- 
itime trade. Externally, Korea, Champa and Srivijaya all experienced internal gov- 
ernment upheavals, which affected market conditions. In terms of internal economic 
development, the over-specialization of agriculture disrupted the balance of the 
economy. Massive quantities of foodstuffs and agricultural goods relied on cross-re- 
gional transshipments, making domestic transshipment trade more attractive to 
merchants than overseas maritime trade. Wealthy people began to show a greater 
interest in owning land; consequently, the amount of land acquisitions increased. 
Due to the misuse of paper currency and a major loss of copper coins, there was a 
sharp rise in inflation, which added even further to economic chaos. There was a rise 
in the power of certain local clans. They not only held special political resources, but 
also easily attained economic benefits. This, too, contributed to increasing conflict 
between different social groups, which eventually exploded amid the social unrest 


during the late Song and early Yuan eras. 


During this period, an imbalance in the development of the industries, inappropri- 
ately allocated resources and social conflict increased social unrest and soon upend- 
ed the order of the previous economic boom. This can be regarded as a counterex- 
ample to the system that begot the “cross-sectoral diversity and prosperity” of the 


previous era. 
2.b-3-4 Rejuvenated Prosperity in 1276-1368 Quanzhou 


Quanzhou during the Yuan dynasty was characterized by the quick rise in socio-eco- 
nomic status of its foreign merchants. The culture of the city continued to become 
more open, and a great variety of foreign peoples and cultures congregated within 
the city, something that was very rarely seen before. This allowed Quanzhou to de- 
velop a unique culture unlike anything else in the Eastern civilization system. During 
the Yuan dynasty, driven by maritime trade, the industrial system sustained regional 
integration, which in turn ensured the economic prosperity of Quanzhou and partic- 
ularly the rise of maritime trade. However, thanks to the relative monopoly on mari- 
time trade held by foreign merchants, the fruits of this economic prosperity were no 
longer shared by all classes and regions in the city, a fact that proved to be a portend 


of the economic downturn that awaited. 


(1) Development of Industries and Exports 
Influenced by the changing of regimes, Quanzhous population quickly shrank in 
the early Yuan dynasty. This drop in population reduced the need for grain trans- 


shipments, slightly rectifying the damage done by the loss of balance within the 





8 Zhen Dexiu: Xishan Xiansheng Zhenwen Zhonggong Wenji (Collection of Works by the Gentle- 
man on West Mountain, the Honorable Zhen Wengong). 
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industries in the late Southern Song. The artisan industry, on the other hand, re- 
mained prosperous as ever, and the production of porcelain wares and textile goods 
increased markedly. Porcelain and silk made in Quanzhou left a strong impression 


on foreign travelers such as Marco Polo and Ibn Battuta. 


Porcelain production in Quanzhou in the Yuan dynasty had already expanded a vast 
region between the shoreline and the mountains. Celadon porcelain declined, as it 
was replaced by porcelain with flower motifs on a white background and by green- 
and yellow-glaze porcelain, all of which had a completely different style. White 
porcelain from Quanzhous hinterland region, best represented by Dehua Kilns, 
achieved considerable advancements and featured decorations using flower design 
imprints. In terms of firing techniques, the Dehua area began using segmented-oven 
Dragon Kilns, which influenced kiln designs in the surrounding region. Accounts 
of iron smelting in historical documents from the Ming and Qing dynasties indicate 
that the iron working techniques of the Yuan dynasty were passed down to subse- 


quent generations. 


(2) Trade and Policy Development 

Because, for the most part, the Yuan government continued the Songs policy of pro- 
moting maritime trade, Quanzhou's Maritime Trade Office was reinstituted as early 
as 1277. Thanks to special contributions to Yuan dynasty policies made by the group 
of people headed by Pu Shougeng, the strength of Quanzhous foreign merchants in- 
creased greatly, and Quanzhou became an important source of support for the Yuan 
government in their efforts to revitalize maritime trade. The strength of Quanzhou's 
foreign merchants had even allowed them to monopolize the city's overseas trade 
administration office. Quanzhou at this time very quickly became a standout success 
among the numerous cities that had a Maritime Trade Office, "said to be the number 

»9 


one under heaven". In 1291, Marco Polo visited Quanzhou, exclaiming that it was 


. In 1349, Ibn Battuta visited Quanzhou 


“one of the two largest ports in the world" 


and said, "Zayton Port is one of the largest ports in the world and even can be said to 


»11 


be the largest in the world 


Quanzhous maritime trade at this point was concentrated in what is modern-day 
Southeast Asia, southern India, the Persian Gulf, Arabia and eastern Africa. Accord- 
ing to the mid-14" century document Daoyi Zhilue (A Brief Account of the Histories 
of the Island Barbarians), written by Wang Dayuan, who travelled the world onboard 
a Quanzhou merchant ship, the number of countries with which Quanzhou engaged 


in overseas maritime trade expanded significantly compared to the Song dynasty. 


(3) Development of the City and Multi-cultural Communities 





9 Wu Cheng (1249-1333): Wu Wenzheng Ji (Collection of Works by Wu Wenzheng) 
10 The Travels of Marco Polo 
11 Travels of Ibn Battuta 


284 2.b History and Development 


2. Description 


Due to special policies toward minorities, and because the descendants of the for- 
eign merchants, like Pu Shougeng, were able to able to come out ahead from the po- 
litical struggle at the turn of the Song and Yuan dynasties, the foreign people living 
in Quanzhou experienced greater influence during that Yuan dynasty than they had 
in any previous period. They achieved success both politically and economically, 
and held the majority of offices in the local government. The foreign people living 
in Quanzhou at this time included Arabic people, Persians, Indians and Europe- 
ans. One of the results of this diversity was a boom in support for Islam, Hinduism, 


Christianity and Manichaeism in the city. 


With the construction of Yicheng in the southern part of the city in 1230, the Yuan 
dynasty contributed yet again to the development of Quanzhou, cementing the over- 
all shape of the city. Moreover, the expansion of the Luocheng by Xie Yuli in 1352 
meant that the administrative and commercial districts within Quanzhou were fi- 
nally unified into one district. From this point forward, the protective moat that had 
run along the southern wall of the administrative district was repurposed, becoming 
part of the city’s internal waterway system. Construction on buildings dedicated 
to the worship of foreign religions became a much more frequent occurrence, with 
Qingjing Mosque and the Islamic tombs receiving major repairs and renovations 
during this period. The large quantity of stone engravings of Hinduism show that 
there were also buildings here constructed for the worship of Hinduism. Several 
foreign missionaries also recorded in their notes that there were three churches in 


Quanzhou. 


(4) Development of the Transportation Network 

The transportation network formed by the numerous bridges constructed during the 
Southern Song was largely complete and met the basic transshipment needs of mar- 
itime trade. Although a number of new bridges were also built in Quanzhou during 
the Yuan dynasty, they were just intended to repair or enhance the existing road net- 


work. 


With the expansion of the maritime trade route in the Yuan dynasty, Quanzhou's 
ports also saw development. Because of the natural siltation on river shores, devel- 
opment of ports along the rivers gradually progressed downstream. The economic, 
political and military activities of the ruling Pu clan were centered around Houzhu 
Port, which flourished during the Yuan dynasty. Muslims at that time lived in the 
Fashi area, Fashi Port being a major inner port of Jinjiang River. Much of Liusheng 
Pagoda was damaged in the tumult resulting from the change of imperial regimes 
at the turn of the Song and Yuan dynasties in the 13" century. Following this, it was 


repaired, then finally reconstructed entirely in the 14" century. 
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2.b-4 History and Development of Component Sites 


The history and development of the 22 monuments and sites is based on the History 
of Song dynasty, A Draft to an Institutional History of the Song dynasty, Miscellaneous 
Note on Inner and Outer Politics since the Jianyang Reign, History of the Yuan dynasty, 
An Exhausting Overview of All Parts of the Empire,Records of Various Barbarians, A 
Description of the Barbarians of the Islands, Minshu, Ba Min Tong Zhi (Gazetteer of 
Fujian Province)Annals of Quanzhou Prefecture of Wanli period, Annals of Quan- 
zhou Prefecture of Qianlong period, Annals of Jinjiang County of Daoguang period 
and historic documentations, archaeological works and historic inscriptions pre- 


served at sites. 


First Group: Representative Monuments and Sites Bearing Essential Tes- 
timonies to the ‘Institutional Guarantee’ and ‘Structure of the City’. 


01 Jiuri Mountain Wind-Praying Inscriptions 


(1) Origins of the Belief in King Tongyuan at Jiuri Mountain 

The area around Jiuri Mountain was one of the first areas of Quanzhou to be devel- 
oped. In 260 AD, during the Three Kingdoms Period, the Kingdom of Eastern Wu 
set up Dongan county to the east of Jiuri Mountain, in present-day Fengzhou, under 
the authority of Jianan prefecture, making it the earliest administration to be estab- 
lished in Quanzhou. In 288 AD, Yanfu Temple was built near Jiuri Mountain, and 
was the first Buddhist temple in Quanzhou. Between 307 and 313 AD, during the 
Western Jin Dynasty, a wave of influential families of officials and scholars migrat- 
ed south to Fujian province, with some settling in present-day Jinjiang. Every year 
at the Double Ninth Festival (celebrated on the ninth day of the ninth month) they 
climbed this mountain to sustain their nostalgia, and the name Jiuri Mountain (Ninth 


Day Mountain) was derived as a result. 


At the beginning of the 8^ century, Quanzhous political center was moved to the lower 
reaches of the River Jin in what is now the old town of Quanzhou, and Jiuri Mountain 
remained a scenic spot on the outskirts of the city. In 768 AD, Yanfu Temple was moved 
from the west side of Jiuri Mountain to the south. Between 860 and 873 AD, Yanfu 
Temple was rebuilt as a great hall. Monks sought building wood from Le Mountain in 
Yongchun. Legend has it that the mountain deity used his divine strength to harness 
water to transport the wood to Yanfu Temple. As the great hall was reaching comple- 
tion, they constructed Lingle Ancestral Hall on the east side of the temple as a way 
of thanking the mountain deity, God of Le Mountain, for his help transporting the 
wood and offered sacrifices to worship to him. Since the Le Mountain deity had the 
power to move wood and bring rainfall, people started to revere him as a water deity. 


This was the earliest incarnation of King Tongyuan Ancestral Temple. 


(2) Song Dynasty: Official Wind-Praying Activities Taking Shape 
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Between 963 and 967 AD, Pinghai Army commissioner, Chen Hong, built additions 
to Yanfu Temple. From then on, many pavilions, towers and other constructions 
were built on Jiuri Mountain, and people who came to enjoy the mountain left a 


large number of inscriptions of poems and their own names. 


In 1075, the Le Mountain deity, whom the Lingle Ancestral Hall was built to wor- 
ship, was conferred the title "Lord Chongying" by imperial edict. Between 1078 and 
1085, Chen Cheng, the governor of Quanzhou, set the precedent for local officials 
making prayers for propitious winds at Lord Chongying Ancestral Hall; however, 
this was unable to be regulated during the Northern Song dynasty. In 1114, Lord 
Chongying Ancestral Hall was renamed Zhaohui Temple. At the beginning of the 
Southern Song dynasty, Lord Chongying was conferred the title "King Tongyuan" by 
imperial edict. According to the “Wind-Praying Text” written in 1163 by Lin Zhiqi, 
head of Quanzhou’s Maritime Trade Office, we know that as late as the middle of the 
12" century, during the Shaoxing period (1131-1162), as maritime trade reached a 
peak, the wind-praying ritual at King Tongyuan Ancestral Hall on Jiuri Mountain 
had already become a national sacrificial ceremony that was held regularly by local 
officials. This ceremony continued up until the end of the Southern Song dynasty. 
The last stone inscription, carved in 1266, records the wind-praying activities of 
Zhao Xicha, chief magistrate of Quanzhou and head of the Southern Clan Office (an 


imperial kinsman), as well as officials of the Maritime Trade Office. 


(3) Yuan Dynasty: Decline of Wind-praying Activities 

Wind-praying activities gradually went into decline at the end of the Song dynasty, 
affected among other things by the regime change. From the Yuan dynasty onwards, 
there are no records to be seen of prayers for propitious winds on Jiuri Mountain. 
Yuan-dynasty officials were more inclined toward the Mazu faith. Jiuri Mountain 
never returned to the flourishing state it had enjoyed in the previous dynasty, but it 
remained a place people visited for hiking and other forms of recreation. The highest 
government ranking official in Quanzhou, Xie Yuli, climbed Jiuri Mountain three 
times and left inscriptions of poetry. By the Ming and Qing dynasties, the number of 


people visiting the mountain had increased, and in 1693 Yanfu Temple was repaired. 


(4) Modern Era: History of Conservation and Management 

In May 1961, it was announced that the Jiuri Mountain Wind-Praying Inscriptions 
had been included in the first batch of provincial-level heritage sites under protec- 
tion. In February 1980, Nanan county's cultural heritage administration bureau set 
up a cultural relics protection team. In June 1986, the Jiuri Mountain Cliff Carvings 
Heritage Site Conservation Institute was established. In January 1988, the State 
Council announced the Jiuri Mountain Wind-Praying Inscriptions as part of Chinas 
third batch of National Priority Heritage Sites under Protection. Yanfu Temple was 
destroyed in the 1960s, but its religious beliefs were still being passed down among 


the people. In 1989, Yanfu Temple and Zhaouhui Temple were rebuilt according to 


2.b-4 History and Development of Component Sites |287 


Quanzhou: Emporium of the World in Song-Yuan China 


historical records at the foot of Jiuri Mountain, and the temples’ folk activities were 


once again assimilate into local residents lives. 
02 Site of Maritime Trade Office 


(1) Establishment of the Maritime Trade Office in Quanzhou 

In 971, based on the experience of the previous dynasties in oversea trade admin- 
istration, the Northern Song dynasty set out to establish Maritime Trade Offices in 
coastal cities such as Guangzhou, Hangzhou and Ningbo. In 1087, a Maritime Trade 
Office was established in Quanzhou. In the subsequent Song, Yuan and Ming Dy- 
nasties, the Office was closed and reopened several times. In 1472, it was relocated 
to Fuzhou. According to historical records, the Maritime Trade Office in Quanzhou 
was located inside Nanxun Gate (also known as Narcissus Gate or Water Gate) and 
outside Zhennan Gate, bounded on the west by Ditch Alley; on the site were Fra- 
grance Pavilion, a warehouse and other structures; and after the site was abandoned, 
a Narcissus Palace was built instead. Some of the historical place names associated 
with the Maritime Trade Office remain in use today in the area where the site is 
located. Bosiku Alley is believed to the location of the warehouse of the Maritime 
Trade Office, while Maban Alley is presumably the place for transshipments on horse 
carriages. Hongcuo Hill, with its elevated terrain, is said to contain large amounts of 


Song-era tile and porcelain shreds underneath. 


(2) Archaeological Research and Modern Conservation and Management 

In 1982, Quanzhou was included by the State Council into Chinas first batch of 
renowned historical and cultural cities, and within its boundaries lies the Site of 
Maritime Trade Office. In 1984, the Site of Maritime Trade Office was declared to be 
a city-level protected heritage site with protection stele erected at the site. In 2019, 
archaeological investigation and a partial area of 100 m’ archaeological excavation 
were carried out on the site, and at present, related work is in progress. It is planned 
to add 1800 m’ archaeological excavation area in 2020. In January 2020, the Site of 
Maritime Trade Office was designated as Fujian Provincial Cultural Heritage Protec- 


tion Site by Fujian Provincial Peoples Government. 
03 Site of Deji Gate 


(1) Expansion of the City and Construction of Deji Gate 

Even though the city's overall shape which was already set in place in the 10" century 
remained unchanged until the 13^ century, the foreign merchant residential district 
and the commercial district on the city’s south side underwent continued gradual 
development. At the turn of the 12" and 13" centuries, construction on Tianhou 
Temple (Shunji Temple) and Shunji Bridge was completed. In 1230, the governor 
You Jiugong constructed a stone dyke along the bank of Jinjiang River, which was 
named "Yi Cheng" (the Wing Wall). The dyke was built to protect the area from the 


original Zhennan Gate to the north shore of Jinjiang River, which was densely pop- 
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ulated commercially thriving district but became a swamp whenever Jinjiang River 
flooded, and an opening was made in the Wing Wall near Tianhou Temple. Quan- 
zhous southward expansion had thus reached Jinjiang River's shore at Tianhou Tem- 
ple. Ihe Southern Song city wall and the inner moat on the north edge of the site are 
the most important relics from this period. In 1352, the governor Xie Yuli expanded 
the outer city wall from the foundation of the Wing Wall, absorbing the 13" century 
dyke into the boundaries of the city proper. The citys commercial and administrative 
districts became even more integrated. The foundation of the Yuan city wall, super- 
imposed by the Ming wall and located in the middle area of the site, substantiate this 


process of expansion and development. 


In the early years of the Hongwu reign of the Ming dynasty, at the end of the 14" 
century, a major project was undertaken to reinforce the city walls, build city gates 
and construct six barbicans, which greatly improved the defensive capabilities of the 
city. Most of the remains on this site which can still be seen on the ground level, such 
as the city wall in the central and southern parts of the site, as well as the barbican, 
were built during this period. In 1559, Deji Gate was repaired. In 1658, the city gates 
were modified, and turrets, complete with cannons, were installed on the city wall. 


The foundation of the inner wall of the barbican was constructed during this period. 


(2) Modern Era: Conservation and Management 

Deji Gate was largely destroyed in a fire in the mid-20" century, after which it was 
abandoned. Eventually, local people began to reclaim the site for residential pur- 
poses. Thanks to the archaeological exploration on the site in 2001 and 2002, Deji 
Gate again saw the light of day. The site was opened to the public after a preservation 
scheme was implemented. In 2006, the Site of Deji Gate was announced by the State 
Council as part of Chinas sixth group of National Priority Heritage Sites under Pro- 
tection. In 2016 and 2017, an enhancement project was undertaken to display the 
history and importance of Deji Gate in a more effective manner, turning the site into 


a center for public activities within the integrated community. 
04 Tianhou Temple 


(1) Development and Dissemination of Mazu Belief 

Mazu was a goddess surnamed Lin from Meizhou Island in Putian County, part of 
Quanzhou Prefecture, during the early Northern Song dynasty. In the late 10" cen- 
tury, locals erected a temple for her as she had the divine power to foretell a persons 
good and ill luck. In the 11" and 12" centuries, several temples dedicated to her were 
built in Putian. Mazu belief spread rapidly among the populace along with the devel- 
opment of Quanzhous maritime trade. In 1123, the imperial court bestowed on the 


temple a plaque inscribed with Chinese characters “Shunji” (literally, “smooth sail- 


ing”). 
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In 1196, the first Mazu temple (Tianhou Temple) in the city of Quanzhou was com- 
pleted on the bank of the Jinjiang River, which was a milestone event in the develop- 
ment of Mazu belief. Thanks to the remarkable influence of the bustling Quanzhou 
Port, Mazu belief rapidly developed and spread, and in the process, it received in- 
creasing attention from the government. By the 13^ century, Mazu belief had spread 
to Ningbo, Hangzhou and Guangzhou on Chinas southeast coast, with many tem- 
ples built. During the Southern Song period, the imperial court conferred divined 
titles on Mazu several times, and in the early 13" century, Quanzhou governor Zhen 


Dexiu visited Shunji Temple twice to make sacrificial offerings to Mazu. 


During the Yuan dynasty, promoted by the politically powerful Pu clan in Quan- 
zhou, Mazu belief received strong backing from the imperial court, eventually sur- 
passing King Tongyuan belief to become Quanzhous most influential deity belief. 
In 1278, the imperial court conferred a 12-character "Tianfei" (Heavenly Princess) 
title on the goddess of Quanzhou. In 1281, the imperial court instructed the mar- 
itime trade superintendent in Quanzhou, Pu Shiwen, to bestow a title of nobility 
on the Heavenly Princess. Thereafter, sacrifices for Mazu were included into official 
sacrificial ceremonies, with the imperial court sending an envoy to offer sacrifices 
every year. During the Yuan period, Mazu temples mushroomed across the country 
and could be found in many regions, from the northern coast to the hinterland areas 
along the canal. In 1329, officials hailed Tianfei Temple as "the origin of auspicious- 
ness in southern Fujian’, cementing the leading position of Quanzhous Tianhou 


Temple in the dissemination of Mazu belief. 


During the Ming and Qing periods after the 14" century, Tianfei Temple continued 
to grow thanks to the support of the government and society. In 1684, proposed 
by Quanzhou general Shi Lang, the imperial court conferred the title of “Tianhou” 
(Heavenly Empress) on Tianfei (Heavenly Princess), and the temple thus changed its 
name to “Tianhou Temple’. It is believed that by that time, Mazu belief had spread 
to Southeast, East and South Asia with the merchant ships and emigrants, allowing 
Quanzhous Tianhou Temple to gain prominence as the center for the dissemination 


of Mazu belief around the world. 


(2) Repairs of Tianhou Temple 

Tianhou Temple was first built in 1196 in “a place where foreign merchants con- 
verged" under a proposal made by the monk Juequan and the prominent citizen 
Xu Shichang. In 1122, the temple changed its name to “Shunji”, which were the 
characters inscribed on the plaque bestowed by the imperial court. At that time, 
wind-praying activities hosted by officials on Jiuri Mountain continued, while Mazu 
belief events on the bank of the Jinjiang River were organized merchants active in 
the southern part of the city. In the Yuan dynasty, Mazu belief received vigorous sup- 
port from officials, but construction activities during this era were not documented. 
According to Song and Yuan historical records on the layout of Mazu temples in oth- 


er regions, in the Southern Song dynasty, a typical Mazu temple was a symmetrical 
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structure on a central axis, consisting of a gatehouse, a veranda on either side, a main 
hall and a rear hall. In the Yuan dynasty, the divinity of Mazu was elevated to that of 
Heavenly Princess, and the appellation “Qiandian Hougin” (a hall at the front and 
sleeping quarters at the rear" began to appear in Mazu temples. The extant layout of 
Tianhou Temple in Quanzhou is consistent with the typical layout of Mazu temples 


in the Song and Yuan periods. 


According to An Account of the Repairing of Tianfei Temple in Quanzhou, written 
by Gu Po of the Ming dynasty, from 1540 to 1544, the temple was overhauled with 
funds contributed by Xu Yu, a resident of the prefecture. The project involved the 
renovation of five bays in the Main Hall and the reconstruction of seven bays in the 
Sleeping Hall, as well as the pavilion and the ancillary structures on both sides. The 
extant layout of Tianhou Temple matches this historical account. The description of 
the renovation and reconstruction in this historical record suggests that the arrange- 
ment of “a hall at the front and sleeping quarters at the rear" was already in place 
before the 16" century. Following its elevation to Heavenly Empress, by the Qing 
dynasty, Tianhou Temple had undergone more repairs with government and private 
funding. In 1816, the wooden columns in the architectural ensemble were replaced 


with stone ones, and from 1843 to 1845, Tianhou Hall was repaired. 


(3) Modern Era: Conservation and Management 

In 1988, the State Council announced the inclusion of Tianhou Temple into Chinas 
third group of National Priority Heritage Sites under Protection. Since the 1990s, the 
temple has received repairs and maintenances several times. In 2011 and 2012, the 


roof and wooden frame of Tianhou Hall were repaired to ensure preservation. 
05 Zhenwu Temple 


(1) Song Dynasty: Initial Construction and Development 

According to extant records, Zhenwu Temple was first constructed during the Song 
dynasty as a place for the governor of the prefecture to offer worship to the gods of 
the sea. From 1217 to 1219, during his term as provincial governor, the Confucian 
official Zhen Dexiu of the Southern Song dynasty went to Zhenwu Temple to pray. 
During his visit, he authored two passages: "Prayers of Zhenwu Palace Hall" and 


"Prayers for Rain in Beidou Zhenwu Palace Hall”. 


(2) Ming and Qing Dynasties: Repairs to Zhenwu Temple 

During the Ming and Qing dynasties, Zhenwu Temple underwent a series of repairs. 
In 1533, Jinjiang head magistrate Han Yue erected the Tunhai stele at Zhenwu Tem- 
ple. In 1616, a woman surnamed Li donated money to construct a well and erect the 
"Ihree Crabs Dragon Spring Stele" in front of the mountain gate. In 1842, Zhenwu 
Temple was expanded and repaired. From 1851 to 1861, merchants from Danshui, 
Taiwan, raised funds to repair the eaves of the square pavilion. In 1865, the then 


government erected a stele within Zhenwu Temple titled "Fashi Zhenwu Temple: A 
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Declaration of Prohibited Activities" for the declaration for the protection of Zhen- 


wu Temple. In 1870, the site underwent further expansion and repairs. 


(3) Modern Era: History of Conservation and Management 

In 1983, Zhenwu Temple was listed as a protected heritage site on the municipal lev- 
el. From 1984 to 1988, a series of repairs were made to Zhenwu Temples mountain 
gate, two of its corridor buildings and the Palace Hall. On May 25, 2006, State Coun- 
cil announced Zhenwu Temple as part of Chinas sixth batch of National Priority 


Heritage Sites under Protection. 


Second Group: Representative Monuments and Sites Bearing Essen- 
tial Testimonies to the 'Multi-cultural Communities' and 'Structure of 
the City'. 


06 Site of Southern Clan Office 


(1) Establishment of the Southern Clan Office during the Song Dynasty 

The Southern Clan Office was one of the administrative agencies in the Song dynasty 
which managed the affairs of the imperial clan. In 1102-1104 during the Northern 
Song dynasty, it was set up in Nanjings Yingtian Prefecture (present-day Shangqiu, 
Henan) to serve the imperial kinsmen living around the prefecture. Its major respon- 
sibilities included enforcing discipline, mediating disputes, handling rewards and 
punishments, and compiling and submitting demographic data on the imperial clan. 
At the turn of the Northern and Southern Song Dynasties, the Southern Clan Office 
moved south with the Song royal family, first to Zhenjiang and then to Quanzhou in 
1130. 


(2) Changes of the Site of Southern Clan Office 

According to historical records, in 747, a "free life pond" was built in the area south 
of Kaiyuan Temple, where the Southern Clan Office was located, and later Shuilu 
Hall was built over the pond. In 879, Shuilu Institute was completed; it survived into 
the Northern Song period. In 1130, when the imperial kinsmen moved to Quan- 
zhou, the temple was adaptively used to house the Southern Clan Office. The office 
was abandoned in the late 13^ century, when the Song was replaced by the Yuan. It 
housed Qingyuan Courtier Station in the Yuan dynasty and Shuilu Temple in the 
Ming dynasty. In 1438, part of the office was reused as the site of the Weaving and 


Dyeing Bureau. 


(3) Archaeological Research and Modern Conservation and Management 

In 1982, Quanzhou was included by the State Council into Chinas first batch of 
renowned historical and cultural cities, and within its boundaries lies the Site of 
Southern Clan Office. In 1984, the Site of Southern Clan Office was registered to the 
list of unmovable cultural relics, a stele declaring its protection status was erected at 


the site. In 2019, archaeological investigation and a partial archaeological excavation 
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area of 1,400 m" were carried out on the site, and at present, related work is in prog- 
ress. It is planned to add 1,000 m’ excavation area in 2020. In January 2020, the Site 
of Southern Clan Office was designated as Fujian Provincial Cultural Heritage Pro- 


tection Site by Fujian Provincial Peoples Government. 
07 Confucius Temple and School 


(1) Northern Song Dynasty: Initial Construction 

During the Tang and Five Dynasties eras, the Confucian temple was referred to as 
"Lusikou Temple” and "Xuansheng Temple’. In 976, in the wake of larger municipal 
development, the magistrate of Quanzhou, Qiao Weiyue, moved the temple to its 
current location outside the sub-citys Chongyang Gate in the southeastern part of 
the city. In 982, magistrate Sun Fengji erected a school next to the temple. The Song 
dynasty issued a decree to respect Confucius and devote oneself to culture, and sub- 
sequently in 1044 (Qingli reign), 1068 (Xining reign) and 1102 (Chongning reign), 
there were three great movements to establish new schools. These movements ad- 


vanced the development of government-run schools and academies. 


(2) Southern Song Dynasty: Finalizing the Layout of the Temple and School 

In 1137, magistrate Liu Ziyu raised funds to implement reconstruction on the com- 
pound that placed the “school on the left and the temple on the right”. This recon- 
struction was completed according to regulations, and established the unique overall 
aspects of the temple and school layout that it was known for during the Song and 
Yuan dynasties. This layout, in which the temple is placed to the right (west) of the 
school, was influenced by the preference for the right side as manifested in the Tem- 
ple and Cemetery of Confucius in Qufu. The reconstruction done at this time raised 
the height of the building's foundational platform, and the buildings were laid out 
symmetrically to either side of the central axis. At this time, construction was com- 
pleted on many of the main architectural features of the compound, such as Xianshi 
Palace Hall (later renamed “Dacheng Palace Hall”), Minglun Hall, and the square 
pond. The westward-facing gate was also completed at this time, and a water channel 
was dug out, connecting the temples drainage system to the city moat (a.k.a. Bagua 


Ditch). This water channel has survived largely undamaged to this day. 


In 1201, the governor Ni Si built Lingxing Gate as well as a few subsidiary structures. 
In 1228, he built an ancestral shrine to the east of the temple, ushering in the con- 
struction of shrines to prominent figures near the temple. During the Southern Song 
dynasty, there were construction and repair activities undertaken on other subsidi- 
ary structures as well. In 1265 and 1266, Zhao Xicha, the governor of Quanzhou and 
a prominent imperial kinsman, personally managed the repair work on the temple 
and school. After this repair, the palace roof was changed to have “double-eave roof 


with four hips”. This roof format is what remains on the structure to this day. 
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(3) Yuan Dynasty: Expansions and Repairs 

There was not much change made to the layout of the temple and school compound 
during the Yuan dynasty, other than a few repairs to the structures. Those responsi- 
ble for undertaking the repairs included officials from both Han and Mongol ethnic 


backgrounds. In 1349, a stone bridge was constructed over the square pond. 


(4) Ming and Qing Dynasties: Development of the Compound's Layout 

During the Ming and Qing dynasties, the Confucius Temple and School underwent 
a series of expansions and repairs. In 1446, Minglun Hall raised the level of its foun- 
dational platform while undergoing repairs, expanding the scale of the temple and 
school. The pond was also dredged and connected to the outside drainage network. 
Construction projects on the temple during the Jiajing and Wanli periods were rel- 
atively frequent. In 1524, the public housing along the city moat to the south of the 
temple was replaced, and a gate was constructed that opened onto the Tonghuai 
thoroughfare (present-day Tumen Street). In 1527, two bridges were built across 
the city moat, marking the old location of the current Zhusi Bridge. In 1543, Min- 
glun Hall was repaired. The Fuzi Spring was originally adjacent to Dacheng Palace 
Hall, but was moved to its current location in 1543. In 1556, Yuying Gate was built. 
In 1570, Cai Wenzhuang Shrine was built, and in the roughly hundred years that 
followed, 10 or so shrines to prominent historical figures were erected in the area 
surrounding the temple and school. Of those, three are still standing today. In 1612, 
the square pond was reshaped to be semi-circular, and it remains that way today. 
During the Qing dynasty between 1761 and 1768, the temple and school underwent 
an important repair; the wooden pillars in Dacheng Gate and two corridors were 
replaced with stone pillars, inscribed stone signs bearing the titles "Jinsheng" and 
"Yuzhen" were hung over their respective gates, and Chongsheng Shrine, in honor of 


Confuciuss fifth-generation ancestor, was erected east of the main hall. 


(5) Modern Era: History of Conservation and Management 

In 1914, repairs were made to Pangong Gate. Beginning in the 1980s, several repair 
projects have been undertaken on Dacheng Palace Hall and Minglun Hall, among 
other major buildings. In 2001, the Confucius Temple and School was included in 
Chinas fifth batch of National Priority Heritage Sites under Protection. In 2002, the 
Quanzhou Municipal Government established the Confucius Temple and School 
Conservation Administration Office, which was affiliated to the city’s Cultural Heri- 
tage Administration Bureau. This office is responsible for undertaking the daily con- 


servation and management duties of the temple. 

08 Kaiyuan Temple 

(1) Tang Dynasty: Founding and Development 

In 686, Huang Shougong, a resident of the prefecture, donated his mulberry garden 


as the site for the construction of a temple. The resulting temple was named "Lotus 


Temple" by the government and placed under the management of the monk Kuan- 
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ghu; it was the predecessor of Kaiyuan Temple. In 718, when the seat of the local 
government moved its present location, the temple had been in existence for over 
30 years. In 738, Emperor Xuanzong of the Tang Dynasty ordered the major temples 
of all prefectures in the country to change to the name “Kaiyuan’, hence "Kaiyuan 
Temple" in Quanzhou. Subsequently, a pond for releasing captive animals was added 
to the temple, and Shuilu Hall was built, which was occupied by the Southern Clan 
Office in the 12" century. In 865, a five-storey wooden pagoda (the predecessor of 
the East Pagoda) was built under the supervision of Zen Master Wencheng and was 
named “Zhenguo” (Safeguarding the Country) by the imperial court. This ushered in 
a fresh period of development for the temple following the Huichang Suppression of 
Buddhism. 


(2) Five-Dynasties Period: Expanding and Thriving in the Separatist Era 

For nearly a century between 886 and 978, the southern Fujian region, centered on 
Quanzhou, was controlled by a separate regime and started to develop maritime 
trade. The ruling Wang family believed in Buddhist dharma and vigorously support- 
ed Buddhism, leading to a new wave of construction for Buddhist temples. Wang 
Shengui and his son Wang Yanbin rebuilt the Main Hall in 897 and a seven-storey 
wooden pagoda (the predecessor of the West Pagoda) in 916. Furthermore, farmland 
and houses were donated for temple construction, senior monks were recruited, and 
branch temples were set up. All this helped formally establish Kaiyuan Temples me- 


dieval pattern - numerous branches and two soaring pagodas. 


(3) Northern and Southern Song Dynasties: Remaining Active under the Control 
of the Central Government 

By the 117-13? centuries, Quanzhou had emerged as the important trading port in 
East Asia. The temple economy represented by Kaiyuan Temple was a significant 
integral part of the rapidly growing regional economy. In 1155, a fire broke out in 
Kaiyuan Temple, and its twin pagodas, Triple Gate and Main Hall were burned 
down but rebuilt shortly afterwards. In the mid-13" century, the twin pagodas were 
changed to a brick structure and later to a cast stone structure. The extant West Pa- 
goda (Renshou Pagoda) was completed in 1237, while the East Pagoda (Zhenguo 
Pagoda) was completed in 1250, both taking about 10 years to build. The activities 
of Kaiyuan Temple during that period were closely watched and regulated by the 
central government. In 1019, an altar of precepts was added under an imperial edict. 
In 1128, the temple was rebuilt according to the ancient system, and during the 11" 
century, its 120 branch temples were mostly transformed into Zen monasteries. Both 
cases testify to the central governments effective management of Buddhism in the 
Quanzhou region with Kaiyuan Temple as the center. In 1129, the Southern Clan 
Office was moved to the Shuilu Hall in Kaiyuan Temple, symbolizing the royal clans 


involvement in socio-economic activities through temples. 


(4) Yuan Dynasty: Branch Temples Merged 


In 1285, the religious official Liu Jianyi petitioned the imperial court to merge the 
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branch temples. The Emperor bestowed a plaque inscribed with the words "Great 
Kaiyuan Longevity Zen Monastery’, and the temple flourished. In 1286, repair of the 
temple began under the supervision of Zen Master Miaoen, and by 1327, the Triple 
Gate had been repaired. As a result, what we see today is a large-scale Zen monastery 
which faces south, comprises symmetrically arranged structures along its central 


axis, and has two pagodas facing each other. 


(5) Ming and Qing Dynasties: Inheritance, Additions and Repairs by Local Elite 

During the early Ming dynasty in the late 14" and early 15" centuries, Kaiyuan 
Temple experienced significant development again; its Triple Gate, two corridors, 
Main Hall and Altar of Precepts were all repaired, but its layout remained essentially 
unchanged from the Yuan dynasty. In 1389, the monk Huiyuan repaired the main 
hall. On the one hand, he maintained the plane layout and fundamental spatial ar- 
rangement of the old building complex from the Song dynasty; on the other hand, he 
utilized some stone structural elements obtained from Hindu buildings torn down 
during the war at the end of the Yuan dynasty while retaining the main hall's orig- 
inal bracket components carved in the shape of flying Apsaras. In 1408, the monk 
Zhichang incorporated Hindu Kamadenu and lion relief figures into the platform 


pedestal. 


In the mid-Ming dynasty, Quanzhous maritime trade was halted with the govern- 
ments maritime prohibitions, and Kaiyuan Temple declined. In 1594, Huang Wen- 
bing expelled the artisans who had occupied Kaiyuan Temple, ushering in the revival 
of the temple. The Huang clan considered Kaiyuan temple their ancestral hall as their 
Tang-dynasty ancestor Huang Shougong had donated his garden to build the temple. 
They kept the temple in good repair until the early 20" century. In 1596, the Huang 
Clans Ancestral Hall (Tanyue Shrine) was built; in 1637, all columns in the main 
hall were changed to stone columns; and in 1664, Zhunti Zen Monastery (popularly 
known as "the Smaller Kaiyuan") was built to the east of Kaiyuan Temple. These are 


the major additions or repairs with an impact on the temples layout. 


(6) Modern Era: Conservation and New Looks 

In 1923, major repairs to Kaiyuan Temple were carried out under the supervision of 
Master Yuanying. Afterwards, Kaiyuan Temple underwent two repairs again in 1960 
and 1989. In 1982, it was announced as part of Chinas second batch of National Pri- 


ority Heritage Sites under Protection. 
09 Statue of Lao Tze 


(1) Carving of the Statue of Lao Tze 

Historical documents and the 17" century “Min Shu" contain mentions of the stat- 
ue, its stone building and the surrounding Beidou Hall, Zhenjun Hall and other 
Taoist structures. During an environmental cleanup in 1990, nine granite structural 


elements, possibly belonging to the original stone house, were unearthed south of 
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the statue. They are akin to those of the East and West Pagodas in Kaiyuan Temple 
and other stone pagodas in terms of style and design. Thus, archaeologists surmise 
that the stone house was possibly built during the Southern Song dynasty, and that 
the stone statue must have been earlier. This, along with the record on Zhu Xis visit 
during the 12" century, suggests that the Statue of Lao Tze must have been carved 
not later than the 12" century. Further, according to the genealogical records of 
some local citizens, which have not been preserved, the Statue of Lao Tze was pos- 
sibly built by Lü Huiqing (1032-1111), an eminent political figure in the Northern 
Song dynasty. 


(2) Taoism and Its Development in Quanzhou 

Lao Tze was a great philosopher and thinker in the Spring and Autumn Period. 'Ihe 
Tao De Ching, written by Lao Tze, is one of the most important works of ancient 
Chinese philosophy, exerting its influence on a global scale. Taoism took shape as a 
religion during the 2" century, with Lao Tze venerated as the supreme master and 
worshipped as "the Highest Venerable Lord". In the Northern Song dynasty, all em- 
perors displayed a keen interest in Taoism. In 1014, Lao Tze was granted the title 
"Highest Venerable Lord and Emperor of Supreme Virtue’, ushering in a building 


boom for Taoist temples across the country. 


Taoist activities in Quanzhou began during the Taikang reign of the Western Jin 
Dynasty in the 3" century and flourished during the Tang and Song Dynasties. In 
the process, it absorbed the sea god belief and many other folk beliefs. In the Song 
dynasty, Mount Qingyuan was a major area for the development of Taoism in Quan- 


zhou. 


(3) Modern Era: Conservation and Management 

In 1961, the Statue of Lao Tze was designated as a priority protection heritage site of 
Fujian Province. Since 1979, it has been managed as part of Mount Qingyuan Scenic 
Area. In 1988, it was announced by the State Council as a National Priority Protec- 
tion Heritage Site. In 1990, structural elements were unearthed near the Statue of 
Lao Tze during an environmental cleanup. Since then, the environment of the scenic 
area has been constantly enhanced. The Statue of Lao Tze is currently open to the 


public as part of Mount Qingyuan Scenic Area. 
10 Qingjing Mosque 


(1) Song and Yuan Dynasties: Initial Construction and Major Repairs, Respective- 
ly 

The Arabic inscriptions on the northern wall of the gate tower clearly record the 
initial construction of the mosque in the 11" century, and major repairs undertaken 
in the 14" century supported by Persian people. “Here is the peoples first temple of 
worship. It is also the oldest, longest lasting, and most fortuitous temple of worship 


in the city. It is named Masjid al-Ashab, and it was constructed in (according to the 


2.b-4 History and Development of Component Sites |297 


Quanzhou: Emporium of the World in Song-Yuan China 


Islamic calendar) the year 400 (1009 AD). Three hundred years later, Ahmad ben 
Muhammad Quds and the famous al-Hajj Rukn al-Shirazi from Shiraz constructed 
the high floating domed roofs, widened the walking paths, enacted major repairs on 
the mosques gate tower, and refurbished the windows, completing work in (according 
to the Islamic calendar) the year 710 (1310 AD)? 


When Qingjing Mosque was first constructed, it was located outside the city walls. 
This is in accordance with the records from the Song dynasty that stated foreigners 
were not permitted to live within the city limits. In the 13" century, the construction 
of a wing town meant it was absorbed into the city. In the 14" century, the social 
standing of Muslims such as Persian and Arabic people rose sharply. This result- 
ed in the foreign residential community in the south being fully absorbed into the 
city-proper. It also allowed Qingjing Mosque to undergo major repairs and renova- 
tions, giving the structure its architectural form—a form primarily done in an Islam- 


ic style. 


[here is a stele, first inscribed in 1350, then re-inscribed again in 1507, which com- 
memorates the rennovation of Qingjing Mosque. This stele remains in the mosque 
to this day. It records the establishment of another mosque in the southern part of 
the city in 1131, undertaken by Quanzhou merchants who hailed from Siraf, Persia. 
[he inscription also mentions that there were six or seven mosques inside the city of 
Quanzhou at that time. This historical record is evidence of an active Muslim com- 
munity, and of the rich distribution of mosques within the southern section of the 


city. 


(2) Ming and Qing Dynasties: Integration and Development 

Numerous repairs were made to Qingjing Mosque during the Ming dynasty. On 
the north wall inside the mosque, there remains an inscription of an "Imperial De- 
cree’, inscribed in 1407 and issued by the Yongle Emperor of the Ming dynasty. This 
decree, which ensured the protection of Muslims, is a prime example of just how 
much the ruling class supported Muslim activities. According to another inscription 
in the Mosque that dates to 1609 titled “Repair of Qingjing Mosque’, major repairs 
were made to Qingjing Mosque between 1505 and 1521. Also recorded here is the 
re-building of the Xuanli Tower in 1567, a project supported jointly by the mosque 
and local officials and carried out by the mosques congregation (this tower was 
toppled by strong winds in 1687 and never rebuilt). This inscription also records 
repairs made to Mingshan Hall in 1609. The author of the 1609 inscription provides 
a detailed description of the Prayer Hall as he had observed it: one entered from the 
east side, there was a platform for worship on the west side, and there were six door 
openings on the west wall, eight on the south wall, and one on the north wall, with 
12 pillars. The physical description of the architecture here is essentially in line with 
what we can observe of the Prayer Hall today. More interesting is that the author 
used traditional Chinese geomantic terminology to describe Qingjing Mosques ar- 


chitecture, indicating a mixing of Islamic and local culture. During the Qing dynas- 
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ty, numerous repairs were made to Mingshan Hall, with the modern appearance of 


Mingshan Hall mostly being finalized by the 19" century. 


(3) Modern Era: History of Conservation and Management 

The stele inscriptions from 1609 and 1507 were rediscovered during major repairs to 
Qingjing Mosque that were carried out in 1953. In 1960, the Quanzhou Heritage Ad- 
ministration Committee established the Qingjing Mosque Cultural Relics Protection 
Office. In 1961, the State Council announced Qingjing Mosque as part of Chinas first 
batch of National Priority Heritage Sites under Protection. In 1983, the Quanzhou 
Municipal Government established the Qingjing Mosque Conservation Administra- 
tion Office. In 1983 and 1984, repairs were made to Mingshan Hall. It was repaired 
and a stone pavilion was built for the protection of the two Ming-dynasty steles. In 


1984, Qingjing Mosque opened to the public. 
11 Islamic Tombs 


(1) Origin of the Tombs and Historical Repairs 

According to the 17"-century Min Shu (Annals of Fujian), during the Wude reign 
(618-626) of the Tang Dynasty, two of Mohamedshs disciples came to Quanzhou by 
sea, and after their death, they were buried in Ling Mountain, with tombs built. This 
account is still debated in academia, but by at least the early Northern Song dynasty, 
Islam had been disseminated in Quanzhou. According to historical sources, a public 
cemetery for Muslim merchants was built on the east side of the city of Quanzhou in 


the mid-12" century. 


The Arabic text inscribed on the 1322 stele in the corridor records the major repairs 
and renovations undertaken on the Islamic Tombs during the Yuan dynasty. It also 
presents the life stories of the two disciples in Quanzhou. The inscribed text reads: “A 
group of Muslims - may Allah bless them - have renovated this blessed tomb in or- 
der to gain the joy and rich reward of the noble and solemn Allah ...... The two men 
came to this country in the time of al-Faghfur, and it is said that they performed acts 
of kindness and later passed away, upon which they were ascended from the mortal 
world to the immortal world. People believe it because of its good fortune, and once 
they encounter hardship and are at a loss, they come here to pay homage, praying for 
the implied light and dedication, and they all gain something and return safely. This 


memorial is inscribed in Ramadan in 722 (Hui calendar)?” 


In 1417, Zheng He visited the Islamic Tombs, and a stele was erected by local of- 
ficials to record the visit. The other five steles in the corridor and in the middle of 
the retainer wall record the repairs and maintenances of the tombs carried out by 
all segments of Quanzhou society in 1714, 1751, 1783, 1818 and 1871. The pavilion 


standing above the tombs were rebuilt in 1818. 
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(2) Modern Era: Conservation and Management 

In 1961, the Islamic Tombs were included into Fujians first group of provincial-level 
heritage sites for protection. In 1962, to better protect the tombs, the pavilion was 
rebuilt, and its roof was changed to a stone roof which is styled to imitate a wood- 
en roof. In 1985, a dedicated agency was set up to manage the conservation of the 
Islamic Tombs. In 1988, the State Council announced the inclusion of the Islamic 


Tombs in Chinas third group of National Priority Heritage Sites under Protection. 
12 Statue of Mani in Cao’an Temple 


(1) Spread of Manichaeism to Quanzhou 

During the Tang Dynasty, Manichaeism spread to China and was growing steadily, 
with Manichean temples built in Changan, Luoyang and other cities. During the 
mid-Tang period, Manichean temples were built in Fuzhou and other cities. How- 
ever, in the mid-9" century, Manichaeism was prohibited. According to The Book of 
Fujian, written by Ming-dynasty historian He Qiaoyuan, in the late Tang Dynasty, 
Manichean Master Hulu preached in Fuzhou and Quanzhou, and after his death, 
he was buried at the foot of Mount Qingyuan. This marked the beginning of the de- 
velopment of Manichaeism in Quanzhou. During the Five Dynasties period, white- 
clad Manichean believers engaged in collective activities around Mount Zimao in 
Quanzhou, and the appellation "Ming Jiao" (the Religion of Light) began to appear 


in literature, signifying the gradual Sinicization of Manichaeism. 


(2) Song and Yuan Era: Manichaeism Thriving around Cao’an Temple 

From the historical records of the interactions between the renowned local offi- 
cial-scholar Zeng Hui (652-1033) and the senior Manichean monk Dingzhu, we 
can see that Caoan Temple must have been built on Huabiao Hill (Wanshi Ridge) 
not later than the early Song dynasty in the 10"-11" centuries, and that there were 
group activities by Manichean believers. This is confirmed by the black-glazed bowl 
engraved with the Chinese characters "Ming Jiao Hui" (Society of the Religion of 
Light) which was unearthed from a spot in front of the Caoan Temple. Although 
Manichaeism was prohibited again in the Southern Song dynasty, a poem from the 
period indicates that Manichaeism was still commonly practiced by all social class- 
es, including civilians, merchants, official-scholars and southern imperial kinsmen. 
The prominent official-scholar and neo-Confucian Zhu Xi (1130-1200) even paid 
his respects at Manichean Master Hulus tomb at the foot of Mount Qingyuan. By 
the Yuan dynasty, Quanzhou communities had grown more diverse and the city had 
become more accommodating to all kinds of religions. In 1954, Wu Wenliang found 
a tombstone in Jintoupu, Quanzhou, which was engraved with Chinese characters 
and ancient Syriac words. Dated to 1313, the inscription shows that in the Yuan dy- 
nasty there was a religious official in charge of Manichaeism and Christian affairs 
in the regions south of the Yangtze River. This is a precious record of the official 
administration of Manichaeism in the Yuan dynasty, testifying to the recognition 


of Manichaeism in the Yuan dynasty; it also shows that Manichaeism grew and 
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thrived during the period. It was against this background that a sizable Manichean 
temple was built at the foot of Huabiao Hill, the stone statue was carved, and the 
stone chamber was constructed. Zhuang Huilong, a wealthy man in Qingyang Town 
near Huabiao Hill in the Yuan dynasty, believed in Manichaeism and befriended 
the official Ouyang Xian, which shows that Manichaeism enjoyed a high degree of 
acceptance in the society of the Yuan dynasty. Local chronicles and genealogical re- 
cords also document the construction of a Manichean temple on Huabiao Hill by the 
descendants of the imperial Zhao clan of the Song dynasty, indicating that Huabiao 


Hill in the Yuan dynasty was the center of Manichean activities in Quanzhou. 


(3) Ming and Qing Era: Sinicization of Manichaeism 

In the Ming dynasty, Manichaeism was first forbidden but later ignored by the gov- 
ernment, and this allowed Manichean activities to continue in society. A 16-charac- 
ter Manichean hymn engraved on a stone near Caoan Temple, dated to the mid-to- 
late 15" century, is the last known record of Manichean activities. The inscription 
reads "Purity, Light, Great Power, Wisdom, Supreme Perfect Truth, the Light Bud- 
dha of Mani”. Afterwards, Longquan Academy was built in adjacent to Caoan Tem- 
ple, and Manichaeism was gradually eclipsed by Buddhism and other folk beliefs in 


Quanzhou. 


In the village of Sunai about 1,000 meters from Cao'an Temple, there is Jingzhu 
Shrine, built in the 1930s for the worship of the Light Buddha of Mani and his as- 
sistant deities Messenger of Light and Minister of Heaven. This shows that Man- 
ichaeism has been transformed into a folk belief in the region and survived to this 
day. Although this folk belief is far removed from the original religious meaning of 
Manichaeism, it still inherits some of the religious characteristics of Manichaeism, 


reflecting the process of Sinicization of Manichaeism. 


(3) Modern Era: Conservation and Management 

From 1923 to 1932, the monks Ruiyi and Guangkong renovated Caoan Temple. The 
front porch of the stone chamber from the Yuan dynasty and the Yikong building on 
the north side of the temple were both built during the period. afterwards, the emi- 
nent monk Master Hongyi briefly resided in the temple. In 1996, the Statue of Mani 
in Caoan Temple was designated as a national priority protection site. In 1997, the 
Jinjiang Caoan Temple Relics Conservation Institute was established. In 1998, the 
Jinjiang City Government enhanced the interior environment of Caoan Temple and 


repaired the stone chamber. 
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Third Group: Representative Monuments and Sites Bearing Essential 
Testimonies to the "Production Sites". 


13 Sites of Cizao Kilns (Jinjiaoyishan Kilns) 


(1) Pre-Song: Founding and Firing of Cizao Kilns 

According to archaeological discoveries, production at Cizao Kilns began in the mid- 
dle of the 6" century. Most excavated samples from this period are celadon-glazed. A 
smaller portion did not have any glazing. The type of samples increased and took on 
characteristics that mimicked the firing at Yue Kilns. Loading and firing technology 
still consisted of direct firing typical of Dragon Kilns. 


(2) Rapid Development of Cizao Kilns as Spurred on by Maritime Trade 

From the 10" century to the early 12^ century (the Five Dynasties and Northern 
Song period to the early Southern Song), Cizao Kilns grew by leaps and bounds 
thanks to the rapid development of maritime trade. The four kilns and the workshop 
on the Kiln Sites at Jinjiaoyi Hill are representative of kiln sites from this period, and 
show that by this time, Cizao Kilns had already been developed into large-scale por- 
celain kilns capable of producing a diverse variety of porcelain goods. From this, we 
can see that a comprehensive system for the production and exportation of porcelain 


wares was in place. 


Porcelain from Cizao Kilns in this period made breakthrough from previously only 
specialized in producing celadon porcelain. Brownish-black glazed porcelain began 
to emerge while still devoting a portion of their production capacity to non-glazed 
porcelain. The porcelain was still mainly fired directly after being placed. Because 
the form of porcelain being fired was becoming more diverse, the types of spacers 
used between porcelains during the firing process also became more varied. Por- 
celain-making devices with carved Chinese characters and symbols have also been 
found. Archaeological discoveries in East Asia and Southeast Asia indicate that por- 
celain products from Cizao Kilns at this time were already being shipped abroad for 


commercial purposes in large quantities. 


(3) From Mid-Late Southern Song to Yuan Dynasty: The Height of the Cizao Kilns 
From the late 13" century to the 14^ century (the mid-late Southern Song to the 
Yuan dynasty), the scale of production at Cizao Kilns was expanded, surpassing pre- 
vious development and reaching its all-time peak. Some of the Kiln Sites at Jinjiaoyi 
Hill remained in use until this period. The porcelain wares dating to this period, 
which have been uncovered by archaeologists, are extremely varied in form and 
function, and it was from this period onward that more porcelain wares, such as 
kendi water bottles, were manufactured specifically for overseas markets. The dec- 
orative patterns and techniques became richer and more advanced, and traditional 
and exotic designs began to get mixed together. It was during this period that porce- 


lain production at Cizao Kilns was at their most prosperous. 
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The porcelain wares from this period were influenced by porcelains from Longquan 
Kilns. Apart from the continued production of celadon-glazed porcelain, brown- 
ish-black glazed porcelain and unglazed porcelains, production also began on yel- 
lowish and greenish glazed porcelain. The porcelain wares were mostly fired in single 


pieces inside "M" -shaped saggars. 


(4) Ming and Qing Dynasties: Transformation of Production at Cizao Kilns 

During the Ming and Qing dynasties, the overall style of production at Cizao Kilns 
remained largely unchanged from the Song and Yuan periods. However, due to the 
influence of the maritime prohibitions and other factors, Cizao Kilns were unable 
to maintain their former scale of production. The porcelain wares from this period 
were mostly everyday items like jars, urns, pots and basins. Toward the end of the 
Qing dynasty, Cizao Kilns experienced a slow shift in production, and the goods that 
they produced changed from primarily everyday porcelains to mostly architectural 


ceramics. 


(5) Modern Era: History of Conservation and Management 

Archaeological investigations and studies of Cizao Kilns began in 1956. In Septem- 
ber 1982, the Kiln Sites at Jinjiaoyi Hill were declared as county-level heritage sites 
under protection. In 1997, they were announced as a provincial-level heritage sites 
under protection. From May 2002 to June 2003, archaeological organizations con- 
ducted three excavations on the Kiln Sites at Jinjiaoyi Hill. In May 2006, the Kiln 
Sites at Jinjiaoyi Hill, for their status as an integral component of Cizao Kiln Sites, 
were included by the State Council into Chinas sixth batch of National Priority Her- 


itage Sites under Protection. 
14 Sites of Dehua Kilns (Weilin-Neiban Kilns, Qudougong Kiln) 


(1) Rise of Dehua Kilns Fueled by Maritime Trade 

Production of ceramics in the Dehua area started relatively early. Production of its 
original celadon porcelain can be traced back more than 3,000 years to the Bronze 
Age. During the 9" and 10" centuries, in the Later Tang Five Dynasties period, cel- 
adon porcelain production was viable, but archaeological work has confirmed a large 
quantity of ceramic production began at the end of the 11" century, around the time 
the Quanzhou Maritime Trade Office was established. By the mid-12" century (from 
the late Northern Song dynasty to the early Southern Song), as marine trade devel- 
oped, Dehua Kilns gradually emerged in hinterland of Quanzhou. During this peri- 
od, Dehua porcelain was influenced by Jingdezhen porcelain, and was predominant- 
ly green-white porcelain with grayish or whitish tinged glazes. Towards the mid-to- 
late 13^ century (late Southern Song period), production at Dehua Kilns flourished, 
and the unique white porcelain gradually started to be produced. Weilin-Neiban 
Kilns are representative kiln sites of this period. Looking at global archaeological 
data, it can be seen that large quantities of green-white and white porcelain were ex- 


ported during the Southern Song period. 
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(2) Development of Dehua Kilns during the Yuan Dynasty 

The scale of production expanded in the Yuan dynasty, when large quantities of 
products were exported. During this period, green-white porcelain slightly de- 
creased, while white porcelain increased, gradually becoming the predominant 
product type. Unfired wares were finer and whiter in color. Some of the white glazes 
were pale green or grayish white. The porcelain wares were mostly manufactured 
using molds and it was popular to use relief stamping for decoration. Archaeological 
discoveries show more diversity in the varieties of products, with kendi and other 
products specifically designed for export appearing in large quantities. Qudougong 
Kiln Sites are representative of the kiln sites of this period, and its multi-chambered 
dragon kilns show the development of dragon kiln technology. Greenware was load- 
ed into the kiln furnace inside individual protective saggars and fired upside down 


or using various techniques, including one that created an unglazed rim. 


(3) Development of White Porcelain and Blue-and-White Porcelain at Dehua 
Kilns during the Ming and Qing Dynasties 

Production at the Dehua Kilns was affected by the ban on maritime trade during the 
early Ming dynasty in the 14" and 15" centuries. By the middle of the Ming dynasty, 
in the 16" century, it was gradually recovering and entered a new period of devel- 
opment. Around the 17" century, at the end of the Ming and beginning of the Qing 
dynasty, production of white porcelain at Dehua Kilns entered its peak. Many types 
of white porcelain were produced in Dehua— not only everyday implements but now 
also Buddhist and Taoist statues, Western figurines, animal sculptures and so forth. 
The unglazed porcelain bodies were fine, clean and white, and the glazed surfaces 
were bright and smooth, with the "ivory white" and "lard white" colors known in 
Europe as blanc de Chine. In the mid-17" century, Dehua Kilns started to produce 
blue-and-white porcelain, which became the predominant product line in the 18" 
and 19" centuries. During the Ming and Qing periods, there were multi-chambered 


dragon kilns, step dragon kilns and horizontal step chamber kilns, among others. 


(4) Archaeological Research and Modern Conservation and Management 

Investigation of Dehua Kilns began in the early 20" century. In the 1950s, archaeol- 
ogists carried out a number of surveys of the kilns, gaining a fairly good grasp of the 
distribution of kiln sites in Dehua County and discovering more than 200 ancient 
kilns from various periods in history. Since 1976, archaeological excavations have 
been successively carried out at five key kiln sites, including Qudougong, and preser- 
vation facilities have been built at Qudougong Kiln Sites. In 1988, the State Council 
announced the inclusion of Qudougong Dehua Kiln Sites into Chinas third group 
of National Priority Heritage Sites under Protection, comprising the four Song to 
Ming dynasty sites at the townships of Sanbao, Gaide, Longxun and Xunzhong, and 
including a total of 42 ancient kiln sites, 29 of which were from the Song and Yuan 
periods. The kiln sites were comprehensively surveyed and prospected in 2013. Two 
major archaeological surveys and partial excavations of Weilin-Neiban Kiln Sites 


were carried out in 2016 and 2019. 
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15 Xiacaopu Iron Production Site of Qingyang Village in Anxi 


(1) Development of Quanzhou’s Iron Production Industry 

Quanzhous iron production industry can be traced back to at least the Five Dy- 
nasties period (10th century). An iron coin mintage site dating back to as early 
as 942 has been found in the city of Quanzhou, along with ceramic molds for 
iron coin mintage. During the reign of Liu Congxiao in the 10th century, copper 
and iron products were already being traded with foreign countries, and Anxi 
already had an iron production industry. During the Northern Song period, ded- 
icated "iron plants" were set up at Qingyang in Anxi, Qiyang in Yongchun, and 
Chishui in Dehua. At the height of the industry, there were as many as 16 iron 
plants. By 1045, Qingyangs iron industry had flourished and even produced iron 
coins. Historical records on the taxation of several iron plants in Song-era Quan- 
zhou show that Qingyang generated much more tax revenues than other sites. 
A historical document from 1182 records Quanzhous production and maritime 
trade of iron products during the Southern Song period. Records of iron mining 
and production can also be found in many local chronicles of Quanzhou and its 


counties from the Ming and Qing dynasties. 


(2) Archaeological Research and Modern Conservation and Management 

The Xiacaopu Iron Production Site of Qingyang Village in Anxi came to light in 
1966. It was declared in 1985 to be a county-level protected heritage site. In 2019, 
archaeological investigation and excavation were carried out on the site covering 
an area of around 1900 nr , related work is in progress. It is planned to add archae- 
ological excavation area of around 150 m’ in 2020. In January 2020, Xiacaopu Iron 
Production Site of Qingyang Village in Anxi was designated as Fujian Provincial 


Cultural Heritage Protection Site by Fujian Provincial Peoples Government. 


Fourth Group: Representative Monuments and Sites Bearing Essen- 
tial Testimonies to the "Transportation Network" 


16 Luoyang Bridge 


(1) Twists and Turns at the Beginning 

During the 1040s, Li Chong, a resident of the prefecture, suggested building a pon- 
toon bridge. In 1053, the monk Zongji and local residents Wang Shi and Lu Xi pro- 
posed building a stone bridge at Wanan Ferry, but for three years, nothing happened. 
In 1056-1059, the calligrapher and stateman Cai Xiang served twice as governor of 
Quanzhou Prefecture. During his tenure, he initiated the construction of the bridge, 
and the project proved a great success thanks to the assistance of 15 people, includ- 


ing local citizens Lu Xi, Wang Shi and Xu Zhong and monks Yibo and Zongshan. 


(2) Repairs for Luoyang Bridge and Its Ancillary Structures after the Song Dynasty 


Since its completion, Luoyang Bridge has undergone many repairs. Historical docu- 
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ments and stele inscriptions record a total of 15 repairs from the mid-11" century to 
the early 1950s. 


The first major repair took place in 1138 after the bridge was damaged by surging 
sea waves during a hurricane. The repair work was supervised by Governor Zhao 
Sicheng. Many of his successors in the Song dynasty organized bridge repairs, which 


are recorded in historical documents. 


Historical records of repairs during the Yuan dynasty were lost, and stele inscriptions 


on repairs during the period were not preserved; therefore, details are not known. 


During the Ming dynasty, Luoyang Bridge underwent a series of repairs, with two 
major ones in the mid-15" century and early 17" century. In the mid-15" century, 
the bridge foundations subsided and the bridge deck would be submerged in water at 
high tide, seriously affecting the passage of pedestrians. Cai Xi, prefect of Quanzhou, 
organized the repair of the foundation, and Li Junyu, a local resident, contributed a 
large amount of money to raise the piers by three feet. The raised parts of the piers 
are still visible today under the bridge floor. During an earthquake in 1607, some 
parts of the bridge floor fractured, and Governor Jiang Zhili repaired the foundation 
and the guardrails. Certain parts of the bridge were also repaired during the Qing 
dynasty. 


In 1933, warlord Cai Tingyi moved to Fuzhou and changed Luoyang Bridge to a 
reinforced concrete bridge deck, and the bridge was widened to about 7 meters on 
both sides to facilitate the passage of automobiles. Fortunately, the expansion was 
only built on the old bridge deck. The stone slabs from the Song and Ming Dynasties 


were preserved intact below the beams of the cement bridge deck. 


(3) Modern Era: Conservation and Management 

In the 1970s, a modern highway bridge was built upstream from Luoyang Bridge; 
thus, the bridges historical mission of facilitating transportation across the river 
came to an end, but the bridge remains a transportation link between the villages 
on both sides of the river. In 1988, Luoyang Bridge was announced as part of the 
nations third batch of National Priority Heritage Sites under Protection. In 1993, the 
national, provincial and municipal governments allocated funds to remove the rein- 
forced concrete deck on the ancient bridge and to give a comprehensive repair to the 


bridge and its ancillary structures. 

17 Anping Bridge 

(1) Song Era: Collaborative Bridge Construction 

The beginning of the 12" century was a high point in the development of Quan- 


zhous maritime trade, as well as a peak period for bridge construction in Quanzhou. 


In 1138, in order to solve the problem of land transportation between Anhai Town 
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and the regions to its west, a local merchant, Huang Hu, and the monk Zhiyuan 
donated money to promote the construction of a cross-sea stone bridge, which was 
presided over by the monk Zupai. Because of the scale of the project, however, and 
the successive deaths of Huang Hu and Zupai, it was never completed. In 1151, the 
governor and the imperial kinsman Zhao Lingjin were asked by the people to pre- 
side over the continuation of the bridges construction. Huang Hu's son Huang Yi 
and the monk Hui Sheng responded and in 1152 the bridge was completed. Zhao 
Lingjin recounted in detail the process of the bridges construction and its structure 
in the Record of Anping Bridge in Shijing Town, which is able to corroborate the ex- 
isting information about Anping Bridge. At the beginning of construction, a total of 
five pavilions were built to provide a resting place for people crossing the bridge. In 
1152, locals used surplus funds from the bridge construction to build a brick pagoda 
on the bridges eastern bank, named Ruiguang Pagoda (Auspicious Light Pagoda) 
and known colloquially as the White Pagoda. 


(2) Ming and Qing Dynasties: Repair of Anping Bridge and the Ancillary Build- 
ings 

The preserved inscriptions and historical data about Anping Bridge show that during 
the Ming dynasty, over twenty repairs were carried out on Anping Bridge and its 
ancillary buildings, with funding mainly raised by locals. These include the repair of 
Water Heart Pavilion and the bridge in 1459; the repair of nine bridge spans and the 
repair of Water Heart Pavilion in 1601; and the rebuilding of Water Heart Pavilion 
by Zheng Zhilong in 1637. 


In the early Qing dynasty, the policy of Qianjie Jinhai (evacuating southeastern 
coastal areas to eliminate anti-Qing activities) was implemented in coastal regions, 
and Water Heart Pavilion was burned down as a result in 1656. Once people were 
able to return, Shi Lang rebuilt the pavilion in 1684. In 1687, a temple was built be- 
hind the pavilion, originally as an offering to Sizhou Buddha, but later to Bodhisattva 
Guanyin. Water Heart Pavilion, therefore, later became known as Sizhou Pavilion. 
The existing Water Heart Pavilion was rebuilt in 1866, and bestowed an antithetical 
couplet that translates: "If Buddhism exists in this world, then Buddha should be 
worshipped and followed, and no bridge in the world is as long as this one? In 1935, 
it was once again rebuilt. In 1808, the Tide Listening House (Tingchao Lou) was 
built, and in 1824, the Tidal Temple was rebuilt; in 1846, the Bridge Tower Pavilion 
(Qiaotou Ting) was built to worship the Bodhisattva Guanyin invited from the Water 
Heart Pavilion; in 1864, the High Vantage House (Wanggao Lou) was constructed. 


(3) Evolution of the Bay Environment 

From the Song dynasty, as Quanzhou Ports population grew, farmland was continu- 
ously being created in the Anhai area through reclamation so as to increase the area 
of agricultural land, the innings with the longest history being the "Western Dams" 
(Xi Dai) in the Anping Bridge region. This reclamation incrementally changed the 
bay environment around Anping Bridge from the Song dynasty right up to the Qing 
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dynasty. In 1707, the provincial military commander Lan Li once again rebuilt the 
Western Dams using marine mud to form a dyke around two sides of Water Heart 


Pavilion; the traces of these innings are still visible today. 


(4) Modern Era: History of Conservation and Management 

Anping Bridge and its ancillary buildings have been repaired several times since the 
1930s. In 1961, the State Council announced Anping Bridge as part of Chinas first 
batch of National Priority Heritage Sites under Protection. Between 1980 and 1985, 
funding was allocated at both state and provincial level for the protection and repair 
of Anping Bridge. Damaged piers, the bridge deck, stone guard rails and parts of the 
ancillary buildings were repaired and the silt under the bridge dredged. In 2010, the 
Quanzhou City Anping Bridge Conservation and Management Leading Group was 
set up to conduct the systematic conservation and administration of Anping Bridge. 
Since 2010, the Anping Bridge area has been used as an eco-cultural park open to 


the public. 
18 Site of Shunji Bridge 


(1) Development of the South of the City and Construction of Shunji Bridge 

In 1196, Shunji Temple was built in the south of Quanzhou City. The riverside area 
outside of the temple was the important Song-dynasty port of Nanguan. In 1211, 
under the direction of Zou Yinglong, the governor of Quanzhou, a stone bridge was 
built across Jinjiang River. It was named "Shunji Bridge" because of its proximity to 
Shunji Temple in the south of Quanzhou city. Ihe wing town, completed in 1230, 
was accessible from Shunji Bridge through the south gate of the wing town (renamed 
Deji Gate in the 14" century). Shunji Bridge became the main channel connecting 


the old city business district. 


(2) Bridge Repairs after the 14^ Century 

Shunji Bridge remained in use throughout the dynasties after it was built. In 1341, 
Shunji Bridge collapsed. It was repaired between 1342 and 1368. During the Ming 
and Qing dynasties, Shunji Bridge was damaged repeatedly by torrential floods. 
Consequently, local officials presided over many repairs. In 1932, Chen Guohui, a 
local warlord, changed the bridges stone beam into a reinforced concrete bridge 
deck to meet the traffic requirements of motor vehicles. As such, Shunji Bridge con- 
tinued to be a crossing for river traffic in and out of Quanzhou city. In 1999, another 
modern highway bridge was built further up the river, called "New Shunji Bridge”. In 
2005 and 2006, Shunji Bridge collapsed due to the impact of floods. The reinforced 


concrete bridge deck and some stone piers have been preserved in the state of ruins. 


(3) Modern Era: History of Conservation and Management 
In March 1998, Shunji Bridge was included into the city's fourth batch of heritage 
sites under protection. At present, the archaeological investigation of the ancient 


bridges piers is still in progress together with the preservation and displaying of the 
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site. In January 2020, the Site of Shunji Bridge was designated as Fujian Provincial 


Cultural Heritage Protection Site by Fujian Provincial Peoples Government. 
19 Estuary Docks 


(1) Construction and Use of the Docks 

[he conditions for port construction at Fashi Port where Estuary Docks are located 
were excellent. The docks were used for generations, and as late as the 1990s they 
were still in operation as ferry stations used by locals. In the archaeological excava- 
tions at the two docks in 2003, shards of green and white porcelain and glazed por- 
celain from the Song and Yuan dynasties were discovered in the lowest strata of the 


docks, indicating that construction on the docks began in the Song and Yuan eras. 


In 1186, the Fashi Stockade was set up in Fashi to strengthen sea defenses. Zhen 
Dexiu, governor of Quanzhou, proclaimed: "It is sufficient to defend the city of 
Quanzhou within and guard the sea passageway outside.’ In 1218, a command body 
for the left flank of the navy was set up at Fashi. The stockades existence confirms 


the important status of Fashi Port as an inner port on the outskirts of Quanzhou. 


(2) Activities of Foreign Mercantile Groups in the Fashi Area 

[he Fashi area is located in the southeast of Quanzhou and was a major area of activ- 
ity for foreign mercantile groups dominated by Quanzhous Muslims. In 1959, sev- 
eral Muslim tomb stones carved from white granite were found in Fashi; these were 
similar to those found in other areas of Quanzhou from the Song and Yuan eras. In 
the 20" century, Arab descendants with the surnames Jin, Ding, Guo and Pu were 
still living in the Fashi area. The ancestors of the Guo residents in the area of today's 
Baiqi town settled in the Fashi area when they first arrived in Quanzhou. The rulers 
of 13?"-century Quanzhou and the Pu family descendants also lived here, and when 
they surrendered to the Yuan dynasty, they welcomed the arrival of the Yuan army at 
Fashi. 


In 1381, the Ming dynasty set up the "Hebosuo" (Fishery Tax Office) in Fashi to 
manage ships on the river and collect fishing taxes. In the Qing dynasty, customs 
and tax offices were established. Since 1974, residents of the Fashi area have found 
over 200 Spanish silver coins dating from the Ming and Qing dynasties. These coins 
would have come from Spanish expatriates of Luzon (the Philippines), reflecting the 
connections between Quanzhou and overseas countries during the Ming and Qing 


eras. 


(3) Archaeological Research and Modern and Conservation Management in the 
Modern Era 

The site of the ancient ship ruins was discovered in 1976, and archaeological ex- 
cavations were carried out in 1982; archaeological clean-up and excavation of the 


two docks took place in 2003, and the scattered stone slabs were put back in place. 
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Archaeological exploration of the coastline around the two docks was carried out in 


2019, confirming the location of the shoreline in the Song and Yuan eras. 


In 2004, Estuary Docks were listed as municipal-level heritage sites under protection 
and a cultural relics protection group was set up to manage them. In May 2006, the 
State Council announced Estuary Docks as part of Chinas sixth batch of National 


Priority Heritage Sites under Protection. 
20 Shihu Dock 


(1) Construction and Enhancement of Shihu Dock 

During the Kaiyuan reign of the Tang Dynasty (713-741) a maritime merchant 
named Lin Luan built a dock at Shihu. During the Yuanyou reign (1086-1094) of 
the Song dynasty, when the Maritime Trade Office was being set up in Quanzhou, 
a government official named Fu Jin built Tongji Jetty, vastly increasing the handling 
capacity of the dock. Afterwards, the dock underwent repairs multiple times, which 
we can see from the marks left on the jetty from different eras. One of those repair 
projects took place in 1639, and a stone tablet commemorating this project has sur- 


vived to the modern day. 


(2) Modern Era: Conservation and Management 

In 1935, the Jinjiang County Government declared Shihu Dock to be a protected 
site. In May 2006, Shihu Dock was announced by the State Council as part of Chinas 
sixth group of National Priority Heritage Sites under Protection. In 2019, a partial 
archaeological excavation was conducted on the foundation of Tongji Jetty, verifying 


various characteristics, such as its age and composition. 
21 Liusheng Pagoda 


(1) Liusheng Pagoda: Initial construction and repairs 

According to the 17" century Min Shu (Book of Fujian) and other historical re- 
cords, Liusheng Pagoda was first constructed in the Song dynasty between 1111 and 
1113 with funds raised by a pair of monks - Zuhui and Zongshi - and a benefactor 
named Xue Gongsu. In 1277, the pagoda was nearly entirely destroyed by Yuan-dy- 
nasty troops, and was subsequently reconstructed in 1286. The Yuan-dynasty monk 
Shi Dagui (1304-1362) wrote Mo Xiu Ta Shu (Canvasing for Donations to Repair 
the Pagoda), suggesting that there were likely also other repairs. Between 1336 and 
1339, a local maritime merchant by the name of Ling Huifu raised money to have 
the Liusheng Pagoda reconstructed, this time with its appearance mimicking that of 
the East and West Pagodas in Kaiyuan Temple. Between 1662 and 1722, repairs were 


made to Liusheng Pagodas Sumeru pedestal. 


(2) Liusheng Pagoda and the Daiyu Gate shipping channel 


Liusheng Pagodas status as a major landmark on Quanzhou Bay's maritime ship- 
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ping channel is primarily due to its proximity to Daiyumen shipping lane. Historical 
documents from the 13^ century onward reference the importance of Daiyumen 
shipping lane. According to Meng Liang Lu (A Dream of Sorghum), a historical doc- 
ument from the 1370s, "To get to the sea, proceed from the port in Quanzhou Bay to 
Daiyumen. From there you can sail the seas to foreign lands? An account from the 
Yuan-dynasty work Daoyi Zhilue (A Brief Account of the Histories of the Island Bar- 
barian) reads, "Full sail from Daiyumen, ships catch the wind and crest the waves. 
After taking to sea, they continue to the Western Ocean, reaching their destination 
in about a hundred days.’ According to Huian Xianzhi (Annals of Huian County) 
from the Jiajing reign of the Ming dynasty, "Daiyu is in the middle of the great sea 
to the south of the county. Ships must pass by its location, and it is often guarded by 


armed vessels.’ 


(3) Modern Era: History of Conservation and Management 

In May 1961, Liusheng Pagoda was announced by the Fujian Provincial Government 
as part of the first batch of provincial-level heritage site under protection. In Febru- 
ary 1981, after the Jinjiang County Heritage Administration Committee was estab- 
lished, it was put in charge of the daily management of Liusheng Pagoda. That same 
year, anti-lightning fixtures were installed. In 1982, Fujian Provincial Government 
funded repairs to the pagoda. In 1999, the Shishi City Museum was established and 
took over the conservation and management of Liusheng Pagoda. In May 2006, the 
State Council announced that Liusheng Pagoda would be included in Chinas sixth 


batch of National Priority Heritage Sites under Protection. 
22 Wanshou Pagoda 


(1) Construction and Repairs of Wanshou Pagoda 

According to the Annals of Fujian from the 17^ century, during the Shaoxing period 
(1131-1162) of the Southern Song dynasty, when Quanzhous maritime trade was at 
its peak, the monk Jiushu presided over the construction of Wanshou Pagoda. This 
record also documents the afore-mentioned legend. From 1573 to 1619, monks and 
nuns repaired Wanshou Pagoda. In 1662, Yongning Guards repaired Wanshou Pago- 
da so that it could be used as a military lookout. In 1778, the spire of the pagoda was 
repaired after being damaged by lightening in 1771. 


(2) Wanshou Pagoda and Its Use in Navigation 

Many historical records and images from the 15" century onwards refer to Wan- 
shou Pagoda and its use in navigation. The Comprehensive Annals of Fujian from the 
15" century document that, “Merchant ships returning from the sea, saw Wanshou 
Pagoda as an icon of arriving home.” According to the Memoir of Bygone Events, a 
Ming-dynasty text, Zheng He sailed to the Westf for the seventh time in 1433, and 
on his return voyage on June 10, he saw Baogai Hill. The Right Way of Navigation 
from the Ming dynasty records "Wanshou Pagoda, Quanzhou Port, 35 tuos of water" 
(this is where the ship measures the depth of water with a heavy object dropped into 
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the sea attached to a rope; a tuo is roughly the length of a mans arms stretched out 
horizontally). The Ming-dynasty navigational guidebook Following the Wind states 
that “at Daimao Gate in Quanzhou Port, Wanshou Pagoda stands on top of Baogai 
Hill and the water here is 30 tuos deep”. The 17"-century book Essentials of Geogra- 
phy for Reading History records that Wanshou Pagoda was the standard docking site 


for merchant ships. 


(3) Modern Era: History of Conservation and Management 

In May 1961, Wanshou Pagoda was included by the Fujian Provincial Peoples Gov- 
ernment into the first batch of provincial-level heritage sites, and repairs were subse- 
quently carried out. Lightning protection equipment was installed in 1980. Repairs 
were carried out in 1981 and1886., In May 2006, State Council announced Wanshou 
Pagoda as part of Chinas sixth batch of National Priority Protection Heritage Sites. 
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